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ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT:

FUTURE OF CONNECTICUT’S AIR, WATER AND WILDLIFE DEPENDS ON BETTER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION OF LAND

HARTFORD – Although Connecticut’s air improved slightly in 2003 and its open space program remains on track, in general the state’s environmental progress has slowed to a crawl, according to the state Council on Environmental Quality.  The Council delivered its annual report to Governor M. Jodi Rell today.

“People who are of college age or older have seen noticeable improvements in their air, rivers, and some species of wildlife in their lifetimes,” said Thomas Harrison, a resident of Avon and a member of the Council.  “But younger people will not be able to see the same improvements in the world around them.  The era of rapid progress is over.”  

 “Furthermore,” continued Harrison, “people who live in areas of the state where land is being developed rapidly are more likely to observe a decline in the land and streams around them.”

- MORE -

The report concludes that Connecticut’s land is the one resource that will determine the fate of all the others.  Connecticut’s fast-sprawling (but slow-growing) population must figure out a way to meet its demand for land development of all types while conserving the air, water and wildlife that derive their quality from the land.  “This challenge will be the Council’s focus over the  next year,” said Harrison.


The Council’s thirty-first annual report analyzes and summarizes the key trends in Connecticut’s environment.  Among the conclusions are:

· The quality of water in Long Island Sound and in the state’s larger rivers is generally improving, but the things people might notice – such as closed swimming areas, or the abundance of fish or birds – are about the same as they were five or ten years ago.

· Charts show that there is less pollution in the air, but the number of  “good air days” or “bad air days” hasn’t shown much change in the last decade.  It will be many years before Connecticut meets its goal of clean air every day.

· Certain cancers which could have environmental links, such as Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and breast cancer, show significant increases in recent decades. 

· Most leading environmental indicators – which measure behaviors and practices that should affect the environment of the future, including vehicle use, bus ridership, recycling, and compliance with environmental laws – are showing minimal change or slight worsening.

- MORE -

· The Department of Environmental Protection will be hard pressed to keep up with routine enforcement and permitting duties and will have few resources to help push environmental progress forward.

“The trends that we illustrate in this report do not allow us to be content with our progress,” concluded Susan Merrow, a resident of East Haddam and a member of the Council.  “I can recall when Connecticut was an acknowledged leader among the fifty states for its environmental protection measures.  We still are the leader in many regards, but without a renewed commitment we will watch our environment languish.”

Copies of the report are available for free from the Council on Environmental Quality at 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106. [e-mail: karl.wagener@po.state.ct.us]

The Council is a state agency, independent of the Department of Environmental Protection, that reports on the status of Connecticut’s environment.  Its nine members, who serve without compensation, are appointed by the governor and legislative leaders.
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