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 Enclosure D 

 
Hearing Report 

Prepared Pursuant to  
Code of Federal Regulations Part 40, Section 51.102 

Regarding Revision to the  
State Implementation Plan for Air Quality  

 
Hearing Officer: Kathleen L Knight 

 
On June 19, 2017, the Deputy Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) signed notice of intent to amend the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP) for air quality to address the Attainment Demonstration requirements for the 
Southwest Connecticut Nonattainment area. Pursuant to such notice, DEEP provided an 
opportunity for a public hearing and written comment. The hearing was held July 25, 2017 
10:00-11:00 AM. Written comments were accepted through July 25, 2017.  
 
I. Hearing Report Content 

This report describes the comments received on the draft SIP through the comment period and 
DEEP’s response. No changes to the draft SIP result from the comments received.  
 
II. Summary of the Revisions as Proposed 

The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires states to submit SIP revisions to address the requirements of 
CAA 172 and 182(b) to demonstrate that an ozone nonattainment area classified as moderate or 
worse will attain the standard by the required deadline. The proposed revision addresses the 
Connecticut portion of the New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island Nonattainment area for 
the 2008 ozone national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS) and the SIP call regarding the 
1997 NAAQS. The proposed attainment demonstration addresses all of the required elements 
under sections 172 and 182(b) of the CAA; specifically base and future year inventories, RACM 
demonstration, reasonable further progress goals, transportation conformity, photochemical 
modeling and contingency plans. DEEP demonstrated that overwhelming transport and 
consistently incomplete good neighbor SIPs from upwind states prevent Connecticut from 
attaining the 2008 ozone NAAQS. However, DEEP demonstrates that Connecticut is likely to 
measure attainment of the 1997 ozone NAAQS in the 2017 ozone season.  
 
III. Comments and Responses 

The hearing was held as scheduled; no attendees were present. DEEP received one set of written 
comments from EPA Region 1. No revisions were made to the SIP as a result of these comments.  
 



 

IV. Summary of Comments 

The comments from EPA Region 1 acknowledge that attainment with regard to the 2008 ozone 
NAAQS was not projected for the 2017 ozone season and that Connecticut would not be eligible 
for an extension when considering the preliminary 2017 data. EPA Region 1, also noted New 
York’s recent proposal in which they requested a reclassification of the nonattainment area to the 
level of serious. EPA Region 1 suggests DEEP consider these actions:  
 

• implement additional NOx reductions at Connecticut’s ports,  
• expand the Lawn Equipment Exchange Fund Program,  
• continue work with the Ozone Transport Commission’s High Electric Demand Day 

workgroup to identify potential emissions reductions,  
• continue trends towards increased solar capacity,  
• consider a restructure of the time-of-use rate to optimize reductions in peak energy use 

and,  
• utilize the AVERT tool to quantify existing emissions reductions from already 

implemented energy efficiency programs.  
 
The full comments are attached to this hearing report.  
 
V. Response to Comments 

DEEP appreciates EPA Region 1’s recommendations. DEEP has closely coordinated with New 
York DEC and New Jersey DEP, but, disagrees that delaying public health benefits to 
Connecticut’s citizens is an appropriate remedy. Therefore, the reclassification to serious 
nonattainment is not recommended.   
 
DEEP remains committed to addressing all necessary and achievable emissions reductions. 
DEEP will continue to evaluate all potential emissions reductions including those suggested by 
EPA Region 1. However, any resulting reductions in Connecticut would be insufficient to attain 
the standard. In order to achieve clean air for Connecticut’s residents, EPA needs to fulfill its 
obligations under the CAA and implement a full remedy to outstanding good neighbor SIPs. 
 
As such, I recommend DEEP submit the attainment demonstration as proposed. 
 












