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ATTACHMENT I 
 

Comments from Federal Land Managers and EPA (with responses) 



Attachment I 
 
- Forest Service Comments on MANE-VU 2018 Modeling Draft Report and BenMAP 
Draft Report 
- Department of Agriculture/Forest Service Comments on SIP Preparation 
- Fish and Wildlife Comments on SIP Preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Angela King [aking@marama.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2008 10:10 AM 

To: Bodnarik, Andy; Underhill, Jeff; Martone, Charles H 

Subject: FW: Opportunity to Comment on the MANE-VU 2018 Modeling Draft 

Report and the BenMAP Draft Report 

 

From Charles Sams of the Forest Service 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Charles E Sams [mailto:csams@fs.fed.us]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 26, 2007 1:22 PM 

To: Angela King 

Subject: Re: Opportunity to Comment on the MANE-VU 2018 Modeling Draft Report and the 

BenMAP Draft Report 

 

Angela, 

I found MANE-VU's  "Modeling for Reasonable Progress" draft document to be informative and 

well organized.  The distribution of SO2 emissions provided in Figure 1-5 was particularly 

interesting in light of MANE-VU's promotion of the S1 and S2 BOTW strategies.  In Figure 1-5, 

the I-95 corridor stands out as one of the nation's dominant SO2 source regions during CY2002.  It 

would be informative and perhaps helpful for the advancement of the S1 and S2 strategies to 

include within Section 5.1, in close proximity to the other figures in Section 5.1, another figure 

comparing the aerial 

reductions of SO2 associated with those strategies.   I may choose to make 

further comments before January 9. 

Thanks, 

Chuck 

 

Chuck Sams 

Air Quality Program Manager 

USDA Forest Service, Regions 8 and 9 

626 E. Wisconsin Ave. 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-297-3529, FAX-414-944-3964 

csams@fs.fed.us 

www.fs.fed.us/air 

 

             "Angela King"                                                  

             <aking@marama.org                                              

             > To "'Angela King'" <aking@marama.org>   

             12/12/2007 12:09                                           cc  

             PM                                                             

             Subject  

                                       Opportunity to Comment on the        

                                       MANE-VU 2018 Modeling Draft Report   

                                       and the BenMAP Draft Report          

                                                                            

                                             Opportunity To Comment  



                                                                            

                                                     MANE-VU                

                                  (Mid-Atlantic/Northeast Visibility Union)                

                                                December 12, 2007           

                                                                            

MANE-VU members, other states, and stakeholders are invited to comment on two draft reports. 

 

MANE-VU is charged with coordinating regional haze planning in the Mid-Atlantic and 

Northeastern United States. The documents listed below will assist in this process. Please see 

below for brief descriptions and links to more information. 

 

         .          MANE-VU Modeling for Reasonable Progress Goals: Model 

         Performance Evaluation, Pollution Apportionment, and Control 

         Measure Benefits 

         .          Public Health Benefits of Reducing Ground-level Ozone 

         and Fine Particle Matter in the Northeast U.S.: A Benefits Mapping 

         and Analysis Program (BenMAP) Study 

 

The comment period will be open through January 9, 2008. Comments and questions should be 

sent via email to Angela King of MARAMA at aking@marama.org. 

 

MANE-VU Modeling for Reasonable Progress Goals Draft Report 

 

The main purpose of this report is to assist states in developing effective solutions to regional 

visibility and fine particle problems and comply with requirements under the Regional Haze Rule. 

Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) conducted regional air 

quality simulations for calendar year 2002 and several future periods. This work was directed at 

satisfying a number of compliances goals under the Haze State Implementation Plan (SIP), 

including a contribution assessment, a pollution apportionment for 2018, and the evaluation of 

visibility benefits of control measures being considered for achieving reasonable progress goals 

and establishing a long-term emission management strategy for MANE-VU Class I areas. 

 

This report describes efforts that form the foundation upon which MANE-VU states will base their 

haze SIP submissions. After the MANE-VU regional planning organization (RPO) considers the 

results provided here and consults with neighboring states and federal land managers, we 

anticipate that a final model simulation will be conducted to serve as a basis for calculating final 

reasonable progress goals. 

 

Results show that sulfate aerosol, the dominant contributor to visibility impairment in the 

Northeast's Class I areas on the 20 percent worst visibility days, has significant contributions from 

states throughout the eastern U.S. These contributions are projected to continue in future years 

from all three of the eastern RPOs. 

 

An assessment of potential control measures that would address this future contribution has 

identified a number of promising strategies that would yield significant visibility benefits. These 

measures include the adoption of low sulfur heating oil, implementation of Best Available Retrofit 

Technology (BART) requirements, and additional electric generating unit 



(EGU) controls on select sources. The combined benefits of adopting all of these programs could 

lead to an additional benefit of between 0.38 and 1.1 deciviews at MANE-VU Class I areas on the 

20 percent worst visibility days by 2018. 

 

The draft document is available at: 

http://filesharing.nescaum.org/download.php?file=31Modeling%20for%20Reasonab 

le%20Progress%2012.10.07.doc 

 

 

Public Health Benefits of Reducing Ground-level Ozone and Fine Particle Matter in the Northeast 

U.S. Draft Report 

 

NESCAUM used the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) Environmental Benefits 

Modeling and Analysis Program (BenMAP) to determine the magnitude and value of avoided 

adverse health endpoints in the northeast U.S. associated with various emission control programs 

in 2018. Future year air quality associated with implementation of various control strategies was 

simulated using two air quality modeling platforms, the Community Multi-scale Air Quality 

modeling system (CMAQ) and the California Photochemical Grid Model (CALGRID). 

NESCAUM examined the public health and monetary benefits of several potential emission 

control programs under consideration by the Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) and MANE-

VU states. These programs include an EGU control strategy for nitrogen oxides (NOX) and sulfur 

dioxide (SO2) that increase the stringency of the current Clean Air Interstate Rule 

(CAIR) and SO2 emissions control strategies that would complement existing regulations to 

further reduce fine particle concentrations and improve visibility under the Regional Haze Rule. In 

addition, NESCAUM examined the benefits of achieving several different levels of the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for 8-hour average ozone concentrations (NAAQS 

rollback). 

 

 

The draft document is available at: 

http://filesharing.nescaum.org/download.php?file=366BenMAP_report_draft%20fi 

nal%2011.16.07.pdf 

 

The Process 

 

Comments will be reviewed and may result in changes to the draft documents. After reviewing 

comments, MANE-VU will post a summary response to those comments received by January 9, 

2008. Comments received after that date will be considered as time permits. 

 

 

Please send comments and questions to Angela King at aking@marama.org by January 9, 2008. 
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