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State of Connecticut

Rules and Regulations
OF

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Concerning:

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF

AIR--POLLUTLON1- SECTEON 1950 8L Fererrererree

Rules and

Regulations

SECTION 19-508-17 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE
ABATEMENT OF AIR POLLUTION IS REPEALED AND THE FOLLOWING IS
SUBSTITUTED IN LIEU THEREOF:

19-508~17 CONTROL OF OPEN BURNING

(a) DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN SUBSECTIONS (a) THROUGH

(g) INCLUSIVE:

(i) "BRUSH" MEANS SHRUBS, VEGETATION, OR PRUNINGS
THE DIAMETER OF WHICH IS NOT GREATER THAN

THREE INCHES AT THE WIDEST POINT.

"DESICNEE" MEANS ANY PERSON EMPLOYED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND

DESIGNATED BY THE COMMISSIONER.

"FIREMAN (FIREMEN)" MEANS ANY PERSON WHOSE
FULL-TIME OCCUPATION IS FIGHTING FIRES OR WHO
ENGAGES IN FIRE FIGHTING UNDER THE IMMEDIATE
SUPERVISION OF A PERSON WHOSE FULL-TIME

OCCUPATION IS FIGHTING FIRES.

"OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL" MEANS ANY PERSON
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DESIGNATED AND CERTIFIED BY THE COMMISSIONER

PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (g) OF THIS SECTION.

"RESIDENT" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL SEEKING TO-.

BURN ON THE PROPERTY WHERE HE RESIDES.

CERTIFICATE FOR OPEN BURNING

CERTIFICATES UNDER THIS REGULATION SHALL NOT BE

REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING FIRES:

(1)

BARBECUES OR OTHER OUTDOOR OPEN FIRES FOR THE
COOKING OF FOOD FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION;

CAMPFIRES, BONFIRES, AND OTHER FIRES FOR

CEREMONIAL OR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES;

FIRES TO ABATE AN IMMEDIATE FIRE HAZARD
PROVIDED THAT THE ABATEMENT FIRE IS SUPER-

VISED BY A RESPONSIBLE FIRE OFFICIAL;

FIRES TFOR TRAINING FIREMEN IN METHODS OF
FIGHTING FIRES, WHERE ONLY LIQUID FUELS ARE
BURNED;

FIRES IN SALAMANDERS OR OTHER SIMILAR DEVICES
USED BY CONSTRUCTION OR OTHER WORKERS FOR
HEATING PURPOSES, WHICH FIRES ARE ESSENTIAL
TO STREET INSTALLATION OR PAVING ACTIVITIES,
THE REPAIRING OF UTILITIES, OR OTHER SIMILAR
WORK.






Form *RI-39A (2-70-103) -3-
Rules and Regulations
OF

(CONTINUED)

THE COMMISSIONER, OR HIS DESIGNEE OR THE CERTIFIED
OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL MAY ISSUE, SUBJECT TO THE

PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (e), A CERTIFICATE FOR
THE FOLLOWING FIRES:

(i) FIRES FOR THE PREVENTION, CONTROL, OR DESTRUCTION
OF DISEASES AND PESTS, AND AGRICULTURAL

BURNING FOR VEGETATION MANAGEMENT.

FIRES BY ANY RESIDENT TO DISPOSE OF BRUSH ON

THE PROPERTY WHERE HE RESIDES.

THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS DESIGNEE MAY ISSUE, SUBJECT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (e), A CERTIFICATE

FOR THE FOLLOWING FIRES:

FIRES FOR THE DISPOSAL OF DANGEROUS MATERIAL
SUCH AS TOXIC GASES, WHERE THERE IS NO REASONABLE

ALTERNATIVE METHOD.

FIRES TO THWART A HAZARD WHICH CANNOT PROPERLY
BE MANAGED BY ANY OTHER MEANS OR IS NECESSARY

FOR THE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

FIRES IN SALT WATER MARSHES.

FIRE-TRAINING EXERCISES, OTHER THAN THOSE

SUBJECT TO (b)(1)(iv). IN REVIEWING ANY

APPLICATION FOR SUCH A CERTIFICATE THE PROVISIONS
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OF SECTION (d)(iv} SHALL NOT BE APPLIED.

(v) ANY OTHER FIRES NOT SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION
(b)(2).

(c) APPLICATIONS FOR OPEN BURNING CERTIFICATES.

. (c) (1) EXCEPT AS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION {(b){(1), NO

PERSON SHALL SET, CAUSE OR PERMIT AN OPEN FIRE
WITHOUT OBTAINING AN OPEN BURNING CERTIFICATE FROM
THE COMMISSIONER, OR HIS DESIGNEE OR THE CERTIFIED

OPEN BURNING OFPFICIAL.

A PERMIT APPLICATION FOR ANY FIRE DESCRIBED IN
SUBSECTION (b){2) OR (b)(3) SHALL BE MADE BY THE
APPLICANT ON FORMS FURNISHED BY THE COMMISSIONER,
AND EACH APPLICATION SHALL DESCRIBE THE PURPOSE OF
THE FIRE, THE NATURE AND QUANTITY OF THE MATERIAL
TO BE BURNED, AND SUCH OTHER INFORMATION AS THE
COMMISSIONER MAY REQUIRE.
_

(c)(3) A CERTIFICATE ISSUED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL

BE APPLICABLE ONLY FOR THE OCCASION OR THE PURPOSE

FOR WHICH IT HAS BEEN OBTAINED.

STANDARDS FOR OPEN BURNING CERTIFICATES. THE
COMMISSIONER, OR HIS DESIGNEE OR THE CERTIFIED

OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL, SHALL NOT ISSUE A CERTIFICATE
REQUESTED UNDER SUBSECTION (c) WHEN HE DETERMINES

THAT :
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A HAZARDOUS HEALTH CONDITION WILL BE CREATED

BY SUCH BURNING; OR

THE FIRE CONSTITUTES A SALVAGE OPERATION BY
OPEN BURNING; OR

A PRACTICAL AND ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR THE
DISPOSAL OF THE MATERIAL TO BE BURNED EXISTS,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING
TECHNIQUES: CHIPPING, CUTTING FOR FOREST
PRODUCTS, LANDFILLING, PILING FOR PROTECTIVE
COVER FOR WILDLIFE AND STOCKPILING (NOT
APPLICABLE TO BURNING OF BRUSH AS SPECIFIED
IN SUBSECTION (b)(2)(ii}); OR

SUCH OPEN BURNING WOULD INTERFERE WITH OR
PREVENT THE ATTAINMENT OR MAINTENANCE OF A

RELEVANT AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARD; OR

THE FOREST FIRE DANGER, AS DETERMINED BY THE
STATE FOREST FIRE WARDEN, IS HIGH OR EXTREME
AND THE AREA IS WITHIN 100 FEET OF A WOODLAND
OR GRASSLAND.

AN ADVISORY OF AN AIR POLLUTION EMERGENCY
EPISODE STAGE IS IN EFFECT PURSUANT TO SECTION

19-508-~6 OF THESE REGULATIONS.

GARBAGE, PAPER, GRASS, METALS, PLASTICS,

LEAVES, RUBBER, PAINTED MATERIALS OR DEMOLITION

WASTE IS TO BE BURNED.
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CONDITIONS ON OPEN BURNING CERTIFICATES. CERTIFICATES
APPROVED UNDER SUBSECTION (c¢) SHALL BE SUBJECT TO

SUCH REASONABLE CONDITIONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO

AVOID A NUISANCE OR TO PROTECT THE HEALTH, SAFETY,

OR COMFORT OF THE PUBLIC, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED
TO, THE FOLLOWING:

(i) ONLY MATERIALS AND QUANTITIES SPECIFIED ON
THE CERTIFICATE MAY BE BURNED;

THE COMMISSIONER MAY SPECIFY ON ANY PERMIT

THE HOURS AND DAYS DURING WHICH OPEN BURNING
IS ALLOWED.

EXCEPT FOR FIRE TRAINING EXERCISES, BURNING
SHALL ONLY BE PERMITTED ON SUNNY OR PARTLY
SUNNY DAYS WHEN WIND SPEED IS 5 TO 15 MILES
PER HOUR;

A COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE SHALL BE KEPT IN
THE POSSESSION OF THE APPLICANT AT THE BURNING
SITE AT ALL TIMES DURING THE BURNING;

THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS DESIGNEE OR THE OPEN
BURNING OFFICIAL MAY REVOKE IN WRITING ANY
CERTIFICATE OR ADD ANY REASONABLE, SPECIFICALLY
IDENTIFIED CONDITIONS IF CIRCUMSTANCES INDICATE

THAT AIR POLLUTION STANDARDS WILL BE VIOLATED.
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EFFECT ON LOCAL ORDINANCES. THESE REGULATIONS DO

NOT PRECLUDE A MUNICIPALITY FROM PROHIBITING OR

ATTACHING ANY MORE STRINGENT CONDITIONS TO ANY

OPEN BURNING.

CERTIFIED OPEN BURNING OFFICIALS. THE COMMISSIONER
MAY ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A PROGRAM FOR THE
TRAINING OF LOCAL OPEN BURNING OFFICIALS. A LOCAL
OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL SHALL BE NOMINATED ONLY BY
THE CHIEF "EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE MUNICIPALITY IN
WHICH THE OFFICIAL WILL SERVE. NOMINATION OF THE
LOCAL OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL ENTITLES HIM TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE TRAINING PRCGRAM. THE COMMISSIONER MAY
CERTIFY AS LOCAL OPEN BURNING OFFICIAL ANY PERSON
PROPERLY NOMINATED WHO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES THE
TRAINING PROGRAM. BETWEEN TRAINING PROGRAMS AND
UPON APPROVAL BY THE COMMISSIONER, A NOMINATED
OFFICIAL MAY SERVE IN A TEMPORARY CAPACITY. THE
NOMINATION MAY BE REVOKED BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

OF THE MUNICIPALITY IN WHICH THE LOCAL OPEN BURNING
OFFICIAL SERVES ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRACTICE,

PROCEDURE, CUSTOM OR ORDINANCE.

PURPOSE: TO AMEND SECTION 19-508-17 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE
REGULATIONS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF AIR POLLUTION TO
INCLUDE GUIDELINES PRESENTLY ISSUED BY THE

DEPARTMENT.
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NOTE

This document contains the Connecticut regulations for the abatement of air
pollution with the recently adopted revisions to the regulations that became effective
December, 1983. This document was prepared by the State of Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection and is provided for the convenience of the
reader. This is not the official version of the regulations. The official regulations
are published by the State of Connecticut, Judicial Branch, Commission on Official
Legal Publications in the Connecticut Law Journal. Official legal publications may
by obtained from the Commission on Official Legal Publications, 111 Phoenix Ave
Enfield, CT 06082 (telephone: (860) 741-3027, or www.jud.state.ct.us/colp/ColpDefault.htm).
In the event there is an inconsistency between this document and the regulations as
published in the Connecticut Law Journal, the Connecticut Law Journal will serve
as the official version.
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Sec.

(a)

(b)

22a-174-17. Control of open burning

Definitions. As used in subsections (a) through (g)
i ncl usi ve:

(i) “Brush” neans shrubs, vegetation, or prunings the
di ameter of which is not greater than three inches
at the w dest point.

(i1) “Designee” nmeans any person enployed by the
departnment of environnmental protection and
desi gnat ed by the Comm ssioner

(iii) “Fireman (Firenen)” means any person whose full-tine
occupation is fighting fires or who engages in fire
fighting under the inmmedi ate supervision of a person
whose full-time occupation is fighting fires.

(iv) “Open burning official” nmeans any person designated
and certified by the Comm ssioner pursuant to
subsection (g) of this section.

(v) “Resi dent” neans an individual seeking to burn on
the property where he resides.

Certificate for open burning. (b)(1l) Certificates under
this regulation shall not be required for the foll ow ng
fires:

(i) Barbecues or other outdoor open fires for the
cooki ng of food for human consunpti on;

(ii) Canpfires, bonfires, and other fires for
cerenoni al or recreational purposes;

(iti) Fires to abate an immediate fire hazard provided
that the abatenent fire is supervised by a
responsi ble fire official;

(iv) Fires for training firemen in nethods of
fighting fires, where only liquid fuels are
bur ned,;

(v) Fires in salamnders or other simlar devices
used by construction or other workers for
heati ng purposes, which fires are essential to
street installation or paving activities, the
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(b) (2)

(b) (3)

street installation or paving activities, the
repairing of utilities, or other simlar work.

The Comm ssioner, or his designee or the certified
open burning official may issue, subject to the
provi si ons of subsection (e), a certificate for the
following fires:

(i) Fires for the prevention, control, or
destructi on of di seases and pests, and
agricultural burning for vegetation managenent.

(ii) Fires by any resident to dispose of brush on the
property where he resides.

The comm ssioner or his designee may issue, subject
to the provisions of subsection (e), a certificate
for the followi ng fires:

(i) Fires for the disposal of dangerous materi al
such as toxic gases, where there is no
reasonabl e alternative nethod.

(ii1) Fires to thwart a hazard which cannot properly
be managed by any ot her neans or is necessary
for the protection of public health.

(iti) Fires in salt water marshes.

(iv) Fire-training exercises, other than those
subject to (b)(21)(iv). In review ng any
application for such a certificate the
provi sions of section (d)(iv) shall not be
appl i ed.

(v) Any other fires not specified in subsection

(b)(2).

(c) Applications for open burning certificates. (c)(1) Except
as specified in subsection (b)(1), no person shall set,
cause or permt an open fire w thout obtaining an open
burning certificate fromthe Comm ssioner, or his designee

or

(c)(2)

the certified open burning official.

A permit application for any fire described in
subsection (b)(2) or (b)(3) shall be made by the
applicant on fornms furnished by the Conm ssioner,
and each application shall describe the purpose of
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(c)(3)

the fire, the nature and quantity of the material to
be burned, and such other information as the
Comm ssi oner may require.

A certificate i ssued under this subsection shall be
applicable only for the occasion or the purpose for
which it has been obtai ned.

(d) Standards for open burning certificates. The

Comm
bur ni
under

(

ssioner, or his designee or the certified open
ng official, shall not issue a certificate requested
subsection (c) when he determ nes that:

(i) A hazardous health condition will be created by
such burning; or

(ii) The fire constitutes a sal vage operation by open
bur ni ng; or

iii) A practical and alternative nethod for the
di sposal of the material to be burned exists,
i ncluding but not Ilimted to, the follow ng
techni ques: chipping, cutting for forest
products, landfilling, piling for protective
cover for wildlife and stockpiling (not
applicable to burning of brush as specified in
subsection (b)(2)(ii)); or

(iv) Such open burning would interfere with or
prevent the attainnment or maintenance of a
rel evant anmbient air quality standard; or

(v) The forest fire danger, as determ ned by the
state forest fire warden, is high or extrene and
the area is within 100 feet of a woodl and or
grassl and.

(vi) An advisory of an air pollution emergency
epi sode stage is in effect pursuant to Section
22a-174-6 of these regul ati ons.

(vii) Garbage, paper, grass, netals, plastics, |eaves,

rubber, painted materials or denolition waste is
to be burned.

(e) Conditions on open burning certificates. Certificates
approved under subsection (c) shall be subject to such
reasonabl e conditions as are necessary to avoid a nui sance
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or to protect the health, safety, or confort of the
public, including but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Only materials and quantities specified on the
certificate may be burned;

(ii) The Comm ssioner may specify on any permt the
hours and days during which open burning is
al | owed;

(iii) Except for fire training exercises, burning
shall only be permtted on sunny or partly sunny
days when wind speed is 5 to 15 mles per hour;

(iv) A copy of the certificate shall be kept in the
possessi on of the applicant at the burning site
at all times during the burning;

(v) The Comm ssioner or his designee or the open
burning official may revoke in witing any
certificate or add any reasonabl e, specifically
identified conditions if circunstances indicate
that air pollution standards will be viol ated.

(f) Effect on local ordinances. These regul ations do not
preclude a municipality from prohibiting or attaching any
nmore stringent conditions to any open burning.

(g) Certified open burning officials. The Conm ssi oner may
establish and maintain a programfor the training of |ocal
open burning officials. A local open burning official
shall be nom nated only by the chief executive officer of
the municipality in which the official will serve.

Nom nation of the |ocal open burning official entitles him
to participate in the training program The Conmm ssi oner
may certify as |local open burning official any person
properly nom nated who successfully conpletes the training
program Between training prograns and upon approval by

t he Comm ssioner, a nomnated official my serve in a
tenporary capacity. The nom nation may be revoked by the
chi ef executive of the municipality in which the |oca

open burning official serves according to |local practice,
procedure, custom or ordi nance.

| Back to Regulations PageT|  [Forward to Section 22a-174-18~ |




http://www.dep.state.ct.us/air2/regs/mainregs/sec18.pdf

http://www.dep.state.ct.us/air2/regs/mainregs.htm



		Sec. 22a-174-17. Control of open burning



		Back to Regulations Page: 

		back: 





