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Descriptions and M aps of Individual L akes and Ponds

] (R AKA. TOWN.ccteccie e Page
AleXander LaKe........coooeiiieeeeeeeceee e KITNGIY o
AMOS LAKE......eeieiiiii et e PrEStON ..o e
Andersons Pond............. (BlUELEKE)......ceeeeeeeeeee e NoOrth SEONINGLON........coiiiieeeeee e
ASPINOOK PONG ... s Lisbon-Griswold-Canterbury .........ccocoooeiiiiicincncine
AVETY PONA.....oceiciiciiiiiciesie ettt L (=S (0] SO
BaCoCK PONG........ceiiiiiciiisirie e COICNESLEN ... e
Ball PONG ... New Fairfield ...
Bantam Lake.........cccvueiririnnirieeneeseeese e Litchfield-MOrTiS......cocoovieireenec e
Bashan LaKe.........cceiririiiiieireeenensieese e East Haddam .........ccooeieineineeereee e
Batterson Park PONd ..........cocooeiiriiiii et Farmington .........ccceoeriii e
Beach PONd........ccooiiie e Voluntown-EXeter (RI) .....cocooeerineniieeeeceeeeee e
Beachdale Pond ... VOIUNTOWN. ..o
BESECK LBKE......eeueeeeeieeieesiee sttt MiddIEfiEld......ceeeeeeeeee e
Bigelow PONG ........couviiiiiiceeeeces et LT 1 o SRS
BilliNGS Lake.....c.vceeeieieiiiceseseeeeee e NOrth StONINGLON.......ccoiiiiierieeeeece e
BIaCK PONG.........coiiiririeiie e Meriden-Middlefield.........ccooevenmiinniiniireee
BIaCK PONG.........coiiiirieiiereee e WOOASIOCK ...t
BOItoN LaKE, LOWES .......veeiceie ettt BOItON-VEMNON ...t
Bolton Lake, Middle.........ccocueviieeieiceie e VEIMON .ttt ettt e et e s sba e s seaeeeseanns
Bolton Lake, UPPer.........coereeeieeeene e COVENtIY-VEIMON ......couiieiieieeeeeeiesie et
Bolton NOtCh Pond ............oooiiiiiiiiii e BOITON.....eeei et
Breakneck PONd...........cccoveieieieiseie e Union-Sturbridge (MA) ..o
BUIT PONG.......oiiiieieicec e TOITINGION ..ottt
Candlewood LaKe.........ccceieveeieeeiii et Brookfield-Danbury-New Fairfield-

New Milford-Sherman .........cccvevevrennenneenecseeee
Cedar LaKE. ... .ceeeeiiee et CRESLEY ...t
Chamberlain Lake...........coeieorineii e Bethany ......coeieeeeeee e
Colebrook RIVEr RESEIVOIT .......ccoveiiieieieeeeeiere e Colebrook-Sandisfield/Tolland (MA) ......cccceveieieenenne.
Congamond Lake .......... (South, Middle, North Ponds) ........... Suffield-Southwick (MA) ...
Coventry Lake .............. (Waumgumbaug Lake)...........ccocuee. COVENIIY ..ottt
Crystal LaKe....c.vcuveuieieiiciseceese s
Crystal LaKe....c.vcuveicieiicieseecee et
DOAgEPONG ...t
DOG PONA ... e
DO0IEY PONA ... e
Eagleville Lake
East Twin Lake
Gardner LaKe.......civeeiiieieeieiie e
Glasgo PON..........cviiiiiiieicieese et
GOrtON PON.......cuviiiiiiiiicierieecie et EaSt LYME ..ottt e
Great Hill PONG........c.ciiiiieeeeese e POrIaNd........ooveuinirieeee e
Green FallS RESEIVOIT ..ot VOIUNTOWN. ..ot
HallSPONA......oie e Ashford-Eastford...........ccoooioiiiniieeeeeee
Hampton RESEIVOIT .........coueieieieesere e HaMPLON. ... e
HEtCh PONA ... = 0| PSR
Lake Hayward................ (Shaw LaKe) .....ccceveeeereeieeeeinene East Haddam .........cccoiiiniiieeeeee e
Higganum RESEIVOIT ........coceieiiiceie e Haddam........cooeieieceeee e
Highland LaKe .....c.coviiiiieeceece e WINCHESLEN ...t
HOIBrook PONG........c.coiiiiiriirsiereree e HEDION .o
HOPEVIIIE PONd ... GHSWOIG......oieiccecec e
HOPSEPONA ... e SAlOM. .
Lake HOUSALONIC .......ccueieieeieieeeieses e Derby-Monroe-Oxford-Seymour-Shelton.....................
HOWEIIS PON......couiiiiieieeeee e Hartland ........coooeeeeiee e
Jurovaty Pond................. (BiShOp SWamp) ......cccceeeeereneeieniennns ANAOVEN ...
Keach Pond.................... (Peck Pond) ........cceveeirinieniesieieeenns Putnam-Thompson-Burrillville (R])........ccceeveeeeriennene.
LaKE KENOSIA....ccviuieinirieiirieieneeierte et
Killingly PON.........cooiiiiiieeccece e
LaKE Of IS5
Lantern Hill Pond
Lake Lillinonah...........ccoo i
Little Pond ...........cc.......
LONG PONG......oiiieiciiceceeeee et

Malthy Lakes (1, 2 & 3)..cciceicieeeeiesieieeeeee e WESt HAVEN ...t e



Mamanasto Lake.........ccccovvererieieieeii e Ridgefield......ccoovueieiciices e

Mansfield Hollow Reservoir (Naubesatuck Lake)..................... Mansfield-Windham .........ccccocevevnieiiienieneeecec e
Mashapaug LaKe........cccoeiirereieeeeeese e Union-Sturbridge (MA).....coe e
Lake McDonough.......... (Compensating Reservoir)................. Barkhamsted..........ccccooviiiiniieeee e
Messershmidt PONd...........coooiiiieinene e Deep River-West BrookK.........cccccceeerereneneeneeneneneseens
MIlTErSPONG ... s DUFNEIM ..o e
MONAWK PONG.......coiiiieii e CornWall-GOSheN ........ccceiiiiireree e
MONO PONG ...t COlUMBIAL ...t
MOOAUS RESEIVOIT .......coueieiieeieieeieeeeee et East Haddam ..o
Moosup Pond

MOFEY PON .......ooveeieiieieiti ettt

Mount TOM PON........cccciiiiiiiieieecese e Litchfield-MorrisWashington ............cccoevveveeveeceineenn
Mudge Pond................... (Silver Lake)......ooeeveeeereeiiiiisieienns ShAION ..ot
North Farms RESEIVOIT.........coeoeeeereie e Wallingford..........ccoooiiiiiieee e
NOMWICH PONG ...t

Pachaug PONd ........cccooiiiiiee s

Park PON.........ooiieee s

Pataconk Lake................

Pataganset Lake

PIiCKErel LaKE.....c.ooveierieiiie e

Pine Acres Lake

POWEIS LAKE. ..ot

Quaddick RESEIVOIT .......cueiueeeeeeeiere et THOMPSON ..o
Quinebaug Lake............. (Wauregan Reservoir) ......ccoceeeeenee. KIHTNGIY o e
QUONNIPAUG LAKE.......ciuiieiieieeeeeeieeec et GUIIFOd.. .o
RaINDOW RESEIVOIT ......cvieiieeeieeeie st WINASOT ... e
R0 Cedar LaKE ......ccoeveeirieiireeieniniesieesiee e LEDANON ..ot
ROQEIS LAKE......ceceiciiciiiticeseeee et LYymMe-Old LYME.....cccoiiiiiieieieeeese e
ROSEANA LAKE ..ot WOOASLOCK ...ttt s
Lake SAltonstall ..o Branford-East Haven..........c.cccveinvennennecnec e
SaUGALUCK RESEIVOIT .......eeieeeeeericeic et Easton-Redding-Weston ...........ccccooiirenenenncncne e
ShenipSit LaKe .......ccoooiiiiiiieeeeece e Ellington-Tolland-Vernon...........cccccooeveneneenicncneneene
Silver Lake.........ccc...... (Peat WorksPond) .......cccccoevveeienenene Berlin-Meriden.........ccooe e
South Spectacle Lake.........ooeoereiiiieeeeeeeee e = 0| OSSR
SQUANEZ PONG ... New Fairfield-Sherman .........ccccevveveiiiesesieicecece e
SHIWELEr PONG ... TOITINGION L.ttt nan
TYIEN LBKE....ocueceieeicece ettt GOSNEN ...t
UncasLake........ccccununen. (Hog Pond) .......cceveeeeniienieiieieeenas LYIME ittt e
Waramalg LaKe..........coereieeiererene e Kent-Warren-Washington...........cccccoeeverenenenecncneneenn
West Branch Reservoir (Hogsback Reservoir) ........ccocceeeeeenee. Colebrook-Hartland ..o
West Hill PONG........cooiiiieieee e Barkhamsted-New Hartford ...........ccocoooeiineinincnnnne
West SIde PONG........cooiuieeeeeriee e GOSNEN ...
West ThompSOon RESENVOIT.........cviiriieieieeeese e THOMPSON ..o e
West Twin Lake............. (Washinee Lake)........ccccccevvereeiienennns SAlISDUNY oo
WINChESLEr LaKE......cciveiecieieicresieeee et WINChESEN ...
Wononscopomuc Lake (Lakeville Lake) ........ccccvveevevieiieeennnne. SAlISDUNY ..ot
W0oO0d Creek PONQ..........cooieeireiiie e NOFFOIK ..
WYESSUP LEKE.......eieeieieeieeeieeee et NOrth SEONINGLON.......ccoiiiiieeeeee e

LEKE ZOA ..ot Monroe-Newtown-Oxford-Southbury.............cc.ccce.....



Descriptions and M aps of Connecticut River Sites

Site . AKA. TOWN..ci e Page
Conn. River Mainstem (NOrth) ..........ccoveveverecceniiciese e Enfield to WINASOr ........cccoovivieieieeic e
Conn. River Mainstem (Central).........ccccevevvereeveeiiniesiesieniesiennas Hartford to Portland ..........cccoeveieieiiveneeccccce e
Wethersfield COVe.......cooeiiiriiieeerc e Wethersfield........ccooiiiiieee e
KEENEY COVE.....coneiieiee et East Hartford-Glastonbury ...........ccccooeeiineicincncene
Crow Point Cove (White Oak Cove).........cceereeennene Wethersfield..... oo
Wrights Cove (Pecausett Pond) .........cccccoeevereneeenne. POrtIaNd........cooieeeeee e
Conn. River Mainstem (South) ..........ccvevievieieeeeiiciese e Haddam to LYMe.........ccovvevieicieesc e
SAIMON COVE.....cveiiiiiirieee et East Haddam .........ccoevieiinicenesee e
Chapman Pond ........ccccceeveeiivineieecese e East Haddam ..........ccccoviiviiiiecicec e
Hamburg CoVe.........ccoviiiiiereeece e LYIME it
Glossary
Appendix

General References



LIFE HISTORIESOF COMMON LAKE AND POND FISHES
Gamefish

The term gamefish refers to fishes that typically reach a large size and fight hard when
caught on rod and reel. They are aggressive fish with strong swimming abilities. For these
reasons, they are usualy the fish most sought after by anglers. For the same reasons, gamefish
are the apex predators in Connecticut lakes and ponds. Apex predators are those that prey on
smaller animals and have few natural enemies because of their large size; thus they are at the top
of the food web. Apex predators serve an important role in aguatic ecosystems by controlling the
populations of smaller fish species. Thus, in most natural systems, a balance is achieved between
predators and prey species such that neither becomes so abundant that they overrun their food

supply.
L argemouth and Smallmouth Bass

The two “black bass’ species are collectively the most sought-after gamefish in most
Connecticut lakes and ponds. Creel surveys conducted on three Connecticut |akes that were not
stocked with trout found that 45 to 60 percent of the anglers were fishing for bass. Many bass
anglers practice catch-and-release, with more than half releasing all of the legal size (12 inches or
greater) fish caught. Competitive catch-and-release bass tournaments have also become very
popular in Connecticut, with the number of registered events increasing from 124 in 1986 to
nearly 700 in 2001.

Statewide regulations on bass in lakes and ponds are a 12-inch minimum length limit and
a 6-fish (both bass species in aggregate) credl limit. A number of lakes have been designated as
“Bass Management Lakes” and have specia length and credl limits. Additional Bass
Management L akes were scheduled for 2002 (see current Connecticut Anglers Guide).

© Joseph Tomelleri

L argemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) are the largest members of the sunfish family
(Centrarchidae). Although not native to the state, the largemouth is our most widely distributed
fish species and can be found in almost al Connecticut lakes and ponds. It is also the dominant
predator in most of our warmwater fish populations. It can thrive in awide range of habitats, but
prefers lakes that have at |east a moderate amount of submerged vegetation. Largemouth bass



eat avariety of food items, including fish, crayfish and insects. Bass are generalistsin their
feeding strategies, sometimes lying near cover and using ambush tactics and sometimes actively
foraging for prey. They spawn between mid-May and June in Connecticut. The males build
saucer-shaped nests in shallow water (2 to 8 feet) then guard the eggs and later the fry for several
weeks after spawning. In Connecticut, it takes largemouth bass 3.6 years on average to reach 12
inches; they can live for 15 years or more. Largemouths commonly grow to 4 or 5 pounds and 18
to 20 inchesin length (state record: 12 pounds, 15 ounces).

Largemouth bass are usually dark olive-green on their backs fading to a brassy green on
their sides. A dark horizontal band extends from the gill cover to the base of the tail. As the
name implies, they have exceptionally large mouths, with the end of the jaw extending to or
beyond the back of the eye.

Smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu), also an introduced member of the sunfish
(Centrarchidae) family, are more habitat-limited than largemouths, preferring clearer, deeper
lakes with rocky shoal areas and less vegetative cover. Because of this, smallmouths occur in
only half of Connecticut’s lakes. They also are less tolerant of high water temperatures than are
largemouths (see Table 2) and are most often found in the deeper, cooler waters when
temperatures rise in summer. Smallmouth bass feed on a similar variety of food items as
largemouths; however, they are more likely to forage out in the open and are rarely associated
with dense vegetative cover. Smallmouth spawning habits are similar to those of largemouths.
The male builds a nest in shallow water during late spring (mid-May to June) and guards it for
several weeks after the eggs hatch. Smallmouth bass are sower growing than largemouths,
averaging 4.4 years to reach 12 inches (state record: 7 pounds, 12 ounces).

Smallmouths are brownish, usualy with dark splotches that may form vertical bands on
their sides. Thejaw extends only to the middle of the eye.



Black Pond

Town(s): Woodstock 73.4 acres

Description: Black Pond is a natural lake within the Thames River Drainage Basin. It is

adjacent to Nipmuck State Forest and is relatively secluded. Watershed: 319 acres of mostly
woods and wetland with little agricultural or residential development. The pond is fed by
bottom springs, two small marshes and surface runoff. It drains into Black Pond Brook,
which flows south to Bungee Lake and Bungee Brook to the Still River. Shoreline: Mostly
wooded with only a few residences on the northeast shore and a private camp on the western
shore. Depth: Max 23ft, Mean 14ft. Transparency: Fair to clear; 9-14ft in summer with a
moderate tea colored stain. Productivity: Moderate (mesotrophic). Bottom type: Sand,
gravel, boulders and mud. Stratification: Partidly stratifies in the summer with a
temperature gradient beginning at 16ft. Late summer oxygen levels decline to less than
1ppm in deeper water. Vegetation: Pickerelweed, pipewort, bulrush and bur-reed are
moderately abundant along the northern and western shores. Patches of water-shield, white
water-lily and yellow pond-lily are found in shallow areas.

Access: A state-owned boat launch is located on the southern shore. Facilities at the launch

include a gravel ramp, parking for 10 cars and picnic tables. Directions. From Rte 171, Rte
198 north for 2 miles, right (east) on Camp Rd, launch is 0.5 miles on left. Shore: 750ft of
shoreline surrounding the boat ramp in the Nipmuck State Forest are open to public fishing.

Fish: Black Pond is stocked during the spring and fall with 1,600 catchable size brook, brown

and rainbow trout. Few trout hold over due to lack of

deep-water summer habitat. Black Pond warmwater fish Black Pond
populations appear to be in a relatively healthy state of Fish Speciesand Abundance
balance. Largemouth bass are common in al sizes with Sre o Growth
densities of greater than 12" fish being dlightly higher |camefish
than average. Smallmouth bass and chain pickerel are Largemouthbass C~ C Avg
present at less than average densities. Small yellow perch Smamouthbass J U Avg
are abundant with dlightly above average numbers of big Brown trout c R
fish. Black crappie and sunfish (pumpkinseed and Rainbow trout ~ C
bluegill) densities are close to average for all sizes. Chainpickerel U U Slow
" - Panfish
Brown bullhead from 11 to 14" are particularly abundant Blackcrappie  C C  Avg
in the lake. The pond has a higher than average golden Yellowperch A C  Avg
shiner forage base. White suckers are also present at low || Srownbullhead A A
densities. Bluegill C C Awg
Pumpkinseed C C Avg
Fishing: Should be excellent for bullheads; good for stocked Otge’ .
. . olden shiner A
trout, !argemo_uth bass, crappie and perch; and fair for Whitesucker U
Other fISh SpGCl €s. A=Abundant, C=Common, U=Uncommon, R=Rare

Management: Statewide regulations apply for all species
(see current Connecticut Anglers Guide)

Boating: Motors limited to Shp (see current Connecticut Boater-s Guide).

Comments: Fishing pressure is probably light. The State Record yellow perch (2Ib 130z) was

caught herein 1973.
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