
Connecticut Tree Laws 
 

The following is the Table of Contents from Connecticut Tree Laws: A Compilation of 
Pertinent Statutes and Regulations for Arborists, Foresters, Tree Wardens, and others 
involved with Connecticut’s trees. The full document is available upon request from the CT 
DEEP Division of Forestry. 
 
Each statute has been linked to the current wording of the statute on the Connecticut General 
Assembly website. The abbreviations after the statute title are indications of likely interest in that 
statute by profession, according to the following scheme: 
 A   = Arborist 
 TW= Tree Warden 
 FP = Forest Practitioner 
 GI = General Interest 

The Regulations relating to trees are located elsewhere on the DEEP website and can be 
accessed by going to the Laws & Regulations page.   
 
TITLE 1 
Chapter 1 Construction of Statutes 
 
Sec. 1-1.  Words and phrases. 
  (GI, FP) 
 
TITLE 3 
Chapter 33  Secretary 

 
Sec. 3-110.  State tree. 
  (GI) 
 
TITLE 7 
Chapter 97 Municipalities: General Provisions 
 
Sec. 7-131.  Municipal forests.  
  (GI) 
   
Sec. 7-131a.  Conservation commissions. 
  (GI) 
 
Chapter 98 Municipal Powers 
 
Sec. 7-148.  Scope of municipal powers. 
  (TW, GI) 
 
TITLE 10 
Chapter 164  Educational Opportunities 
 
Sec. 10-29a.  Certain days, weeks and months to be proclaimed by Governor. Distribution and  
  number of proclamations  
  (A, GI) 
 
Chapter 170 Boards of Education 

https://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/browse.asp?A=2704
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_001.htm#Sec_1-1
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Sec. 10-231a.  Pesticide applications at schools: Definitions.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 10-231b. Pesticide applications at schools: Authorized applications. Ban. Exceptions.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 10-231c.  Pesticide applications at schools without an integrated pest management plan.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 10-231d.  Pesticide applications at schools with an integrated pest management plan.  
  (A) 
 
TITLE 12 
Chapter 203 Property Tax Assessment 
 
Sec. 12-63. Rule of valuation. Optional depreciation schedules. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-81. Exemptions. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-96. Exemptions of tree plantations of not less than twenty-five acres. Conversion to 

forest land classification. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-97.  Taxation of timber land of more than ten years’ growth. Conversion to forest land 

classification. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-98.  Classification of land stocked with trees not more than ten years old. Conversion to 

forest land classification. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-99.  Grounds for cancellation of classification. Taxation after cancellation. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-100. Material cut for domestic use exempted from yield tax. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-101.  Due date and collection of tax. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-102.  Taxing of woodland. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-103. Appeals. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-107a. Declaration of policy. (GI)  
 
Sec. 12-107b.  Definitions. (GI)  
 
Sec. 12-107d.  Regulations re evaluation of land as forest land. Implementation of standards and  
  procedures. Certification requirements. Fees. Notice of termination of forest land  
  classification. Application for classification as forest land. Appeal. Report to State  
  Forester. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504a. Conveyance tax on sale or transfer of land classified as farm, forest, open space or 

maritime heritage land. (GI) 

 
Sec. 12-504b. Payment of tax; land declassified; assessment change. (GI)  
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Sec. 12-504c. Excepted transfers. Change of ownership requirements. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504d. Appeals. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504e. Conveyance tax applicable on change of use or classification of land. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504f. Classification of land classified as farm, forest, open space or maritime heritage land 

personal to owner. Certificate of classification. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504g. Recording without payment of tax as constructive notice. (GI) 
 
Sec. 12-504h. Termination of classification as farm, forest, open space or maritime heritage land. 

(GI) 
 

TITLE 13a 
Chapter 238 Highway Construction and Maintenance 
 
Sec. 13a-99a.   Town roads lying within, intersecting or crossing state highway rights-of-way. (A, 

TW) 
 
Sec. 13a-140.  Removal of tree along state highways.  Penalties established by municipalities.  (A, 

TW) 
 
TITLE 16 
Chapter 277 Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Public Utilities 

Regulatory Authority. Office of Consumer Counsel. Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Sec. 16-32h. Performance standards for electric distribution companies and gas companies in 

emergencies. Emergency response report. 
 
Sec. 16-32k. Vegetation management practices review. Report.  
 
Chapter 283 Telephone, Gas, Power and Water Companies 
 
Sec. 16-234.  Conducting vegetation management; notice to abutting and private property owners. 

Changing location of, erecting or placing wires, conductors, fixtures, structures or 
apparatus over, on or under any highway or public ground; rights of adjoining 
proprietors. Objections or requests for modifications. Removal or disposition of 
debris in utility protection zones. Provision of vegetation management plan to town 
or borough. Public availability.  

 (A, TW) 
 
TITLE 19a 
Chapter 368a Department of Public Health 
 
Sec. 19a-77.  (Formerly Sec. 19-43b). "Child care services" defined. Exclusions. Additional 

license. 
  (A) 
 
Sec. 19a-79a.  Pesticide applications at child care facilities.   
  (A) 
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TITLE 22 
Chapter 422 Department of Agriculture 
 
Sec.  22-11a.  "Integrated pest management" defined.   
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22-11b.  Duties of The University of Connecticut Cooperative Extension Service re   
  integrated pest management.   
  (GI) 
 
Chapter 426 Agriculture Experiment Station 
 
Sec. 22-84.  Plant pests. Authority of director. Enforcement. Violation. Firewood transport 

violations. 
  (A, FP, GI)  
 
Sec. 22-84a.  Research consistent with goals of integrated pest management.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-89.  Registration of honey bees.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-91a.  Gypsy moth as public nuisance.   
  (A, TW, FP) 
 
Sec. 22-91b.  Survey of infestation by State Entomologist.   
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-91c.  Roadside spraying. State aid.   
  (TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22-91e.  Emergency. Appropriations.   
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-91f.  Epidemic conditions. (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-96.  Certificate of inspection of imported nursery stock. (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-97.  Nursery and nursery stock defined. (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-98.  Nursery stock; powers of State Entomologist. (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-99.  Nurserymen and dealers to register. (GI) 
 
Sec. 22-100. Nursery certificate. Uninspected stock. (GI) 
 
TITLE 22a 
Chapter 439 Environmental Protection Department and State Policy 
 
Sec.  22a-1.  Policy of the state.  
  (GI) 
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Chapter 440 Wetlands and Watercourses 
 
Sec.  22a-40.  Permitted operations and uses.  
  (FP) 
 
Chapter 441 Pesticide Control 

 
Sec. 22a-46.  Short title: Connecticut Pesticide Control Act.  
  (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-47.  Definitions.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-50. Classification of pesticides, notice of changes. Registration fees, supplemental 

statements, prima facie evidence. (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-54.  Pesticide applicators, certification, classification, notice, fees; reciprocity; financial  
  responsibility; aircraft, tree, public employee applicators.  
  (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-56.  Registration of pesticide distributors. Regulations. Fee.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-57.  Restrictions on sale of pesticides.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-58.  Records to be kept by distributors and applicators.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-59.  Enforcement; inspection, samples, warrants.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-61.  Prohibited acts. Exceptions. Certification denial, suspension or revocation; grounds; 

review of certification. 
  (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-61a. Prohibition re neonicotinoid applications on linden or basswood trees.  

(A, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-61b.  Prohibition re application of neonicotinoids when plant bears blossoms. 

Exceptions. (A, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-63.  Penalties: Fine, imprisonment.   
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-65.  Commissioner's duties. Pesticide Advisory Council.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-66.  Commissioner's powers, hearings, regulations.  
  (A) 
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Sec. 22a-66a.  Notification of the application of pesticides. Registry. Regulations. Penalty.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66b.  Pesticide application businesses: Definitions. Compliance with record maintenance  
  requirements.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66c.  Registration of pesticide application businesses. Application. Fee.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66d.  Action by the commissioner.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66e.  Grounds for denial.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66f.  Employment of commercial supervisory pesticide applicator.  
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66g.  Records. Availability.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-66h.  Penalties.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-66i.  Action of officer or agent deemed to be action of pesticide application business.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 22a-66j.  Regulations. (A) 
Sec. 22a-66k. Utilities pesticide management plan. Notice of application.  
  (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-661.  Application of pesticides by state agencies. Review by Commissioner of Energy and  
  Environmental Protection. Model integrated pest management plans.   
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-66m. Application of pesticides on municipal playgrounds. Lawn care pesticide 

prohibition. Emergency exception. Prior public notice of pesticide application. (A, 
TW, GI) 

 
Sec. 22a-66z.  (Formerly Sec. 19-300u). Permits for use of pesticides in state waters. 
  (GI)  
 
Chapter 446d Solid Waste Management 
 
Sec. 22a-207.  (Formerly Sec. 19-524a). Definitions. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
  
Sec. 22a-207a.  Definitions applicable to sections 22a-208d and 22a-228(b). Definition applicable to 

chapter. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
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Sec. 22a-208.  (Formerly Sec. 19-524b). Powers and duties of commissioner re solid waste   
  management. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-208a.  Permit for construction, alteration or operation of solid waste facility. Application, 

fee. Unpermitted solid waste disposal areas. Modified permits. Hearing. General 
permits: Procedures, regulations. Approval for demonstration project. 

  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-208b.  Zoning or council approval of disposal areas. Municipal authority re land usage for 

solid waste facilities. Limitations.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-208c. Restriction on receiving, disposing of, processing or transporting solid waste.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
  
Sec. 22a-208e.  Quarterly reports by owners or operators of resources recovery facilities and  
  recycling facilities. Deliveries to out-of-state facilities. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-208i.  Composting of leaves and leaves with grass clippings. Regulations. Certain recycling 

facilities exempt from requirement of permit for solid waste facility.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-208l.  Wood-burning facility. Types of wood to be burned. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
  
Sec. 22a-209.  (Formerly Sec. 19-524c). Regulations. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-209a.  Certain processed wood and wood fuel excluded from regulation as solid waste.  

(A, FP, GI) 
  
Sec. 22a-226.  Civil penalty. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-226a.  Penalty.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Chapter 446i Water Resources 

 
Sec. 22a-339g.  Control of nonnative invasive plant species.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 

 
Sec. 22a-381.  Invasive Plants Council: Membership; meetings. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-381a.  Duties and recommendations of the Invasive Plants Council. 
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
  
Sec. 22a-381b.  Listing of invasive and potentially invasive plants by council. Criteria for listing.  
  Approval by majority of council's membership.  
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  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-381c.  Prohibition on purchase of invasive or potentially invasive plants by state agencies.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-381d.  Prohibited actions re certain invasive plants. Exceptions. Municipal ordinances 

prohibited. Penalty.  
  (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 22a-381e. Prohibited actions re running bamboo. Disclosure statement. Penalties. 

Enforcement. Running bamboo as nuisance. (A, FP, TW, GI) 
 
TITLE 23 
Chapter 447 State Parks and Forests 
 
Sec. 23-19.  State Forester.   
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 23-20.  Powers and duties of commissioner.   
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 23-23.  Purchase and sale of seeds and seedling stock. 
  (FP) 
 
Chapter 448  Forests and Wildlife 
 
Sec. 23-31.  Acquisition of property for development as state forests.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-32.  Improvement of forest lands. 
  (FP, GI) 
 
Chapter 449 Fire Wardens 
 
Sec. 23-33.  Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection to be State Forest Fire 

Warden. (GI) 
 
Sec. 23-35.  Fire-fighting crews. 
  (GI)  
 
Sec. 23-36.  Powers and duties of State Forest Fire Warden.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 23-37.  Powers and duties of state forest fire control personnel and district and deputy fire  
  wardens. 
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 23-37a.  Forest fire-fighting equipment for fire companies.  
  (GI) 
 
Sec. 23-37b.  Forest fire-fighting equipment account. 
   (GI) 
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Sec. 23-46.  Disposal of cut brush along highways. Penalty.  
  (A, TW, FP) 
 
Sec. 23-47.  Forest fire hazards.  
  (TW) 
 
Sec. 23-48.  Kindling fire in the open. Penalty. 
  (GI)  
 
Sec. 23-49a.  Declaration of burning ban; special burning permit; penalty; exemptions. 
  (GI) 
  
Sec. 23-50.  Closing of forests by the Governor.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
Chapter 451 Public Shade Trees and Tree Protection Examining Board 
 
Sec. 23-58.  Tree wardens; appointment; compensation; supervision.  
  (TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-59.  Powers and duties of wardens.  
  (TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-59a. Required coursework for tree wardens. Failure to comply. Extension of time. 

Record of completion. Tree Wardens Association of Connecticut coursework. 
Exemptions. Fee. (A, TW, GI) 

 
Sec. 23-60.  Appropriations. Public trees; removal.  
  (TW, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61a.  Definitions. Tree Protection Examining Board. Regulations.   
  (A) 
 
Sec. 23-61b.  Licensing for arboriculture; examination; fees; renewal; suspension; revocation.  
  Nonresidents. Records. Pesticides.   
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61e.  Appeals.  
  (A) 
 
Sec. 23-61f.  Penalties.   
  (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61g. Arborist business. Definitions. (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61h. Arborist business. Certification of registration. Application. Fee. Exemption re 

pesticide application. (A, GI)  
 
Sec. 23-61i. Issuance of certificate. Denial. Hearing. Revocation or suspension of certificate. 

Grounds. Reapplication. (A, GI) 
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Sec. 23-61j. Employment of arborists by arborist business. (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61k. Retention of records by arborist business. Information required. Inspection by 

commissioner. Customer records. (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61l. Violations. Penalty. Attorney General action. (A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-61m. Action by officer, agent or person acting for or employed by arborist business.  

(A, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65.  Posting or distributing advertisements. Removing, pruning, injuring or defacing  
  certain trees or shrubs. Restoration. Damages. Regulations.  Permit for cutting or  
  removal.   
  (A, TW, GI) 
 
Chapter 451a  Forest Practices 
 
Sec. 23-65f.  Definitions.   
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65g.  Forest Practices Advisory Board. Membership. Powers and duties.   
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65h.  Forest practitioner certification. Classifications and requirements. Regulations.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65i.  Forest practice activities. Reports.  (FP) 
Sec. 23-65j.  Forest practices. Regulations. Fees.   
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65k.  Municipal regulation of forest practices.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65l.  Orders. (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65m.  Injunctions.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 23-65n.  Civil penalties.   
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 23-65o.  Denial, suspension or revocation of forest practitioner certification.  
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 23-65p.  Revocation and reinstatement of municipal authority.   
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 23-65q.  Appeal of municipal action re forest practices.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
TITLE 26 
Chapter 495 Endangered Species 
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Sec. 26-303.  Findings. Policy. 
   (GI) 
 
Sec. 26-314.  Natural Area Preserves Advisory Committee. 
  (GI)  
 
TITLE 43 
Chapter 752  Weight and Measurement of Specific Articles 
 
Sec. 43-26.  Saw logs.   
  (FP) 
 
Sec. 43-27.  Fuel wood: Definitions. Measurers of wood. Sale of fuel wood by cord, volume or  
  weight. Regulations.  
  (FP, GI) 
 
TITLE 52 
Chapter 925 Statutory Rights of Actions and Defenses 
 
Sec. 52-557g. Liability of owner of land available to public for recreation; exceptions. (GI) 
 
Sec. 52-557h. Owner liable, when. (GI) 
 
Sec. 52-557i. Obligation of user of land. (GI) 
 
Sec. 52-557k.      Liability of landowner who allows persons to harvest firewood, fruits or vegetables 

or engage in maple-sugaring activities (A, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 52-560.  Damages for cutting trees, timber or shrubbery. Exclusion.   
  (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
Sec. 52-560a.  Damages for encroachment on state, municipal or nonprofit land conservation  
  organization open space land. Attorney General enforcement. Civil action. 
   (A, TW, FP, GI) 
 
TITLE 53 
Chapter 946  Offenses Against Public Policy 
 
Sec. 53-320.  Distribution of noxious seeds or poisons 
  (FP, GI) 
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