
 

relatively easy. Plus, there is little 
or no damage to the meat, which 
will be processed later for the 
dinner table.    

In this way, the animal does not 
escape wounded or suffer.

Also, when you make a good 
shot, field dressing the animal is 

Chapter Twelve 

MAKING A QUICK, CLEAN KILL 
Goal: To promote hunter responsibility for hunting laws, activities, wildlife and resources.

Lesson 1: The Quick,  
Clean Kill 

Objective
In this lesson you will:

���'HVFULEH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�TXLFN��
clean kill. 

When you 
get a chance to 
take a shot at 
wild game, the 
purpose is to 
PDNH�D�TXLFN��
clean kill. You 
don’t want to 

miss or wound game. A well placed 
shot puts the animal down almost 
immediately, which is the ethical 
thing to do when harvesting game. 

To make a quick, clean kill the 
hunter must:
���+DYH�D�FOHDU�YLHZ�DQG�EH�DEOH�WR�
SRVLWLYHO\�LGHQWLI\�WKH�DQLPDO

���%H�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JXQ¶V�VKRRWLQJ�
UDQJH

���$YRLG�REVWUXFWLRQV�VXFK�DV�
WUHHV�DQG�EUDQFKHV�WKDW�PD\�
FDXVH�WKH�EXOOHW�RU�VKRW�WR�
ricochet

���.QRZ�WKH�H[DFW�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
DQLPDO¶V�YLWDO�RUJDQV

Good shot placement 
is critical for a quick, 
clean kill. It also 
PDNHV�¿HOG�GUHVVLQJ�
easier and results in 
more meat

You should not 
take shots at 
PRYLQJ�ELJ�JDPH�
animals.

������2XWGRRU�5RDGPDS�+XQWHU�6DIHW\�7UDLQLQJ���7DNH�\RXU�+XQWHU�(G�RQOLQH�	�HDUQ������LQ�5HZDUGV��*R�WR��ZZZ��2XWGRRUURDGPDS�FRP�+XQWHU(G�



It’s important to be able to 
locate the skeletal system and 
internal organs in commonly 
hunted game animals.

When hunting with a rifle for 
small game such as rabbits and 
VTXLUUHOV�DQG�ELJ�JDPH�VXFK�DV�

Skeletal system and internal organs
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deer, elk and bear, always avoid 
shooting into the abdominal 
cavity because it will not produce 
D�TXLFN��FOHDQ�NLOO�DQG�WKH�DQLPDO�
could escape to suffer and die 
needlessly. Also, for the hunter 
who retrieves a gut-shot animal, 
field dressing and processing of 
the meat is messy and wasteful 
because intestinal juices may spoil 
the meat.  

Know where the abdominal 
cavity is on big and small game.

Know the exact location of 
the vital organs in the animals 
you plan to hunt, so you are able 
WR�PDNH�D�TXLFN��FOHDQ�NLOO��6HH�
the illustrations to understand 
where the vital organs are for 
each game animal.

Vital organs

To hunt safely and ethically, practice 
VKRRWLQJ�\RXU�¿UHDUP�ZHOO�LQ�DGYDQFH�
RI�WKH�KXQWLQJ�VHDVRQ��3UDFWLFH�XQWLO�
you can make accurate shots on tar-
JHWV�FRQVLVWHQWO\��

Squirrel 5DEELW

Pheasant Duck

Wild Turkey

Elk

�7KH�FRUUHFW�SODFH�WR�DLP�RQ�WKH�ZLOG�
turkey for a quick, clean kill is its 
KHDG�DQG�QHFN��7KH�WXUNH\¶V�ZLQJV�
DUH�VR�WKLFN�DQG�VWURQJ�WKH\�PD\�
UHSHO�SHOOHWV�IURP�D�VKRWJXQ�EODVW��
OHDYLQJ�WKH�WXUNH\�ZRXQGHG��:KHQ�
WXUNH\�KXQWLQJ��DOZD\V�DLP�IRU�WKH�
head and neck.

7KH�FRUUHFW�SODFH�WR�DLP�RQ�D�EHDU��OLNH�
RWKHU�ELJ�JDPH�DQLPDOV��LV�WKH�KHDG�RU�
WKH�KHDUW�OXQJ�UHJLRQ��+RZHYHU��D�EHDU¶V�
IXU�LV�ORQJ�DQG�WKLFN��DQG�\RX�VKRXOG�WDNH�
WKDW�LQWR�DFFRXQW��7R�DYRLG�VKRRWLQJ�LQWR�
WKH�KDLU�RQO\�RU�ZRXQGLQJ�WKH�EHDU��ZKLFK�
FDQ�EH�GDQJHURXV��WKH�KXQWHU�PXVW�¿QG�
WKH�H[DFW�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLWDO�RUJDQV���
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