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PART A: SPONSOR AND PROJECT SUMMARY FORM

Please read “Request for Supplemental Information (RFl) QVERVIEW” and this document,
“Request for Supplemental Information (RSl) INSTRUCTIONS” before completing this

form.

Part A must be completed using this “Sponsor and Project Summary Form™

SPONSOR INFORMATION

Type of Entity Check the box that best describes the sponsor.

3 Private individual {1 Municipal government
JG Non-profit organization [0 Corporation or Business
[} State government 1 County government

[} Federal government [0 Academic Institution
¢ Tribal government [ Other (explain)

Authorized Representative of Sponsor

| Connces 5 idicsol

Contact Person (if different from Authorized
Representative):

L Josce+ ¢ i/ccicy

Name

SN Envirovaneyfo { CommiHex |

C HACL A MApL

Title

I I
@ddress

L/0 Crowas Views Daivs . |
City State Zip

(SAwny Aok ¢ ocy@d |
Phone

[do3-¢de—0827 |
Email

celeem£D 3 i€ eathivck wed |

Name
LErn/ Secila SARY [ SAVIWpriMG st idr
COAALTTEL,
Tiitle
Address

LS wesFureey XD

- City State Zip
LSouThRvi2§ Cr 0Y8 8
Phone
[ de3- ded-126s5"
Email

| fAGm hvetleq € 1onjo o cong

00016

CT Housatonic River Natural Resources Restoration Project

oos A e memims e P a2 int e e T

Page 1




Brdject Name Provide a brief working name:
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Primary Category. Check the restoration category that is the primary goal of the project.
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Project Budget Summary

Complete the table below to summarize the budget information that is detailed in Part D: Project Budget Narrative

and Forms. Sponsors are advised to complete Part D (Project Budget Narrative and Forms) before filling in the

table below.

Other Other Total Project Cost
Housatoric River Contributions Contributions (Not (boxes 1+2+3)
NRD Funds — (Committed) Committed)

Requested

1. From Part D, Table 2, Box 5 | 2. From Part D, Table 2, Box 6 | 3. From Part D, Table 2, Box 7 | 4. From Part D, Table 2, Box 8

$/€25.83
Amount of Other Contributions to Be
Considered as Cost-Matching to NRD
Fund Request
5.
Authorizing Statement

I hereby declare that the information included in this project submission and all attachments is
true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge, and that the proposed project
complies with all applicable state, local, and federal laws and regulations.
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Signature of Sponsor or Sponsor Representative Date
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Name of Sponser or Sponsor Representative
(Type or print clearly)
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HOUSATONIC RIVER NATURAL RESOURCES RESTORATION PROJECT
SCHAGHTICOKE INDIAN RESERVATION
KENT CONNECTICUT

Project Proposal:
Schaghticoke Indian Reservation Waterfowl and Migratory Birth Study for Habitat Creation

PART B. PROJECT ABSTRACT

The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation wishes 1o study the resident Ruffled Grouse, Woodcock and migratory
waterfowl populations on their fribal reservation. The objective of this study will be to create a habitat for
these species. Past years of Housatonic River flooding has created erosion and built up sediment along
the river's banks, changing the species’ environments.

Ruffled Grouse and Wocdcock, at one time abundantly present on the reservation, are no fonger seen
there. Both birds are currently under watch by the State of Connecticut due to their decreasing
population. With help from the Depariment of Environmental Protection’s biclogists and wildiife
management staff, the Grouse habitat will be recreated using new free seedlings, and they will return.
Certain tree seedtings will also increase earthworm production, the main component of the Woodcock's
diet. Duck houses should also be established along the river at the reservation to give shelter to Wood
Ducks and Hooded Mergansers, whose natural habitat has also been affected by the river's changes.
Establishing new ground cover plantings will aid all the species with a good food source.

Tribal members would provide voluntary labor. A period of time would be needed to assess whether
replacement or additional seedlings would be necessary.




HOUSATONIC RIVER NATURAIL RESOURCES RESTORATION PROJECT
SCHAGHTICOKE INDIAN RESERVATION
KENT CONNECTICUT

Project Proposal:
Schaghticoke Indian Reservation Waterfowl and Migratory Birth Study for Habitat Creation

PART C. PROJECT NARRATIVE

1.1 Project Goals and Objectives

Flooding and severe forest fires have caused major environmenial changes to the flood plain of
the Housatonic River bordering the Schaghticoke Indian Reservation. The primary goal and
objective of this proposal is to restore and replace lost habitat conditions. Ruffled Grouse,
Woodcock and waterfowl populations have dwindied in this area. Restoring the habitat conditions
would benefit these species and make the area attractive for their return. Replanting lost free
saplings on which Grouse and Woodcock thrive would establish a habitat that can sustain their
presence. Duck houses would attract and provide shelter to Wood Ducks and Hooded
Mergansers no longer nesting in this area.

The overall approach to this project is reseeding by tribal members, using Department of
Environmental Protection Wildlife Management biologists as an advisory resource. Biologists
have advised the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation's Environmental Committee as to the type of tree
seedlings necessary for the birds’ environment. The Ruffled Grouse Society, in coordination with
University of Connecticut's Extension Program, has a Landowner’s Coverts Project, which allows
landowners or representatives fo learn about practice to help in good forest and wildlife
stewardship. Tribal members have applied for this program, which would be available in 2008.
Department of Environmental Protection’s Forestry Division has been contacted for information
on replanting tree seedlings. Arnother resource is the Ruffled Grouse Society, which sells a
perennial ground cover designed for Grouse habitat.

The project’'s schedule would be times with the season to plant the new seedlings — white oak,
poplar and alder — in areas where they are needed. Ground cover would be started in spring so it
has time to establish itself after planting. The next phase would be setting up the new duck
houses along the river. Ducks have their young in the spring; therefore it would be necessary to
install the houses in the fall.

The major phase and milestone of this project will be establishing the new seedlings and ground
cover in damaged areas. Tribal members would perform all lahor. The Tribe's Environmental
Committee, with the help of other tribal members, will perform monitoring of the seedlings’
growth. The second phase will be installing the duck houses along the river. Tribal members will
maintain these houses. A third phase, if needed, will be replacing any seedlings that have failed
or been damaged. '

(One monitoring parameter of this project will be the seedlings’ new growth, as observed by tribal
members. The seedlings will be vuinerable tc environmental conditions making this parameter an
important one. Once seeded, the ground cover will also be watched for any erosion from rain
runoff. A second parameter will be observation through maintenance of the duck houses. This
maintenance is necessary to protect the boxes from weather damage and predators. The first
parameter will eventually prove whether the contingency plan is needed. The contingency plan is
to re-seed any areas negatively affected by the environment. Not all tree seedlings survive the
first planting and replanting may be necessary.




Since the area is tribal land and tribal members are providing the labor, no property agreements
will be necessary. The project will not require regulatory approvals or permits because no
waterways are being changed. A second fiscal year may be required to replant any lost tree
saplings or ground cover that did not flourish.

A total of two to three acres need tree seedlings. One acre is a large area affected by tree fall.
Trees fell as a resuit of the forest fire of 2001. This is the last area where Grouse were seen in
2004. Ground cover and seedlings will be used on this acre. The other fwo areas have some
tree growth but also have been damaged by flooding. Groundcover and tree seedlings will also
be necessary there, but to a lesser extent.

2.0 Evaluation Criteria Narrative
2.1 Relevance and Applicability of Project
21.1 Location of Project

The Schaghticoke Indian Reservation is located in Kent Connecticut along the
Housatonic River, above the Derby Dam and north of Bull's Bridge Dam. The
project’s implementation area is on tribal land along the Housatonic watershed.

21.2 Natural Recovery Period

The reservation environment changes with river flooding and forest fires. A
natural recovery period will be lengthy for burned areas that have suffered tree
and undergrowth loss. Forest fires are a major problem when they occur,; the
worst happened in 1935 with a loss of 5,000 acres, and the most recent in 2001
with a loss of 500 acres. New growth has a chance to reestablish what has been
lost without natural recovery. Restored habitat environments for Grouse and
Woodcock may need years before the birds return. Significant flooding has.also
occurred in 1936, 1955 and 1982. Erosion and sediment buildup has prevented
the area a chance to recover naturally; however, the result of this project will be
an enhancement of the land’s natural healing process. The environmental aid
would not interrupt the natural recovery period, but aid it in its recovery.
Establishing a ground cover for Grouse, Woodcock and ducks will make the area
more attractive to them, and duck houses will provide shelter that is currently
missing.

2.14.3 Sustainable Benefits

Although it will be slow to realize, benefits of this restoration project will be
speedier recovery of land damaged by natural events, and the resulting
reestablishment of environment friendly to Ruffled Grouse, Woodcock, and
waterfowl. Grouse were seen in the area in high numbers before fire and
flooding. New growth will attract the birds back to their previous area.

To sustain the project’s effectiveness, land management courses through
University of Connecticut's Extension System Coverts Program will train tribal
members to further maintain the health of their historic land. In the future
reseeding and maintenance of duck houses may be necessary to assure the
species’ attraction to the area.




2.1.4 Magnitude of Ecological Benefits

The ecological gain from this project will be the natural return of the named bird
species to their former ground along the river bordering the reservation.
Department of Environmental Protection’s biologists have advised that a natural
recovery of Grouse and Woodcock is a better solution than simply restocking the
area. The restocking approach has not done well historically, but recreating the
habitat with forest and land restoration will aid in the recovery. Land
management will also help other animals con the reservation. Turkeys and white
tail deer currently live on the land. A new re-growth of ground cover and trees
will aid them as well. Endangered Timber Rattlesnakes have a large den on the
reservation that was threatened by the forest fire in 2002. The fire also
destroyed ground cover that is essential for them in hunting for small prey such
as mice.

Technical problems that may surface would be orienting the planting schedule
with the weather. Heavy rain will not help new seedlings or ground cover. If
seedling arrival were delayed, the schedule would also need to be pushed back.
Scheduling the planting to the tribal members efforts will also be adjusted in case
of adverse weather. Installing the duck houses would have to be done in early
fall, before the ground freezes.

21.5 Magnitude of Recreational Benefits

A recreational benefit of this proposal is that bird watcher's groups will be able to
monitor the return of the species. The Western Connecticut Bird Watchers’
Society is active in the Litchfield County area. lts members often drive through
the area and could utilize the opportunity to observe grouse, woodcock or ducks,
serving as a source of observation help in addition to that of tribal members.
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation's Environmental Committee will collect information
and provide documentation regarding progress of the environment and its
species.

2.2 Technical Merit
2,21 Technical/Technological Feasibility

The restoration will consist of three phases. The first phase will be ordering and
receiving white oak and poplar tree seedlings. The proposed area will be two to
three acres of tribal land. Once the seedlings have been received, tribal
members will plant them according to where they are needed. A barrier of
netting with wooden stakes will be erected around the plants to protect them from
animals.

The second phase will be establishing the ground cover necessary for Grouse,
Woodcock and waterfowl. The Ruffled Grouse Society sells a trait mix seed
program designed for Grouse habitat. It is an annual seed, which will establish a
ground base. Tribal members will plant ground cover seed in areas where the
vegetation needs augmentation.

The third phase will be instaliing Wood Duck houses along the edge of the river.
Tribal members will set 4-inch by 4-inch posts in the ground and mount the
houses on the posts. Because of the rising cost of lumber materials, pre-built
duck houses will be purchased as a cost savings. Along with the duck houses
tribal members will plant more ground cover. This cover is an annual waterfowl
forage, which will give waterfow! another source of feed in their migration pattern.




Department of Environmental Protection biologists from the Franklin Office
recommended using timber restoration methods to encourage the Grouse and
Woodcock's return. This method has been used in different areas of Connecticut
with variable success. The Ruffled Grouse Society, in conjunction with the
Appalachian Cooperative Grouse Research Project performed a six-year study of
areas with better ground vegetation showing that establishing this growth in early
spring and summer led to more successful rearing of young grouse. The young
grouse feed on insects for the first month of their life, and then will eat berries
and oak nuts. Once mature, the white oak seedlings will produce this food for
the habitat.

The Woodcock habitat consists of trees that will produce an earthworm base in
the ground. DEP bioclogists have advised that Woodcock survive on a diet which
is 75% to 80% comprised of earthworms. Once mature, poplar trees will sustain
the area with the earthworms the woodcocks need.

Once established, the duck houses will become more familiar to the ducks in the
area. State of Connecticut conservation officers monitor duck houses at lakes
and ponds in the state. Duck populations are aided by the presence of duck
houses since flooding and fires have damaged trees along the river.

The major uncertainty of this project is whether the Grouse and Woodcock
indeed return to the area even though land and environment restoration is
achieved. There is, however, a natural tendency for the environment to revert to
the conditions before damage occurred so that birds will return. Complications
and corrections would be the need to reestablish more seedlings to replace
growth that didn't survive the first year. Ground cover may also have to be
reseeded due to washout or wind-blown seed. A second fiscal year may be
needed fo replace what didn’t survive the first. Another uncertainty is weather.
Coordinating the labor force with cooperative weather will be a challenge.
Hopefully there will be encugh time and good weather for both to be successful.

2.2.2 Adverse Environmental Impact

Reservation land has been affected by environmental changes over the years.
Flooding occurrences in 1936, 1955, 1982 and 2007 has changed the habitats of
birds that once lived in the area. A number of factors have led to the decline of
Woeodcock and Grouse populations. Habitat was lost or destroyed, and breeding
and wintering grounds are lost. According to DEP biologists the hunting mortality
of Woodcock in Connecticut is not to blame. Pollution and contaminants are a
factor in the decline. But the biggest threat is change and loss of habitat.
Flooding in the area has caused sediment to fravel to areas where tree and
ground cover that once gave support o these birds is now gone. Forest fires
have also had an impact on the land, the history of which dates back to 1892,
when Schaghticoke Mountain was the site for active coaling. Fires in coal pits for
iron production were documented as having burned down the side of the
mountain into the reservation, destroying gardens of the tribal members. On May
25, 1917 the New Milford Times interviewed lifelong tribal resident George
Cogswell. Cogswell stated a recent fire on the mountain had burned areas
where Ruffled Grouse had ground nests, and most likely their young were lost.
He also noted that past floods in the area caused duck populations to lose their
nests to high water. Two other major fires occurred in the area: one in 1935 in
which 5000 acres burmmed, and one in 2001 in which 500 acres burned.

We hope the completion and maturity of this project will influence bird
populations to inhabit the area once again. Environmental changes have




impacted ground cover and tree growth, which the species use for food. New
growth established in the wetland area, especially poplar trees, will provide
another food source for Woodcock. When mature these trees will also help with
natural flood control.

Timber Rattlesnakes have a large den on the reservation. This species is also on
the endangered list in Connecticut, and hikers rarely report sightings of these
snakes as they pass through the reservation. Their environment has also been
impacted severely by fire in 2001 and flooding in 1982 and 2007. More ground
cover lost this way wili further threaten the species.

lt is our hope that this project will help offset the impact to the environment from
floods and fires. Historically the land has recovered somewhat from these
events, but never fully. Qur plan can assist the iand with its own recovery.

2.2.3 Human Health and Safety

Our plans will not stop the largely natural occurrences of fiood or fire, but they will
enhance public safety. The Schaghticoke Tribal Naticn's Envirenmental
Committee is currently conducting a survey of its members regarding fish, game
and native plant species found on the reservation, and follow living patterns from
tribal residents of past years. This information will be included in the
Environmental Protection Agency’s site file for Rest of River in Connecticut.
Resulting sightings from this project will be included in that agency’s file. The
EPA has advised that because of the forest fires there is a chance that dioxin is
present in any erosion or runoff from those sites. Dioxin is a combination of
taxins formed as by-products of industrial processes which have settled on land
through air pollution. This condition would have a large impact on human health.
Our project can reestablish ground cover and tree root systems previously lost.
Through the reservation along the river there is a town road, which has had
numerous rack, and tree slides, threatening passing cars.

A minor adverse impact could be realized in planting the seedlings. The
seedlings are three to six inches in height with a roct ball about one inch in
diameter. A small garden trowel is ail that will be needed to dig a smali hole in
the ground, place the seedling and replace the soil. In this process there would
be minor disturbance of the sediment present. However, considering the small
size of these seedlings, no harm should be caused.

2.2.4 Measurable Results

This project will aid land by replenishing environmental resources previously lost
in flooding and fire. Tree seedlings transplanted {o the reservation will in time
provide necessary habitat conditions for native bird species. The effect of past
erosion will be restored with new ground cover that will also benefit area
waterfowl and create habitat-friendly areas for them.

A structural parameter for this project is the restoration of the land with new
growth. It will not repair the 500 acres burmned in 2001, nor will it repair fiood
damage from 1982 and 2007. It will, however, be a first step in returning Grouse
and Woodcock to their original habitat area. A functional parameter for the
project will be an increase of sightings of these birds on the reservation. The
presence of duck houses will give sheiter and reproductive nesting areas to
Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers. An additional siructural parameter is in
creating the lost habitat for the endangered species on the reservation. Sightings
of the Timber Rattlesnake are few since the 2001 fire burned through part of their




den. Therefore another functional parameter will be protecting an endangered
species with habitat restoration.

A target value is establishing new plant growth in the area, the loss of which can
be controlled with this project. Retuming Grouse and Woodcock to the areais a
natural event. Replacing destroyed trees and ground cover is a reference value.
What exist now in certain locations are uprooted trees along the river and burned
areas without ground cover. New growth can be compared to current conditions.

Monitoring and evaluation will be the responsibility of Schaghticoke Tribal
Nation’s Environmental Committee. Members of the Appatachian Trail
Conference will be asked to report any sightings of Grouse or Woodcock as they
hike through the reservation. This trail is heavily used and these reports will be
essential. The Connecticut chapter of this organization also maintains the trail,
and those who perform that work will be asked to report sightings to the
Environmental Committee. The Western Connecticut Bird Watchers Society, the
Connecticut Audubon Society, and the Connecticut chapter of Ducks Unlimited
are all active in the area and can help by reporting sightings and observations.

Lastly, tribal members will be asked to watch for new growth and bird sightings
oh the reservation. Surveys being conducted for the EPA will be a resource for
further evaluation of progress.

The Environmental Committee will collect the data and use it to monitor project
results. The information will show if new growth has been established
successfully or if replanting is necessary. Tribat members will inspect duck
houses for signs of use. We will also share information with DEP’s Wildlife and
Waterfow! biologists, who are currently watching the state’'s population of Grouse
and Woodcock.

A concern in this project will be maintaining the new seedlings. A contingency
plan for replanting will be in place if any unexpected environmental event affects
their taking root. Tribal members whe attend UCONN’s Coverts Program will
have gained knowledge for beiter land management and habitat restoration.
State of Connecticut biologists are following the species concerned in this
project, and we would also coordinate with their efforts to evaluate birds in the
Housatonic River watershed.

2.3 Project Budget
2.31 Relationship of Expected Costs to Expected Benefits

If this proposal is accepted, the Schaghticoke Indian Reservation would receive
the largest economic, social and environmental benefit. The Schaghficoke Tribal
Nation is a non-profit organization, which receives no mornies to support and
maintain their reservation. All work performed on the reservation, as well as the
costs incurred, is voluntary. Tribal members will contribute the labor, as they
have always done, but will certainly appreciate financial assistance with the doltar
cost of materials. In this way, cost is reduced and economic gain realized.

The second beneficiary will be the environment itself. New tree seedlings and
ground cover wilt repair an injured natural resource and aliow bird habitats to
reestablish themselves.




2.3.2 Implementation — Oriented

Implementation of this proposal will restore damaged land in preparation for new
habitat for Ruffled Grouse, Woodcock and Wood Ducks. The project is designed
So that tribal members can provide their own labor. Training from UCONN's
Cooperative Extension System's Coverts Project will allow tribal members to
restore and manage their land. DEP’s Wildlife and Forest Divisions have
supplied Schaghticoke Tribal Nation's Environmental Committee with resources
that make it feasible to start and finish the project.

2.3.3 Budget Justification and Understanding

Components of the project's budget will be listed as each task is listed in its order
in the project implementation plan: All {free seedlings listed will create habitats for
Ruffled Grouse, Woodcock and Wood Ducks. These trees, which were abundant
on the reservation, have been damaged in flocd and fire. The trees listed will
also provide a food source for the bird species.
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25
10
25
10
10
10
100
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FIRST FISCAL YEAR

Black Oak seedlings, 1 year

Swamp White Oak seedlings, 1 year
Additional, for wetlands

White Oak seediings, 1 year

Black Alder seediings, 1 year, for wetlands
Poplar transplants, 1 year, for wetlands
Beech seedlings, 1 year

Tree fertilizer tablets, one tablet each seedling
Planting bar (narrow shovel tool)

Rolls deer netting, 7 foot x 100 foot roll, total

{Above material supplied by a Pennsylvania
nursery specializing in oak restoration)
Shipping

& Ib bags trail mix for ground cover as advised and
sold by Ruffled Grouse Society
Shipping

12 Ib bags ground cover seed for waterfowl
as sold by Cabela's
Shipping

6-piece bundles garden stakes, 2 per tree
Sales tax

Pre-built duck houses, placement as advised
by DEP
Shipping

8 foot 4 inch x 4 inch pressure freated posts

to anchor duck houses
Sales tax

Total Materials First Fiscal Year

$ 19.69
$36.00
$20.79
$44.00
$18.59
$33.99
$17.49
$17.54
$38.44

$ 46.08

$ 58.72

$28.62

$11.88

$ 202.61

$ 132.00

$39.28

$8.00

$198.00

$ 510.24

$ 149.60

$53.44

$3.21
$ 56.65

$351.33

$ 160.62

$47.98

$ 209.88

$659.84

$1,486.30
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SECOND FISCAL YEAR
(All items only f necessary, for replanting)

Black Oak seedlings, 1 year

Swamp White Cak seediings, 1 year
White Oak seedlings, 1 year

Black Alder seedlings, 1 year
Poplar transplants, 1 year

Fertilizer tablets

Shipping {20% of total)

6 b bag trail mix for ground cover as advised and
sold by Ruffled Grouse Society

Shipping

12 Ib bag ground cover seed for waterfowl

as sold by Cabela's
Shipping

Total Materials Second Fiscal Year

First year total
Second year total

PROJECT TOTAL

$13.15
$20.79
$22.90
$ 13.15
$20.85

$8.03

$ 10.00

$10.00
$31.99

$1,486.30

$193.53

$1,679.83

$ 98.87

$19.77

$33.00

$21.99

$ 11854

$ 43.00

$193.53
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2.3.4 Leveraging of Additional Resources

All tabor necessary for this project will be on a voluntary basis, provided by
members of the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation. The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation’s
Environmental Committee’s work is also voluntary. As the Schaghticoke Tribal
Nation is a non-profit entity, there is no additional money coming into this project
with which to match funds.

2.3.5 Comparative Cost-effectiveness

The entire area of tribal fand that is in need of restoration is far too large to
consider remedying it all at one time. it will take years to reestablish habitat that
was lost with fire and flooding. Restoring smaller areas will be one step toward
that goal. Department of Environmental Protection’s Ruffled Grouse biologist
has advised Environmental Committee members that restocking methods have
been tried, and failed in Connecticut. The Environmental Committee’s original
proposal involved restocking, but the cost was too great. In Dutchess County,
Dover Plains, New York there is an effort underway to restock grouse. This area
is near to the Schaghticoke Indian Reservation, so with our effort to recreate
natural habitat conditions, reservation land may benefit from Dutchess County’s
plan.

2.4 Socioeconomic Merit
241 Community Involvement and Diversity

Public involvement in this project will contribute toward its success. Information
from public groups will be used as a monitoring parameter for resuits. The
Connecticut chapter of the Appalachian Trail Conference and the Western
Connecticut Bird Watchers Society will be asked to observe and report on the
bird species concerned. The Connecticut chapter of Ducks Unlimited and the
Connecticut Audubon Society will also be asked to contribute their ocbservations.
Ducks Uniimited is dedicated to watching waterfowl. The Environmental
Committee’s survey of tribal members and the public for reservation wiidlife
information will continue. Public involvement will be a necessary tool to complete
this project and monitor the results in the future.

24.2 Adverse Sociceconomic Impacts

it is our hope the community will be influenced by our completion of this project,
in such a way that they will begin to work with the Tribe toward a common goeal of
habitat restoration. Public input is necessary as an additional resource o
monitor the success of this undertaking. Hiking and bird watching are
recreational activities that can also contribute to the project’'s success as we
collect their participants’ observations. We need the public’s contribution in spirit.

Tribal members and the public will gain in education as they learn more about the
birds of the area, and will have a better understanding of habitat needs. The
area's forestry will benefit as reseeding the land with irees has conservation
value.
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243 Coordination and Integration

Our project data will be available to coordinate with the Department of
Environmentai Protection’s biologists, who are doing work on behalf of Ruffled
Grouse and Woodcock. Biologists have been tagging Woodcock to study their
habits for five years at this writing. Springtime is when the birds are the most
active and are trapped and tagged. If this proposal is acceptied and the project
impiemented, the reservation’s portion of the Housatonic River watershed could
be another site for tracking. Presently the nearest site is in Sharon, Connecticut,
at the Audubon Society.

Replanting and replenishing trees and ground cover will help recreate lost habitat
areas for wild birds. Once established, this new growth wiil also benefit other
wild animals. All of the tree seedlings listed are of a nut and seed variety on
which other birds also feed. Wild Turkey and Deer eat acorns in the fall to build
up their reserves for winder life. The ground cover will produce a habitat for
insect life on which young Grouse rely. Overall, the proposal will benefit many
varieties of wild life, while also restoring tribal land to its native condition.

2.4.4 Public Outreach

Public cutreach will be achieved by using various groups to aid in observing the
changes in number of species to their new habitats. The Connecticut Chapter of
the Appalachian Trail Conference will be asked to observe wildlife changes on
the reservation, and hikers will be made aware of the Tribe’s goals for
reservation land. Education about native species of wildlife and plants will
benefit bath the public and the reservation. Public input will also bring more
thorough data to the tribal surveys about native species. Bird Watcher groups
have already helped the Environmental Committee with research. The Western
Connecticut Bird Watchers Society held a lecture on American Woodcack given
by DEP’s biologist. The Environmental Committee was present at this talk and
gained from it in resource on its concerned species. in addition, contact has
been established with this group for help with observational monitoring.

2.5 Applicant Implementation Capacity

2.5.1 Technical Capacity of Applicant and Project Team

Schaghticoke Tribal Nation is a non-profit organization. This application for
environmental assistance for the reservation is the Tribe’s first. The
Environmentat Committee is made up of volunteer members who are the
applicant's contacts for the proposal. Research and time and time for writing the
specifications of the grant application have been a voluntary effort by two
members of the Committee. This group researched material and pricing. By
becoming involved with the Ruffled Grouse Soclety and the University of
Connecticut Cooperative Extension System Coverts Project Cooperator, tribal
members will become better land managers. One Environmental Committee
member has volunteered to help with the actual tagging of Woodcock through
DEP’s Wildlife Management Office. Maintaining the Wood Duck houses every
year is a type of field training. Tribal members will learn more about the species
while maintaining their habitat.

In 1980 the Schaghticoke Indian Reservation hosted a native plant study. Barrie
Kavasch, an ethnobotanist on native plants and foods, held a plant study with
tribal member to identify native plants that were found on the reservation. Tribal
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members working with her helped identify at least 100 plants and trees on tribal
land. ldentification included plants that were used for native food consumption.
Information gained from this study has also been used in the surveys of tfribal
members on the subject. Tribal members have studied habitat on the reservation
as an environmental issue.

252 Administrative Capacity of Applicant and Project Team

The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation’s Environmental Committee is made up of
various work backgrounds. Tribal members who had observed wild birds through
the years and saw the numbers decline brought the idea for this proposal to the
Environmental Committee’s attention. All training and resources the
Environmental Committee have come from outside sources. The Depariment of
Environmental Protection’s Wildlife Management Office on Grouse, Woodcock
and Waterfowl provided key information on habitat restoration. Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection’s Forestry Division was used as a
source on information for timber restoration. If the proposal for this project is
accepted, all these agencies will further lend their resources to it. The Coverts
Program will help tribal members leam to maintain their land.

253 Project Commitments

Tribal members have always worked to maintain reservation land. There never
was an outside source working for the tribe for its care. All Native Americans
have a commitment to maintain and respect their land. The Environmental
Committee has committed its own time in working to secure this project. Other
tribal members will also commit their time to see the project through with their
own labor. Once the project is completed, Environmental Committee members
will monitor results for grant obligations as well as for EPA’s file on the Tribe.
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