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What is WasteWise?

• WasteWise is a free, voluntary EPA     
partnership program.

• WasteWise helps organizations eliminate costly 
waste through waste reduction practices —
benefiting the organization’s bottom line and the 
environment.

• WasteWise is flexible.
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Who Can Join WasteWise?

• Any type of organization can join.

• Currently, there are more than 2500 partners and 

endorsers in WasteWise from more than 50 

sectors.

• Registration is simple and available online.

www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/join.htm
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Healthcare WasteWise Partners

• CT hospital partners

Bridgeport Hospital

St Vincent’s Medical Center

Hospital of Central Connecticut

Hartford Hospital

In New England, there are currently 29 hospital 
partners.  Hospitals are usually under ―Medical 
Services‖ category



The WasteWise Approach

Partners commit to at least three approaches to       

waste reduction:

– Waste prevention (i.e. source reduction)

– Recycling 

– Purchasing recycled content products

– Manufacturing products using recycled content



Benefits of Waste Reduction

• Cost savings

– Avoided disposal costs

– Recycling revenue

– Purchasing less from source reduction

• Environmental Benefits

– Waste reduction benefits

– Climate benefits (greenhouse gas emission reductions)

• Good PR
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Waste and Climate Change
• Waste generation and management is a                   

source of GHG emissions.

• Waste management activities account for approximately 
3% of total U.S. GHG emissions. 
– A September 2009 EPA report states that combined material 

management is associated with an estimated 42% of total US 
GHG emissions.

• Waste reduction activities result in emission reduction 
benefits that are realized across multiple industry    
sectors .
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What Does WasteWise Offer?
• Free Technical Assistance

– Individual attention, Helpline, Publications

• Free Re-TRAC waste tracking database

• Access to waste activities reports

• Climate Profile 

• EPA Recognition

– Awards, case studies, articles, and website success 
story features              

• Sector Benchmarking
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Re-TRAC Database
• Partners can track 

activities and input data all 

year long

• Re-TRAC is designed to 

be an interactive tool—not 

just for end-of-year 

reporting

• Provides tangible benefit 

to Partners for improved 

data management 
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Re-TRAC Database
• Partners can report data for 

multiple locations

– Ex: ACME Paper can 

report activities in their 

VA, MD, and DC offices

– Need to have at least 

one location

– Climate Profile report 

sums the data for all 

locations
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Re-TRAC Database
• Numerous materials 

are pre-loaded for 

reporting

– Synchronized with 

EPA’s WARM model

– Ability to add ―Other‖ 

when material is not 

on the list
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Re-TRAC Database
• Manage contact information 

within Re-TRAC like:

– Name

– Email

– Address

• Partners can have multiple 

contacts

• Contacts can be limited to 

specific locations
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Re-TRAC Database

• Access to Re-TRAC 

reports with real-time data

– Re-TRAC offers several 

valuable reports 

– Climate Profile available 

immediately after EPA 

reviews annual data

– Historical data 

comparisons
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Re-TRAC Database
• Support resources  for 

partners

– Screen casts online

– FAQs online

– Helpline
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Individualized Climate Profile

• Calculates greenhouse gas emissions reductions   
resulting from waste prevention and recycling activities. 

• Translates these into 

real-life equivalents.

• Valuable tool for                                              
communicating 

environmental benefits 

to management, 

employees, customers, 

and other stakeholders. 
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Commodity

Amount waste 

prevented & 

recycled 

(tons)*

GHG 

reductions 

(MTCE)

Metals 2,458,134 -3,689,057

Plastics 278,431 -139,490

Paper 1,177,041 -1,170,993

Organics 2,508,641 -602,881

Glass 54,682 -4,773

C&D 273,817 -2,739

Other 5,942,355 -433,061

TOTAL 12,419,283 -6,040,255

WasteWise Partners’ 2007 GHG Emission 

Reductions by Commodity
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WasteWise Partner Commitments

• Register to join the WasteWise Program                    

online via Re-TRAC Database.

• Commit to at least three approaches to reduce waste.

• Submit baseline data online and within 60 days of 

registration.

• Report annual progress via Re-TRAC.
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Want to Join WasteWise?

Registration is simple and available online.

www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/

join.htm

Additional Questions on WasteWise

www.epa.gov/wastewise

Helpline at (800) EPA-WISE
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A voluntary partnership 

with EPA

ENERGY STAR is…

A strategic approach to 

energy management



Benchmarking is Key to a Successful 

Energy Program 

• Heighten awareness of energy use

• Identify billing errors

• Assess effectiveness of current operations, 

policies, practices

• Document environmental stewardship and 

demonstrate success

• More responsive management through more 

informed decision-making



Building Energy UseHighest Lowest

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 
B

u
ild

in
g

s

1001 25 50 75Benchmark Score

Sample Acute care 

177 bed facility

280,000 square feet

1052 550 443 183353KBtu/ft2/year

U.S. EPA Energy Performance 

Rating System



Top 25% of energy-

efficient buildings 

nationwide.

Use 35% less carbon 

dioxide and 35% less 

energy than their peers, 

on average

Building Recognition



New England Healthcare Facilities are 

Using Energy Star

• So far, 161 New England hospital accounts have 
benchmarked energy performance using Portfolio 
Manager (CT-45, ME-20, MA-71, NH-14, RI-7, VT-4) 

Benchmarking is the first step toward improving energy 
performance

• Four New England hospitals have earned ENERGY 
STAR Labels:
– St. Francis, CT

– VA West Haven, CT (Labeled in 2007, 2006 and 2002 )

– VA Jamaica Plain, MA (Labeled in 2003)

– St. Mary's Regional Medical Center, ME (Labeled in 2009)



Energy Star Portfolio Manager Reports

• New reporting feature

• You can extract & display information about your facilities & 

energy performance

• Prioritizes activities and investments, establishing more 

robust benchmarks, reporting to other groups, and 

conducting comparative analysis. 

• Select from eight report templates and customize reports 

• Report can be viewed as a data table or graph.

• Results can be exported in PDF, Excel, XML and CSV. 

• Accessed from the My Portfolio page click on 

Generate a Report link. 

• Portfolio Manager Reports Quick Reference Guide at 
www.energystar.gov/istar/pmpam/external_reporting/lib/docs/PM_Reports_QRG.pdf

http://www.energystar.gov/istar/pmpam/external_reporting/lib/docs/PM_Reports_QRG.pdf


Energy Star Resources 

• Energy Star Healthcare page 

www.energystar.gov/healthcare

• Benchmark Portfolio at

www.energystar.gov/benchmark

• ENERGY STAR’s Healthcare Energy Savings 

Financial Analysis Calculators, Pilot Version 1.0
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=healthcare.bus_healthcare_energysavings_calc

• Assess your energy management program at
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=guidelines.guidelines_index

http://www.energystar.gov/healthcare
http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=healthcare.bus_healthcare_energysavings_calc
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=guidelines.guidelines_index


Next Steps

• Take Benchmark Training
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=healthcare.bus_healthcare_workshops

• Consider Appling for Energy Star Label
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bu

s_portfoliomanager_intro

• Join ENERGY STAR

www.energystar.gov/join

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=healthcare.bus_healthcare_workshops
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_intro
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_intro
http://www.energystar.gov/join


Questions ?

Want to join EPA Region 1’s hospital email group for 

regular updates on environmental issues?

Janet Bowen, EPA Region 1

617-918-1795

Bowen.Janet@epa.gov

www.epa.gov/region1/healthcare

mailto:Bowen.Janet@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/region1/healthcare

