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2019 Legislative Session in Review

Lee Sawyer, Director of Materials Management Planning

Special Guest: Sen. Christine Cohen, Chair, Environment Committee
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Budget
The Two-Year State Budget maintains DEEP staffing, protects funds for
energy efficiency programs, ensures the Passport to Parks supports parks
programs, creates a new and improved rebate program for electric and
hydrogen-fueled vehicles, maintains the Community Investment Act
Account, maintains the Council on Environmental Quality, and phases out
single use plastic bags. The budget also set ambitious goals for greening
the state vehicle fleet, consistent with Governor Lamont's Executive Order
1, which instructed state agencies to reduce energy consumption, water
usage, and waste.
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I am Lee Sawyer, it’s nice to be back before SWAC.  I have recently accepted a position as DEEP’s Director of Planning for the Materials Management and Compliance Assurance Bureau, where I will be responsible for process improvements across a range of programs as while as helping coordinate our policy and legislative efforts with respect to materials management.

Our legislative team could not join us today because of another commitment, but I want to acknowledge the good work of DEEP’s Senior Policy Advisor James Albis, and Legislative Director Mandi Careathers. In addition, Chris Nelson, as always, was a big help this past session.
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Executive Order 1: GreenerGovCT
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Executive Order 1: GreenerGovCT
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Bottle Bill

Multiple proposals were ultimately unsuccessful. Some proposals 
included:
 Adding sports drinks and teas
 Increasing deposit value
 Increasing handling fees
 Deposits on nips, wine and liquor
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Three Tiers for Connecticut & “Nip it in the Bin”
In response to interest in legislation regarding “nip” bottles, stakeholders 
formed a new 501C(3) called Three Tiers for Connecticut, and pledged:
 20 litter pickups in collaboration with Live Green CT over five years
 500 trash or recycling bins purchased and placed throughout the state
 A five-year public service and public education campaign focused on litter 

eradication and responsible recycling, especially of wine and spirits 
containers.  This part of the campaign will be known as “Nip it in the Bin” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nip bottles too often end up as litter, but that doesn’t need to be the case.  We are hopeful that the program provided by Three Tiers will lead to meaningful reduction in litter, which is important to preserving the environment and quality of life in the state


The Founding membership is as follows:
Supplier/Manufacturer Tier:
	Beam Suntory
Brown Forman
	Diageo
	Pernod Ricard
	Sazerac
 
Wholesaler/Distributor Tier:
	Allan S. Goodman, Inc.
	Brescome and Barton
	Connecticut Distributors
	Eder Brothers, Inc.
	Hartley & Parker LTD
	Northeast Beverage
	Opici Family Distributors
	Slocum and Sons, Inc.
	The Winebow Group
	Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of Connecticut, Inc.
 
Retailer Tier:
	Connecticut Package Store Association.
 
The organizations officers are:
President and Treasurer:
Lawrence F. Cafero, Jr.
Executive Director and General Counsel
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of Connecticut, Inc.
 
Vice President:
A Dwayne Kratt
Senior Director of Government Affairs
Diageo North America
 
Treasurer:
Stephen Downes
President
Connecticut Package Store Association
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Farm-Based Anaerobic Digestion (HB 5002)

Exempts certain anaerobic digestion
facilities at animal feeding operations
from DEEP permit requirements; allows
the DEEP commissioner to procure up to
10 MW of energy and related products
from such facilities; and requires PURA to
establish interconnection standards for
biogas derived from certain farm and
other waste.
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Legislation also doubles the state’s Virtual Net Metering Cap from $10 million to $20 million

Requirements for Exemption from Permit Requirement In order to be exempt, such facilities must be collocated with an animal feeding operation, which, under the bill, is a lot or facility on a farm, other than an aquatic animal production facility, where (1) animals have been, are currently, or will be stabled or confined and fed or maintained for a total of at least 45 days in a 12-month period and (2) crops, vegetation, forage growth, or post-harvest residues are not sustained in the normal growing season over any portion of such lot or facility. 

In addition, exempt facilities must (1) use feed stock that is at least 50% by volume farm-generated organic waste from an animal feeding operation and not more than 5% by volume food scraps, food processing residuals, and soiled or unrecycled paper and (2) beneficially use any discharge that is not energy end products. Specifically, the bill requires liquid material end products to be used as fertilizer and solid material end products to be used for animal bedding, soil or soil amendment, fertilizer, or other value-added products. 

Under the bill, any discharge applied to land in Connecticut must be applied at an agronomic rate consistent with the nutrient management plan on the farm where the facility is located. The bill defines farm-generated organic waste as waste associated with animal feeding operations including animal bedding, manure, urine, silage, leachate, wastewaters associated with egg or dairy production, animal feed waste, and barnyard runoff. The bill requires animal feeding operations that have an exempt facility to annually submit to the DEEP commissioner, by July 31, the amount of farm-generated organic waste that is processed by the facility. The bill requires it to indicate the amount of waste processed from the animal feeding operation and from other sources on a form DEEP prescribes. 
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Other Legislation of Interest
Packaging
An agency bill, HB 7295, would have solicited plans from producers of packaging to decrease costs of 
recycling system to municipalities. 

Waste-to-Energy
A proposal to increase the value of the class II Renewable Energy Credit for waste-to-energy failed to 
move forward.

Future of MIRA Project
A proposal to accelerate contract talks between MIRA and Sacyr Rooney was not raised on the floor, 
but substantial progress was made during the session.

PFAS
A proposal to ban the use of AFFF firefighting foam for training did not receive a vote.

Presenter
Presentation Notes







8

Plastic Bags

Image: New London Day
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Christine Cohen is the State Senator representing the 12th district, which includes Branford, Guilford, Madison, North Branford, Killingworth, and Durham. She is a business owner and first-term senator who has wasted no time in demonstrating leadership on a range of issues that are important to the environment and human health. Her leadership was instrumental in passage of legislation that will phase out plastic bags by July 1, 2021. We are so grateful that Sen. Cohen could join us today. Sen. Cohen, welcome to DEEP and the Solid Waste Advisory Council.
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Thank You
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