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2012

Sierra Club Coolest Schools

2013 2014 2015 2016

1. College of the Atlantic

2. SUNY College of Env.

Science & Forestry 

3. UCal Irvine

4. Colby College 

5. Stanford University

6. Arizona State University

7. Loyola University Chicago

8. UCal Davis

9.

10. Green Mountain 

College

1. UCal Irvine

2. UCal Davis

3. University of Wisconsin, 

Oshkosh

4. Colorado State University

5. Middlebury College

6. Oberlin College

7. Cal San Diego

8.

9. Lewis & Clark College

10. University of  

Washington

1. UCal Irvine

2. American University

3. Dickinson College

4. Loyola University Chicago

5. Lewis & Clark College

6. Stanford University

7. University of South 

Florida

8. Green Mountain College 

9.

10. Georgia Institute of 

Technology

1.

2. Dickinson College

3. UCal Irvine

4. UCal Davis

5. Cornell University

6. Green Mountain College

7. Stanford University

8. Georgia Institute of 

Technology

9. American University

10. UCal Santa Barbara

1. UCal Davis

2. Georgia Institute of 

Technology 

3. Stanford University 

4. University of Washington

5.

6. University of New 

Hampshire

7. Duke University 

8. Yale University 

9. UCal Irvine

10. Appalachian State



2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

UI Green Metric 

1. University of Nottingham     
(United Kingdom)

2. Northeastern University 
(United States of America)

3.

(United States of America)

4. University College Cork 
(Ireland)

5. Linkoping University 
(Sweden)

6. UCal Berkeley                   
(United States of America)

7. UCLA
(United States of America)

8. Washington University 
(United States of America)

9. UCal Merced               
(United States of America)

10. University of Bath    
(United Kingdom)

1.

(United States of America)

2. University of Nottingham 
(United Kingdom)

3. University College Cork 
(Ireland)

4. Northeastern University 
(United States of America)

5. University of Plymouth 
(United Kingdom)

6. University de Sherbrooke
(Canada)

7. UCLA
(United States of America)

8. University of N. Carolina 
(United States of America)

9. University of Bath   
(United Kingdom)

10. UCal Merced               
(United States of America)

1.University of Nottingham     
(United Kingdom)

2. University College Cork 
(Ireland)

3. Nottingham Trent Univ. 
(United Kingdom)

4. UCal Davis                         
(United States of America)

5. University of Oxford 
(United Kingdom)

6.University of Bradford 
(United Kingdom)

7.

(United States of America)

8. U. fur Bodenkultur Wien 
(Austria)

9. UCal Berkeley                   
(United States of America)

10. Northeastern University 
(United States of America)

1.University of Nottingham     
(United Kingdom)

2.

(United States of America)

3. UCal Davis                         
(United States of America)

4. University College Cork 
(Ireland)

5. University of Oxford 
(United Kingdom)

6. UCal Berkeley                   
(United States of America)

7. University of N. Carolina                            
(United States of America)

8. University of Bradford 
(United Kingdom)

9. University de Sherbrooke
(Canada)

10. Northeastern University 
(United States of America

1. UCal Davis                    
(United States of America)

2. University of Nottingham 
(United Kingdom)

3. Wageningen University 
(Netherlands)

4.

(United States of America)

5. University of Oxford 
(United Kingdom)

6. U. fur Bodenkultur Wien 
(Austria)

7. Keele University                             
(United Kingdom)

8. UCal Berkeley              
(United States of America)

9. Nottingham Trent Univ. 
(United Kingdom)

10. Newcastle University 
(United Kingdom)





“UConn is deeply committed to 
supporting environmental health 
and sustainability in any way we 
can...We will steadfastly continue 

to do our part in contributing to 
global efforts to address climate 

change.” – Susan Herbst, 
President, University of 

Connecticut

● Summer of 2017 Declaration demonstrating America’s commitment to 
upholding Paris Agreement

○ Accelerate transition to a low carbon economy
○ Foster sustainable development
○ Cultivate future climate leaders

● Grand Coaltion - Signed by more than 2,300 leaders from city halls, state 
houses, boardrooms, and college campuses, including University of 
Connecticut President Susan Herbst

● Represents 127 million Americans and $6.2 trillion of the U.S. economy

CT Governor Malloy speaks at UConn’s 
2017 Earth Day Spring Fling

Solar Thermal Array on Roof of NextGen Dorm



President Herbst’s Welcome Back Message 
January 16, 2017

• Sustainability is an important 
UConn value

• Especially committed to addressing 
social, economic, environmental 
and public health issues of climate 
change

• Universities can drive a clean 
technology future, through:

• Education research & outreach
• Low-carbon operations

• UConn can lead by example
• Joined 220 college presidents in 

signing a climate action letter to 
U.S. President & Congress

• Announced UConn’s 2020 Vision 
Plan (“Be the change…”)



2020 Vision for Campus 
Sustainability & Climate Leadership

• Energy & Buildings
• Waste Reduction & 

Diversion
• Outreach & 

Engagement
• Water Resources
• Food & Dining
• Grounds, Open Space 

& Conservation Areas
• Purchasing
• Transportation

2020 Vision Plan Principles:
Concise - limited scope 
Reinforce Prior Studies & 
Commitments:

– Climate Action Plan (2010, 2012)
– Sustainability Framework Plan (2015)
– CAP Interim Assessment (2015)

Measurable & Feasible
Emphasis on Climate Action

– GHG emissions reductions; 
leadership



Vision 2020 - Waste 

Increase waste diversion 
rate from 42% to

60%

Reduction in total waste 
per person

360 lbs. pp/yr.  240 lbs.

33%



UConn Mixed Recycling vs. MSW
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Mixed Recycling Rates

20.53% 20.28% 19.98% 20.74%
18.05%

19.84%

25.82%

22.85%

2009 20112010 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Recycling rates are down 3% from last year.



Facilities Operations & Building Services

Mixed Recycling

Coupling/labeling of 
bins:

• 20 buildings in 2016, 
1 million sq. ft. (10% 
of main campus)

• Plan for 2017-18:     
addtl 1 million SF

• NEW Pilot Program: 
centralized trash and 
recycling bins – no 
desk side bins in 
individual offices



2016 Waste Diversion Activities

2016 Diversion  Tonnage
Mixed Recycling 1026.93
Clean Fill 300
Compost Facility 800
Surplus Store 128
Give and Go 3.62
Leaves and Trimmings 200
eCorect – Food Waste 48.02
Mattresses/Furniture 21.5
Total Recycled/Reused 2528

2016 Diversion Rate:                  42%



Diversion Rates

15.52%

30.44%
31.55%

35.80%

43.61%

46.83%

42.16%

2005 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016



Dining Services: Food Waste Reduction Systems

• Modified system in place and functioning in Putnam.
• Testing underway at Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF)

• eCorect dehydration systems being used to 
reduce food waste volume/weight at four 
dining halls:

• Buckley
• South
• McMahon
• Gelfenbien



Dining Services: Food Waste Reduction Software

• Phood Solutions (http://phoodsolutions.com/):
• North
• Buckley
• Putnam
• Whitney

• FoodPro (http://www.foodpro.com/):
• McMahon
• Gelfenbien
• Northwest

• LeanPath (http://www.leanpath.com/):
• South



Dining Services: Commercial Anaerobic Digestion



Agricultural Compost Facility

The UConn Compost Facility sells compost to the public twice a year at a 
competitive price

• Built and operating 
since 2010

• Produces between 
800 and 1000 tons of 
compost every year.



E-Waste

E-Waste bins are located in the Student Union, the 
UConn Bookstore, and the Homer Babbidge Library.



Waste Diverted via Surplus
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Why has this number decreased in recent years?



Furniture and Mattress Recycling

Total number of mattresses recycled in 2016: 894

An average twin XL mattress weighs: 48 lbs

Mattress diversion: 21.5 tons



Give and Go

What is the future of Give and Go?

In 2016, Give and Go diverted 3.62 tons of 
furniture, clothing, lamps, books, appliances, etc.



Construction & Demolition Data, 2016

Reporting Field Tonnage
Materials recycled, 
donated, or otherwise 
recovered 

7,539.68

Materials landfilled or 
incinerated

2185.10

Total 9724.78
Percent Diversion           77.53%

Construction in 2016 included the renovation of the Monteith Building and Putnam Refectory, 
the construction of Next Gen Hall, and the ongoing work on the new Engineering and Science 
Building and the Innovation Partnership Building on Discovery Drive.



EcoHusky Shoe Drive

The EcoHusky Shoe Drive, 
which concluded on April 18th, 
collected almost 1,000 pairs of 
shoes that will either be 
donated or recycled. This adds 
up to about 625 lbs of shoes 
recycled!

Thank you to Central Stores for 
the storage space!

The shoes collected will be 
added to the STARS Waste 
Minimization and Diversion 
credits for 2017.



Green Game Days

Football Green Game Day,
Fall 2016
• Collected 1 ton of recyclables –

set a new record 
• First Fraternity Recycling 

Competition – congratulations 
to Alpha Sigma Phi for winning! 

Basketball Green Game Days, 
Spring 2017
• First carbon neutral games at 

Gampel Pavilion 
• Collected ~720 bottles



Student Engagement/Outreach
• EcoHusky, 

EcoHouse/Spring 
Valley Student Farm

• Sustainability-
Related Student 
Clubs 

• Outreach Events 

http://uconnoep.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/dsc02074.jpg
http://uconnoep.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/dsc02074.jpg


Questions?
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