Ch. 5a: Supplemental Food Programs:
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program

Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP)

Farmer Training:

Any farmer that produces fruit, vegetables, fresh cut herbs, or honey who wishes to
participate in a WIC & Senior FMNP Authorized Farmers’ Market should contact the CT
Department of Agriculture. All producers bringing the products mentioned above must
be certified before participating in a FMNP authorized farmers’ market.

The training consists of a short, on-farm meeting. During this meeting, the applicant is
presented with a certification packed that contains paperwork that must be filled out and
returned. Following the brief explanation of the program, the CT Department of
Agriculture Representative performs a production area verification. This requirement is
necessary to maintain the integrity of the FMNP and of Connecticut’s authorized farmers’
markets.

The applicant must return the completed Crop Plan, Specialty Crop Plan (if applicable),
and a signed Letter of Agreement (LOA). Upon receipt of these documents, the
Connecticut Department of Agriculture will issue an authorized vendor stamp needed to
deposit the FMNP checks and an authorized vendor poster used for identification
purposes at farmers’ markets.

This certification is good for three years. The first certification, as stated above, is an on
farm certification. The following certifications are done in groups at various locations
statewide at the end of three years blocks determined by the CT Department of
Agriculture.

The Connecticut WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (WIC FMNP) is a
congressionally authorized program administered by the Connecticut Department of
Agriculture and jointly funded by the State of Connecticut and the United States
Department of Agriculture — Food and Nutrition Service (USDA-FNS). This program is
designed to provide a supplemental source of fresh fruits and/or vegetables for the clients
of the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program who are judged to be, “nutritionally
at risk,” and to promote agricultural diversification by stimulating the demand for CT
Grown fresh, unprocessed fruits and vegetables at farmers’ markets. Connecticut farmers
are reimbursed for the face value of the vouchers, which are distributed, to WIC
recipients, thereby enhancing the farmers’ earnings and supporting their participation in
farmers’ markets. Participating WIC clients receive $15 worth of vouchers that can only
be used at designated farmers’ markets and for authorized purchases from state certified
vendor/farmers. To be eligible to accept these vouchers, a farmer must have signed a
Letter of Agreement and Crop Plan with the Connecticut Department of Agriculture.
WIC agencies statewide receive FMNP vouchers form the Department of Agriculture and
distribute the WIC FMNP vouchers to all eligible recipients during the months of July,
August and September. Each eligible recipient will receive five (5) three-dollar ($3)
vouchers ($15 per recipient, per market season). The certified farmers may deposit all
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FMNP vouchers at any Connecticut financial institution (bank, savings and loan, credit
union, etc.) by appropriately endorsing each voucher.

WIC EMNP Check:

CONNECTICUT WIC FARMERS' MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM 51-571118
ROWN CHECK MUST BE USED BY OCTOBER 31, 2009 3008001
- FOR THE PURCHASE OF CONNECTICUT GROWN

FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES ONLY
AT CERTIFIED FARMERS' MARKETS

PAYABLE TO: A Connecticul Certified Farmers’ Market Program Vendor

THREE AND NO/100

CONNECTIGUT DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE
165 Capiiol Avenud, Harlford, CT 06106

BANK OF AMERIGA
HARTFORD, CORNECTICUT
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The Connecticut Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP) is
administered by the Department of Agriculture. This program is similar in most respects
to the WIC FMNP. Seniors from selected towns and cities who live in subsidized, low-
income housing, are enrolled in renter-rebate programs, and/or subscribe to congregate
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meal programs are eligible to participate. Each eligible recipient will receive five (6)
three-dollar ($3) vouchers ($18 per recipient, per market season), which can be redeemed
at authorized CT Farmers’ Markets. The vouchers are issued to elderly housing sites
and/or town social service offices by the Department of Agriculture. The vouchers are
distributed to seniors by staff and volunteers of the elderly site.

Senior FMNP Check:

CONNECTICUT SENIOR FARMERS' MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM 5157118
CROWN CHECK MUST BE USED BY OCTOBER 31, 2009 5126321
FOR THE PURCHASE OF CONNECTICUT GROWN
FRESH FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND HONEY ONLY
AT CERTIFIED FARMERS' MARKETS

NOT GOOD AT GROCERY STORES OR ROADSIDE MARKETS
PAYABLE TO: A Connecticut Certified Farmers’ Market Program Vendor
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THREE AND NO/100

CONNECTICUT DEPT. OF ARRICULTURE : NO CHANGE ISSUED w i&’ \’3 ,‘f y ,J‘L |
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165 Capitol Avenue, Hartiord, CT 06106

BANK OF AMERICA
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
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Authorized Farmer Poster:

For further information contact the Connecticut Department of Agriculture —
Marketing Bureau:

Rick Macsuga
(860) 713-2544
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