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ADVISORY OPINION NUMBER 78-18

"Executive Zcency" Under Public Act Number 77-605.
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An attorney who rerresents a taxicab company has, on behalf
his client, filed a p'tition with the CGreater Hartford Transit
txiet requect_“h that lL change its regulations. The attorney,
ready registeare: h the State Ethics Commission as a lokbyist
the taxicab comp requested the advice of the Commission
whether his acti fore the Transit District should be irc:
in his guarterly :inan-i 1 report concerning administrative lobkb
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"Executive acency” means a "commission, board, agency, or oihorn
body or official in the executive branch of the state governmantg o,
any independent bodv of the state GOVL‘EmCﬂt that is not a parc o

the legislative or judicial branch. Id., section l{e).

P

Hartford Transit Disirict has beoen cstablished under the
of chapter 1GZa, Connacticut Ceneral Statutes, to provide
of mass transportaticn witbln the Hartford metropolitan ai ik s
is composed of hOﬂe mun cipalities in the llartford aresa which wish
to join it. Connecticut General Statutes, secticon 7-273b(c). The
Transit Disbtrict is a pody corporate and pOllth, with manv ¢f i
powers of a mu,lul?Dl corporation. IXd., section 7-273b(d). Lt |
the power of eminent Jomain in pursuit of its purpos 3C5 .
T7-273e(c). Tt may 1zsue bonds and notes which ave lawiul
of the State and mayv bo quarantecd by the State. Ld.; Bgw
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As authorized byv seccion 7-273, Conrecticub Conoral Statuto:s,
assumed the powers ot the Public tlllLlOH Control ﬂutho..t, B Sl
ulate and suvervize Lhe operation of transit systems within tho Dis-

trict.

By assuming some powers of the Public Utilitics Control Authoyi:s
manifestly an @rogur vy agency of ebe SLatn, b Trabsie Disbr
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acquired some resemblance to an executive agency of the State. How-
ever, it exercises those powers not statewide but only within its
limited geograpnic area. It is not organizationally within any
executive department, nor is it listed as an independent executive
agency in the State of Connecticut Register and Manual 1978. 1In
that directory it is listed under "local governmen:t." Id. pages
584 and 585. Thig is consonant with what appears to be its actual
status, that of a gquasi-municipal corporation, authorized by the
legislature to aid the State in some public work, other than
community government, for the general welfare. Cf.Regional High
School District No. 3 v. Newtown, 134 Conn. 613, 620-621 (19248);

1 McQuillin Mun. Corp. sections 2.13, 2.28 (3d ed. rev. 1971).

As a guasi-municipal corporation, with authority confined to
the Hartford metropolitan area, the Greater Hartford Transit District
is not an executive agency of the State as defined in Public Act Number
77-605. .

Therefore, that Act does not apply to appearances before the
Transit District. A person registered under the Zct need not
include in.his financial report his activities before that body.

By order of the Cormission,
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