STATE OF CONNECTICUT f
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
ADVISORY OPINION NUMBER £2-11

State Emplovee Doing Privats Work Requiring
Permit From The Department OF ENVIronmentar Protection

A licensed professional engineer emploved by the Department of
Transportation as a highwav construction irnspecter has asked whethar
it would be consistent with the Code of Ethics- fcr Public Officials ;
(Chapter 10, Part I, General Statutes) for him to design on hehals
of a private person a subsurface sewadge disposal system for domestic |

sewage.

One who wishes to build and operate a system, such as a subsur-~
face sewage dispesal system, discharging material which could end u=
in the waters of the State must ontain a permit. Sections 25-2353,
25-54i, General Statutss. Approval cf the design of the pProposed
system is a required part of the permil process. PBecause it is an
engineering design, the gystem design must ke shown to he prepared

by a professicnal engine2r. CL£. sections 20-300-10, 20~3560-104,

4ol

Regulations of Connecticut StzZte Agenciez. The perinit is iscued by
the Commissioner of Envircnmental Protection for subsurface disposal ;
systems of the type in question which have a capacity of more than '
5,000 gallons per dav of domestic sewace; the Commissioner has delecaind
.. to the Commissioner of Health Services authority to issue permits for
ystems having a capacity of 5,000 gallons per day or less. Subs 2
3-541i{g), General Statutes; s=zctions 25-54i-4.90, 25~844i-5.1, 25~
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. Since the capacity of
system the professicnal engineer has pbeen asked to design may be
more or somewhat less than 5,000 gallcns per day, he is not certal
whether his design must be submitted for approval to the Devartme;
of Environmental Protection or the Department of Health Services.

A highway construction inspecter inspects and approves the worl:,
the materials, and the broceduress of contractors perf rming construction
for the Department of Transportaticon. 1In the perfornance of his State
duties the constructicn inspector in guestion has little or no cfiicial
relationship with the Department of Environmental Protection or of
Health Services or with their personnei. He is privy to ne confidential
information gained in his State position which vould be useful +o fiw in
his private werk on the sewaye disposal system. Hig Private actiwvitr
will not affect his independence of judgment as a State employee. Thore
appear to be no provisicns of the Cod=a of Ethics Zor Public Officizls
which would prevent him frem designing the subsurface sewage disposzl
system if his design is submitted to the Department ¢f Hsalth Searvices.

{OVER])
FPhone: (203) 566-4472
30 Toinisy 3 = Hoctiord, Conaccicut 05115
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