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Business Dgalings
With Which a

The spouse 0f a public official is president, a director,
and the majority stockhelder of a tempcrary personnal recruit-
ment business. The public official has ne direct finzancial
interest in c<he gusiness and holds no cffice in it. The cemgany
provides temwnorzary clerical and health services perssanzl &o
clients whe reguest them. Many other ccmpanies render similar
'services, provided at competitive prices.

The recrultment firm has recesived a regquest
porary healtli saervices parsconnz] to a State acer
official has asked the EZEthics Commission to advis -
actions between the cecmpany and the Stats are pro
Code of Ethics for Public Officials, Chapter 10,

Statutes.

is "
his spouse warse onl
shareholder.
three.

It is assumed that the public official will +=

actions favoring his srouse's business, and will nco

fidential informaticon e has gained incident %o his

for the beneiit of the business, See subsection 1-841

The only provisior cf the Cocde of Ethics ror Public gf FEch !
then would apply to che situation presentad is the one regarding
contracts with the State. "Wo public official...or nemcer cf #is
immediate family or a business with which he is associated shall
enter into any contract with the state, valued at ona hundred
dollars or more, other than a contract cf employment = sCICe
employee..., unless tlie contract has be2n awarded t
and public proccess, including prior publiz offer zn
public discliosure of all prcposals considered and +
awarded." Under the circumstances hera, "pricr vub

subsequent public discleosure of all proposals consi
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that the contract to furnish the

temporary

personnel wust be
reached thrcugh competitive bidding procedures. It is not
enouun that the services be provided at 2 competitive price.
There must be a public offer to all gualified recrultment firms.
The business with which the public officizl is associated then
could be awarded tha contract prcvided that all the proposals
received were made public, so that the basis of the selection
could be ascertained.
‘It should be noted that subsection 1-84{i}'z exception for
a contract of employment as a State emploves does not apply to
this situation. That phrase contemzlates a contract between the
State and an individual for the individual's services, not a
contract between the State and a business for the business to
supply temporary employees to the State.
By order of the Commission,
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