STATE OF CONNECTICUT
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

ADVISORY OPINION NO. 90-=1 -

Application of Code of Ethics to QuLSTdéfInstruction
by Mental Retardation Department Employees

Mr. Charles Hamad, Assistant Director at Southbury Training
School, has asked whether, under the Code of Ethics for Public
Officials, he and other staff at the training school and at the
Region II office of the Department of Mental Retardation may
teach a college course in Mental Retardation for Quinnipiac
College, The proposed course would be held at the training
school.

In his correspondence and in conversations, Mr. Hamad has
stated that the course, a part of Quinnipiac's degree program,
will be open to Quinnipiac students and also to employees of
the training school who pay the proper tuition to the college
to take the course. He and four of his colleagues plan to
"team teach" the class; i.e., each of them will be responsible
for a certain portion of the course. They intend to teach and
plan the class on their own time. Enrollment in the class will
not be considéred a requirement of any current or future
employee's job. The five teachers will receive a total of
$1,500 for teaching the class, .regardless of how many students
enroll in the class. - '

W |

In pertinent part, the Code of Ethics provides that no
state employee shall accept other\gmploymeht which will impair
independence of judgment as to official duties or induce
disclosure of confidential information acquired in state
service, nor may the employee use his or her state position or
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least in part so that the students will be able to observe
clients and tour the facilities. There is no intention at this
time to charge Quinnipiac a rental fee, Any decision regarding
whether to allow use of the room or to charge a room rental fee
should again be made in accordance with §1-86.

By order of the Commission,
[

william A. Elrick
Chairpggsbn
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