
 
Notice of Special Meetings 

 
The Freedom of Information Commission will hold special meetings during the week of May 14, 2018 
through May 18, 2018 at the specific dates and times listed below.  Each meeting will be held in the 
Freedom of Information Hearing Room, First Floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, Connecticut, for the 
purpose of conducting a hearing concerning the contested case designated by the corresponding docket 
number listed below.  For further information concerning these hearings, please contact the Commission’s 
administrative office at 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106:  telephone (860) 566-5682. 

 

Date Time Contested Case 
Docket # 

CONTESTED CASE CAPTION 

May 14, 2018 1:00 PM FIC 2017-0597 
 

Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, 
City of Hartford; Police Department, City of 
Hartford; and City of Hartford 

  FIC 2017-0598 
 

Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, 
City of Hartford; Police Department, City of 
Hartford; and City of Hartford 

  FIC 2017-0599 
 

Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, 
City of Hartford; Police Department, City of 
Hartford; and City of Hartford 

  FIC 2017-0601 
 

Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, 
City of Hartford; Police Department, City of 
Hartford; and City of Hartford 

    
May 15, 2018 1:00 PM FIC 2018-0091 

 
Todd Steigman v. President, Eighth Utilities 
District; and Eighth Utilities District 

 2:30 PM FIC 2018-0132 
 

Tom Curran v. Mayor, City of Bridgeport; 
and City of Bridgeport 

    
May 16, 2018 1:00 PM FIC 2018-0134 

 
Shawn Dowdell v. Commissioner, State of 
Connecticut, Department of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection; and State of 
Connecticut, Department of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection 

 2:30 PM FIC 2018-0136 
 

Shawn Dowdell v. Chief, Police Department, 
City of New Britain; Police Department, City 
of New Britain; and City of New Britain 

    
May 17 2018 9:30 AM FIC 2018-0117 

 
Noah Snyder v. Donna Patchen, Assessor, 
City of Torrington; and City of Torrington 

 1:00 PM FIC 2018-0096 
 

Lori Merker-Chapman v. Commissioner, State 
of Connecticut, Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services; and State of 
Connecticut, Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services 
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May 18, 2018 9:30 AM FIC 2018-0098 
 

Albert Farah v. Scott Semple, 
Commissioner, State of Connecticut, 
Department of Correction; and State of 
Connecticut, Department of Correction 

 11:00 AM FIC 2018-0127 
 

Linda Czaplinski v. Chairman, Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Town of Oxford; 
Planning and Zoning Commission, Town 
of Oxford; and Town of Oxford 

    



 
 
 
 
 

Date Time Contested Case  
Docket # Contested Case Caption 

 May 14,2018  1:00 PM FIC 2017-0597 
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of 
Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and City 
of Hartford 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following consolidated matters was 
held on May 14, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 
 
Docket #FIC 2017-0597; 
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and 
City of Hartford 
 
Robert Cushman appeared on his own behalf.  Attorney Cynthia Lauture appeared on behalf of the 
respondents.  No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 1:05 p.m. with Attorney Tracie C. Brown presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
Dated:  May 15, 2018 
  

 May 14,2018  1:00 PM FIC 2017-0598 
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of 
Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and City 
of Hartford 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following consolidated matters was 
held on May 14, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 
 
Docket #FIC 2017-0598;  
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and 
City of Hartford 
 
Robert Cushman appeared on his own behalf.  Attorney Cynthia Lauture appeared on behalf of the 
respondents.  No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 1:05 p.m. with Attorney Tracie C. Brown presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
Dated:  May 15, 2018 
  

 May 14,2018  1:00 PM FIC 2017-0599 
 Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of 
Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and City 
of Hartford 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following consolidated matters was 
held on May 14, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 
 



 
 

Docket #FIC 2017-0599;  
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and 
City of Hartford 
 
Robert Cushman appeared on his own behalf.  Attorney Cynthia Lauture appeared on behalf of the 
respondents.  No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 1:05 p.m. with Attorney Tracie C. Brown presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
Dated:  May 15, 2018 
  

 May 14,2018  1:00 PM FIC 2017-0601 
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of 
Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and City 
of Hartford 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following consolidated matters was 
held on May 14, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

 
Docket #FIC 2017-0601;  
Robert Cushman v. Chief, Police Department, City of Hartford; Police Department, City of Hartford; and 
City of Hartford 
 
Robert Cushman appeared on his own behalf.  Attorney Cynthia Lauture appeared on behalf of the 
respondents.  No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 1:05 p.m. with Attorney Tracie C. Brown presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
Dated:  May 15, 2018 
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Date____________ Time___ Contested Case  
Docket # Contested Case Caption 

 May 15, 2018  1:00 PM FIC 2018-0091 Todd Steigman v. President, Eighth Utilities District; 
and Eighth Utilities District 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 15, 2018 at 1:00 PM, was 
postponed. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0091;  
Todd Steigman v. President, Eighth Utilities District; and Eighth Utilities District 
 

 May 15, 2018  2:30 PM FIC 2018-0132 Tom Curran v. Mayor, City of Bridgeport; and City of 
Bridgeport 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 15, 2018 at 2:30 PM, was 
cancelled.  The complaint in this matter has been withdrawn. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0132;  
Tom Curran v. Mayor, City of Bridgeport; and City of Bridgeport 
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Date Time Contested Case  
Docket # Contested Case Caption 

 May 16, 2018  1:00 PM FIC 2018-0134 

Shawn Dowdell v. Commissioner, State of Connecticut, 
Department of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection; and State of Connecticut, Department of 
Emergency Services and Public Protection 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 16, 2018 at 1:00 PM, was 
postponed. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0134;  
Shawn Dowdell v. Commissioner, State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection; and State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection 
  

 May 16, 2018  2:30 PM FIC 2018-0136 
Shawn Dowdell v. Chief, Police Department, City of 
New Britain; Police Department, City of New Britain; 
and City of New Britain 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 16, 2018 at 2:30 PM, was 
postponed. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0136;  
Shawn Dowdell v. Chief, Police Department, City of New Britain; Police Department, City of New Britain; 
and City of New Britain 
  

                                                                                                                                                         TOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Date Time Contested Case  
Docket # Contested Case Caption 

 May 17, 2018  9:30 AM FIC 2018-0117 Noah Snyder v. Donna Patchen, Assessor, City of 
Torrington; and City of Torrington 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following matter was held on May 
17, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
Docket #FIC 2018-0117;  
Noah Snyder v. Donna Patchen, Assessor, City of Torrington; and City of Torrington 
 
Noah Snyder appeared via speakerphone on his own behalf.  Attorney Jaime M. LaMere appeared on behalf 
of the respondents.    No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 9:46 a.m. with Attorney Tracie C. Brown presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 
Dated:  May 17, 2018 
  

 May 17, 2018  1:00 PM FIC 2018-0096 

Lori Merker-Chapman v. Commissioner, State of 
Connecticut, Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services; and State of Connecticut, 
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 17, 2018 at 1:00 PM, was 
cancelled.  The complaint in this matter has been withdrawn. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0096;  
Lori Merker-Chapman v. Commissioner, State of Connecticut, Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services; and State of Connecticut, Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
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Date Time Contested Case  
Docket # Contested Case Caption 

 May 18, 2018  9:30 AM FIC 2018-0098 
Albert Farah v. Scott Semple, Commissioner, State of 
Connecticut, Department of Correction; and State of 
Connecticut, Department of Correction 

NOTICE:  The special meeting scheduled in the following matter for May 18, 2018 at 9:30 AM, was 
cancelled.  The complaint in this matter has been withdrawn. 
  
Docket #FIC 2018-0098;  
Albert Farah v. Scott Semple, Commissioner, State of Connecticut, Department of Correction; and State of 
Connecticut, Department of Correction 
  

 May 18, 2018  11:00 AM FIC 2018-0127 
Linda Czaplinski v. Chairman, Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Town of Oxford; Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Town of Oxford; and Town of Oxford 

An evidentiary hearing of the Freedom of Information Commission in the following matter was held on May 
18, 2018 in the Freedom of Information Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
Docket #FIC 2018-0127;  
Linda Czaplinski v. Chairman, Planning and Zoning Commission, Town of Oxford; Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Town of Oxford; and Town of Oxford 
 
Linda Czaplinski appeared on her own behalf.  Attorney Peter Olson appeared on behalf of the respondents.  
No votes were taken.  The proceedings were digitally recorded. 
 
The hearing convened at 11:02 AM with Attorney Paula S. Pearlman presiding.   
The hearing adjourned at 11:57 AM. 
Dated:  May 21, 2018 
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