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The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
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MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2013/2014
Working to Ensure Every Child in Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System Gets

Fair and Equal Treatment
What is Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)?  Nationally, minority youth are more likely to come into contact with the juvenile justice system and are treated more harshly there than their White peers.  This is called Disproportionate Minority Contact, or DMC.  Federal law requires every state to measure DMC in its juvenile justice system and to find ways to reduce it.  Measuring DMC involves complicated analyses of system data for identifying decision points in the system where juveniles may be treated differently based primarily on their race or ethnicity.  The Juvenile Justice Advisory has funded three assessment studies of DMC in Connecticut.
DMC Data for Connecticut
1)
Youth of all races engage in similar behaviors at similar rates.  We know this from state confidential surveys in which youth report on their own activities.
2)
DMC is an urban problem and a suburban problem.  In fact, minority youth enter Connecticut’s juvenile justice system in suburban and rural communities at higher rates than in the cities.

3)
Poverty does not account for the disparity in how youth of different races are treated.  Youth from poor neighborhoods do fare worse, but this factor does not entirely explain the harsher treatment faced by youth of color.
4)
Data from 2013 show disproportionality at referral to court, secure detention, placement in secure correctional facilities, and transfer to adult court.  Date from the most recent assessment study show disparate handling at nine of 18 decision points (2006 data).
Strategies to Reduce DMC
Community Forums on CPTV’s “The Color of Justice” Documentary
[image: image2.emf]The JJAC granted funds to Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Inc. under its Connecting Our Communities initiative to produce and air a one-hour documentary on DMC.  “The Color of Justice” was then edited down to a 30-minute shortened version and used by the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance to initiate discussion at community forums held across the state.  To date 25 forums with nearly 1,200 attendees have been held.  Both a full length version of “The Color of Justice” and the 30-minute version are available on DVD.
Patrol Officer and School Staff Trainings
[image: image3.png]


The JJAC has developed two training programs to inform decision makers in police and school agencies about DMC.  These two trainings also cover the topics of youth behavior, strategies for interacting effectively with youth, the role of law enforcement in schools, and building partnerships between police and schools.
For 2013/2014 there were 16 trainings in Connecticut with over 425 participants.  In addition, federal monies were awarded to share the trainings outside of Connecticut, and application was made to the National Institute of Justice to enhance the evaluation of the school curriculum.
Funding Designed to Promote Positive Police and Youth Relations

The JJAC provides funding to help teens see a person behind the police badge and, more importantly, to give police officers the opportunity to get to know teenagers from the community they serve.  The Police and Youth Program provides up to $10,000 per project to get a small group of police (up to 7) and youth (usually 15-20) on same team, first building relationships through team building and mutually enjoyable activities, and then working together to devise and complete a community service project.  For 2013/2014, 13 communities operated projects under this program and 11 mini-grants of up to $4,000 were awarded.  The JJAC selected an additional 10 communities to fund for 2014/2015.
An article on the evaluation of the Police and Youth Program was published in the summer 2014 issue of the Journal of Juvenile Justice.

Right Response CT Network
A new program called the Right Response CT Network supported 16 communities with $30,000 each to work to improve school disciplinary systems through collaboration.  The local school, the local law enforcement agency, and a local community agency had to agree to work together and with other successful applicant communities to develop and/or modify guidelines for handling disruptive behavior in school and plan for preventive or intervention strategies.  Each community undertook the following complementary activities.
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Established a local collaboration team with appropriate school, police and community membership that met at least quarterly.

B) Participated in three Right Response CT Network sessions.

C) Sent at least 10 school staff to the JJAC’s school training.
D) Customized, signed, and implemented a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the schools and the police based upon a model that had been developed by the JJAC.

E) Increased or enhanced preventive and/or intervention strategies.
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

The IDIR is a management tool for residential programs serving delinquent youth, which provides data concerning incident reporting by race/ethnicity.  The IDIR is online at www.CTJustStart.org. 
Attending to School Attendance
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by improving the collection and use of student attendance data.  Districts may join the Consortium at any time with a letter from the superintendent and submission of district attendance data.  The school district members are eligible to apply for JJAC School Attendance Program grants, are provided with an analysis of attendance data for the Consortium as a whole and by district, and can take part in Consortium meetings and an annual “retreat.”  The 9th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance was held on November 21 & 22, 2013.  The keynote speaker was Sharon Faber, who focused on the intersection of attendance and literacy.
Measures of Attendance
Since 2001, the Consortium has been reporting two measures of attendance.  


As the chart below shows, average daily attendance in Consortium districts is remaining stable and chronic non-attending is decreasing.  

	
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11
	11/12
	12/13

	Number of Districts in Data
	24
	25
	25
	31
	34

	Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	94.6%
	94.3%
	94.3%
	94.1%
	94.3%

	Attending Less Than 90%
	18.5%
	18.4%
	16.6%
	16.2%
	13.3%


School Attendance Model Kindergarten Program

Seven districts had School Attendance grants ending June 2014.  These were all individual projects serving small numbers of students.  For 2014/2015 the goal for JJAC school attendance funding is to fund and evaluate a cost-efficient model across districts that might improve attendance of kindergarten students.  The 11 grantees under the School Attendance Model Kindergarten Program will implement a specific model with the following three components.

1) Adopt and circulate a shared definition of chronic absenteeism.
2) Establish a school attendance team to specifically address kindergarten student attendance cases.  

3) Deploy an outreach worker.  An outreach worker will be hired to monitor kindergarten student attendance data, consult and collaborate with the attendance team, and intervene with the families of kindergarten students as needed.  Each school funded by this program will receive funding to cover 5 hours per week (.125 FTE) of an outreach worker.  

Monitoring Facilities to Protect Children and Youth
Deinstitutionalization of Status Offenders (DSO)
The JJAC identifies all secure facilities in the state and monitors each to ensure that status or non-offending juveniles are not placed there.  Status offenders in Connecticut are called children from Families With Service Needs and include children who are truant, beyond control, runaways, and defiant of school rules.  Non-offenders include victims, witnesses and abused and neglected children.
Separation of Adult and Juvenile Offenders (Separation)
The JJAC collects and verifies information from secure facilities that juvenile offenders are separated from adult offenders.  This separation must limit both sight and sound contact.  Facilities monitored for separation include adult prisons and jails operated by the Department of Correction, police lockups operated by state and local law enforcement agencies, and facilities operated or contracted for services by the Judicial Branch and the Department of Children and Families.
Removal of Juveniles from Adult Jails and Police Lockups (Jail Removal)

The Jail Removal protection involves JJAC review of the timely processing of juveniles in jails and police lockups.  Juveniles must be released or moved to juvenile detention within six hours.
Average Daily Attendance (ADA)


The number of days in attendance for all students divided by the number of days enrolled (possible days in attendance).





Attending Less Than 90% (Chronic Non-Attenders)


Measures the extent of extreme levels of absenteeism (18+ days per year).  A small number of chronic non-attenders may have a significant impact on ADA.
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