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The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2014/2015
1) Ensuring that Connecticut Meets the Four Core Requirements of the Federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
· Reduction of Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) within the Juvenile Justice System. 

· Deinstitutionalization of Status Offenders (DSO).

· Separation of Juveniles from Adults in Secure Facilities (Separation). 

· Removal of Juveniles from Adult Jails and Lockups (Jail Removal).

What is Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)?

DMC Data for Connecticut

Strategies to Reduce DMC

Monitoring Facilities to Protect Children and Youth
2)
Encouraging Police, School & Community Agencies to Work Together
Funding Designed to Promote Positive Police/Youth Interactions
Evaluation of the Police and Youth Program

Right Response CT Network

3)
Examining School Attendance
School Attendance Model Kindergarten Program

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2014/2015
1)
Ensuring that Connecticut Meets the Four Core Requirements of the Federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
What is Disproportionate Minority Contact?  Nationally, minority youth are more likely to come into contact with the juvenile justice system and are treated more harshly there than their White peers.  This is called Disproportionate Minority Contact, or DMC.  Federal law requires every state to measure DMC in its juvenile justice system and to find ways to reduce it.  Measuring DMC involves complicated analyses of system data for identifying decision points in the system where juveniles may be treated differently based primarily on their race or ethnicity.  The JJAC has funded three assessment studies of DMC in Connecticut and identified a research partner and contracted with them for a fourth study that began in June 2015.
DMC Data for Connecticut
1)
Youth of all races engage in similar behaviors at similar rates.  We know this from state confidential surveys in which youth report on their own activities.
2)
DMC is an urban problem and a suburban problem.  In fact, minority youth enter Connecticut’s juvenile justice system in suburban and rural communities at higher rates than in the cities.

3)
Poverty does not account for the disparity in how youth of different races are treated.  Youth from poor neighborhoods do fare worse, but poverty does not entirely explain the harsher treatment faced by youth of color.
4)
Data from 2014 show disproportionality by race/ethnicity at seven of eight decision points required to be reported to the federal government including police referral to court, secure detention by court order, placement in secure correctional facilities by the court and the Department of Children and Families, and the prosecutor decision to recommend transfer to adult court.

5)
Data from the most recent assessment study show unequal treatment by race/ethnicity at nine of 18 decision points (2005-2007 data).
Strategies to Reduce DMC
Community Forums on CPTV’s “The Color of Justice” Documentary
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[image: image3.emf]The JJAC granted funds to Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Inc. to produce and air a one-hour documentary on DMC.  “The Color of Justice” was then edited down to a 30-minute version and used by the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance to initiate discussion at community forums held across the state during 2014 and 2015.  Forty-nine forums with over 2,600 attendees were held.  A report from the Alliance can be found at www.ctjja.org. 
Patrol Officer and School Staff Trainings
The JJAC has developed two training programs to inform decision makers in police and school agencies about DMC.  These two trainings also cover the topics of youth behavior, strategies for interacting effectively with youth, the role of law enforcement in schools, and building partnerships between police and schools.  For 2014/2015 there were 10 trainings in Connecticut with 247 participants.  Federal monies were awarded to provide technical assistance outside of Connecticut on these curricula and presentations
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were made in Ohio, Chicago, Arkansas, Hawaii, Utah, Missouri, Massachusetts, Denver, South Carolina and Bismarck, North Dakota.  The JJAC applied to, and was selected for funding by, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) to enhance the evaluation of the school curriculum by training all staff in 10 middle and high schools and measuring school building changes in disciplinary incidents, out of school sanctions, arrests and whether the training reduces disproportionate minority contact.  The training will take place during the 2015/2016 school year.  Most recently, the JJAC applied again to NIJ to expand in a similar way the evaluation of the patrol officer training.
Survey of Juvenile Justice Practitioners

A research project to measure awareness of DMC is a follow up survey of state agency system practitioners to document changes in awareness levels of DMC and contrast findings over time.  Practitioners working at the Department of Children and Families, the Division of Criminal Justice, the Division of Public Defender Services, and the Judicial Branch completed surveys in June, and results will be available in September 2015.
Monitoring Facilities to Protect Children and Youth
Deinstitutionalization of Status Offenders (DSO)

The JJAC identifies all secure facilities in the state and monitors each to ensure that status or non-offending juveniles are not placed there.  Status offenders in Connecticut are called children from Families With Service Needs and include children who are truant, beyond control, runaways, and defiant of school rules.  Non-offenders include victims, witnesses and abused and neglected children.  In 2014 there were no violations of DSO in Connecticut facilities.
Separation of Adult and Juvenile Offenders (Separation)

The JJAC collects and verifies information from secure facilities that juvenile offenders are separated from adult offenders.  This separation must limit both sight and sound contact.  Facilities monitored for separation include adult prisons and jails operated by the Department of Correction, police lockups operated by state and local law enforcement agencies, and facilities operated or contracted for services by the Judicial Branch and the Department of Children and Families. In 2014 there was one juvenile not separated in an adult correctional facility.
Removal of Juveniles from Adult Jails and Police Lockups (Jail Removal)

The Jail Removal protection involves JJAC review of the timely processing of juveniles in jails and police lockups.  Juveniles must be released or moved to juvenile detention within six hours.  In 2014 thirty-two juveniles accused of criminal acts remained in lockups longer than six hours.  This is a rate of just over 4 per 100,000 juveniles and leaves the state in compliance with the de minimis federal standard of below 9.
2)
Encouraging Police, School & Community Agencies to Work Together
Funding Designed to Promote Positive Police/Youth Interactions
The JJAC provides funding to help teens see a person behind the police badge and, more importantly, to give police officers the opportunity to get to know teenagers from the community they serve.  The Police and Youth Program provides up to $10,000 per project for a small group of police (up to 7) and youth (usually 15-20) to build relationships through mutually enjoyable activities, and then to work together to plan and complete a community service project.  For 2014/2015, ten communities operated projects under this program.  The JJAC selected an additional 10 communities to fund for 2015/2016.
Evaluation of the Police and Youth Program
An evaluation of the Police and Youth Program conducted by the University of Connecticut employed a quasi-experimental, pre/post survey, research design that collected data in twenty-two communities for three 12-month funding cycles during the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014.  Findings of the evaluation are that police officers’ attitudes towards youth improved and youth attitudes towards police also improved.  The attitudes held by both non-White youth and those youth who had prior negative experiences with the police changed at a greater rate than other youth.  96% of both police and youth participants indicated that the program was excellent or good.  A one page overview and six-minute video of the Police and Youth Program were completed and showcased at a national juvenile justice conference in June 2015.

Right Response CT Network
The Right Response CT Network program supported 15 communities with grants of up to $30,000 to work to improve school disciplinary systems through collaboration.  The local school, the local law enforcement agency, and a local community agency had to agree to work together and with other successful applicant communities to develop and/or modify guidelines for handling disruptive behavior in school and plan for preventive or intervention strategies.  Each community undertook the following complementary activities.
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Established a local collaboration team with appropriate school, police and community membership that met at least quarterly.

· Participated in two Right Response CT Network sessions.

· Sent at least 10 school staff to the JJAC’s school staff training.
· Customized, signed, and implemented a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the schools and the police based upon a model developed by the JJAC.

· Increased or enhanced preventive and/or intervention strategies.
3)
Examining School Attendance
School Attendance Model Kindergarten Program

In 2014/2015 the JJAC awarded funding to 10 districts to implement a model kindergarten program in 54 schools and to the University of Connecticut to evaluate the model.  The grants supported an outreach worker for five hours per week in each school to monitor kindergarten student attendance data, consult and collaborate with the school’s attendance team, and contact the families of kindergarten students identified early on as being, or at risk of becoming, chronically absent.  Funding and evaluation of this model will continue during the 2015/2016 school year.
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by improving the collection and use of student attendance data.  Districts may join the Consortium at any time with a letter from the superintendent and submission of district attendance data.  The school district members are eligible to apply for JJAC School Attendance Program grants, are provided with an analysis of attendance data for the Consortium as a whole and by district, and can take part in Consortium meetings and an annual “retreat.”  The 10th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance was held on November 20 & 21, 2014.  The keynote speaker was Dedra Stafford, who spoke on “Encouraging 21st Century Student Attendance.”[image: image6.png]
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