MINUTES OF THE MEETING

JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Department of Transportation

Newington, Connecticut

Members Present:
Anthony Salius, Glenda Armstrong, Richard Barton (by written proxy), Henry Crawford, Gerard Dawes (for Donna Cathey), Christine Keller, Tonya Lewis (by written proxy), Patrick Mickens (by written proxy), Peggy Perillie, Christine Rapillo (by written proxy), Norma Schatz
Members Absent:
Albert Barrueco, Gregg Cogswell, Eileen Daily, John Danaher, Magdamaris Figueroa, Danielle Forko, Janice Giegler, Susan Hamilton, DebraLee Hovey, Kevin Kane, Gladys Labas, Catherine LeVasseur, Ebony McDaniel, Jeffrey Mueller, George Oleyer, Julie Penry, Bridget Reilly, Amanda Young

Others Present:
Name
Affiliation

Valerie LaMotte
Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division, OPM

Mary Kate Mason
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services

Minutes of the September 3, 2009 Meeting ( I )

The meeting was called to order at 2:50 p.m.  The Minutes of the September 3, 2009 Meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.
Report of the Subcommittee on Police Training ( II )

Ms. Valerie LaMotte, staff for the JJAC, presented the report for the Subcommittee on Police Training.  She handed out the conference brochure for the JJAC’s 15th Annual Statewide Conference for all Connecticut Police Agencies, which will be held on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cromwell.  The main speaker for this event will be Professor Bernard James from Pepperdine University School of Law.  He will provide a legal update on juvenile justice reform and safe schools covering both constitutional cases and Connecticut law.  Ms. Ponya Parks, Executive Director of the Alabama Center for Law & Civic Education, will explain the Play By the Rules program and demonstrate a sample lesson on technology.  Members were encouraged to attend the conference.  Conference materials are now posted on-line with registration at www.cclce.org. 
Ms. LaMotte reviewed the proposed Police and Youth Program as revised by the Subcommittee on Police Training.  This program would support grants of up to $10,000 for July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 to increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to work together to benefit their community.  The goals of the Police and Youth Program are to promote positive youth development and to increase the numbers of police officers who are experienced and comfortable working and interacting with youth.  Changes from last year include encouraging these projects to use the Play By the Rules program, and giving priority to those applicants with police departments that have sent patrol officers to the “Effective Police Interactions with Youth” training since May 1, 2009.
Action on the 2010/2011 Police and Youth Program ( III )

Members discussed a suggested amendment to the 2010/2011 Police and Youth Program which would require the police departments working with selected projects to send patrol officers to the JJAC’s training “Effective Police Interactions with Youth.”  The Police and Youth Program was unanimously approved as amended.
Report of the Subcommittee on DMC (Disproportionate Minority Contact) ( IV )

Ms. Valerie LaMotte provided the report of the Subcommittee on DMC.  Members reviewed a proposed two-page document that would summarize the DMC study and the JJAC recommendations for action.  When finalized, this document will be the foundation of an informational campaign of the JJAC, which will be called JUST.START.  Members offered and discussed several suggestions for this document.  Ms. LaMotte then reported on her presentation on DMC to the Superior Court, Juvenile Matters judges on September 25.  She wondered if the JJAC should arrange for regional presentations or just continue trying to be on the agendas of existing juvenile justice organizations and groups.  Members thought the strategy of going out to other groups would reach more people.  Ms. LaMotte announced the first meeting of the Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice Data for Tuesday, November 17.
Update from the Police/Juvenile Task Group ( V )

The meeting of the Police/Juvenile Task Group on September 30 focused on attendance and planning for Connecticut’s presentations at the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s 2009 National Conference to be held in Austin, Texas, which will have two days (October 28 and 29) devoted to addressing DMC.  “Effective Police Interactions with Youth” is a five-hour curriculum developed by the JJAC that covers the role of police in helping to eliminate the problem of DMC, why adolescents tend to test boundaries and challenge authority, and strategies for improving police/youth relations.  The curriculum will be showcased at the conference with two sessions of an overview workshop, one session of the daylong training, and a special 2-day “Train the Trainer” Institute.  Eight trainers from Connecticut are planning to attend the conference and present the curriculum.  Persons who complete the Institute will be given a training binder and all training materials on CD.  Ms. LaMotte is arranging all the logistics for showcasing the JJAC curriculum and giving it away to other states for their use.
Other Business ( VI )

Ms. LaMotte reminded people that the 5th annual retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance will be held from 2 p.m. on Thursday, December 3rd to 2 p.m. Friday, December 4th at the Water’s Edge Business Center in Westbrook.  The JJAC will hold its December 3rd meeting at 6 p.m. at Water’s Edge to allow JJAC members to attend the retreat.
The next JJAC Business Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 5, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. at the Department of Transportation building on the Berlin Turnpike in Newington.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:09 p.m.

The minutes were prepared by Valerie LaMotte.[image: image1.png]
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