MINUTES OF THE MEETING

JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday, December 2, 2010
Water’s Edge Business Center
Westbrook, Connecticut

Members Present:
Anthony Salius, Glenda Armstrong, Fran Carino (for Kevin Kane), Henry Crawford, Christine Keller, Tonya Lewis (by written proxy), Seth Mancini (for John Danaher), Patrick Mickens (by written proxy), Peggy Perillie (by written proxy), Christine Rapillo, Norma Schatz (by written proxy)
Members Absent:
Albert Barrueco, Richard Barton, Gregg Cogswell, Eileen Daily, Magdamaris Figueroa, Danielle Forko, Janice Giegler, Susan Hamilton, DebraLee Hovey, Gladys Labas, Catherine LeVasseur, Ebony McDaniel, Jeffrey Mueller, George Oleyer, Julie Penry, Bridget Reilly, Amanda Young

Others Present:
Name

Affiliation


Robert Hindle

JJAC Consultant


Dawn Homer-Bouthiette
JJAC Consultant


Valerie LaMotte

Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division, OPM


Mary Kate Mason

Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services

Julia O’Leary

Court Support Services Division, Judicial

Ronald Sabatelli

University of Connecticut

Minutes of the October 7, 2010 Meeting (I)
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mr. Anthony Salius, Chairperson.  The minutes of the October 7, 2010 meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.
Update on National Academies of Sciences Meeting on Assessing Juvenile Justice Reform held October 11 and 12, 2010 and the National Disproportionate Minority Contact Conference and federal 2010 Training Day held October 22 through 25, 2010 (II)

Ms. Valerie LaMotte, JJAC staff person, reported on the presentations she made at these two events.  For the National Academies of Sciences she synthesized the JJAC’s twenty years of work on the issue of disproportionate minority contact into 5 Lessons Learned since she was given a 15 minute time limit.  These lessons are:

1)
Always work to eliminate disparate treatment—not to improve juvenile justice system operations.
2)
DMC interventions work by increasing system accountability.

3)
Use the fact that DMC is a “federal mandate” to move the DMC agenda.

4)
DMC assessment and reassessment studies are much more useful than simple RRI data.

5)
Use the data to take action, but focus on the action and not the data.

At the 2010 OJJDP Training Day, Ms. LaMotte presented to DMC coordinators from across the country on using DMC data.  She discussed the patrol officer curriculum developed because of data findings at the point of initial police contact; proposed legislative language to change detention laws based on detention data findings over time; and the Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Management Tool developed in response to data showing incidents in residential facilities significantly affecting length of placement.  Ten tips for using DMC data are:
1)
Gather qualitative as well as quantitative data.

2)
Develop recommendations before publishing data.

3)
Always work to eliminate disparate treatment—not to improve juvenile justice system operations.

4)
Look to limit discretion in decision-making.

5)
Be specific, practical, low cost.

6)
Plan for now—what can be started today.

7)
Evaluate and/or conduct multiple assessments.

8)
Work to improve data.

9)
Involve others.

10)
Begin task groups with a concrete task.

Update on the 16th Annual Children, Youth and the Police Statewide Conference held November 23, 2010 (III)
The Sixteenth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference was held on November 23, 2010 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel & Conference Center in Cromwell.  This very popular JJAC annual event was attended by over 380 representatives from state and local law enforcement, juvenile probation and parole, and schools as well as other public and private agencies that serve youth.  This year’s conference focused on cyber bullying, sexting and an update on Connecticut juvenile law.  Attorney Fran Carino from the Office of the Chief State’s Attorney presented his annual update on state juvenile justice laws.  Mr. Scott Driscoll from Internet Safety Concepts was the speaker on sexting and cyber bullying.  We also learned about the importance of humor in our everyday lives from guest speaker Dr. Joyce Saltman.  Of the 273 attendees who submitted evaluation forms, 99% rated the conference as excellent or good and 99% also rated it as useful.
Update on the First Day of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance Retreat December 2, 2010 (IV)
Representatives from 25 of the 28 school district members of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance and state agency staff (a total of 81 people) attended the annual retreat.  The agenda included an overview of the 2009/2010 school year attendance data collected by the Consortium; a look at the Connecticut Education Data and Research (CEDaR) portal with Mark Vocca from the State Department of Education; presentations on local projects and a national conference by staff from school districts in Ansonia, Hamden and Region 10; small group discussions by job title; and two presentations from the keynote speaker, Monte Selby.  Dr. Selby had gathered input from attendees to create a “song” about school attendance that he would be presenting on December 3rd.  Members of the JJAC who had attended the retreat were uniformly excited by Dr. Selby’s presentation.
Discussion and Action on the School Attendance Program for 2011/2012 (V)
Ms. LaMotte presented a draft School Attendance Program for discussion.  Changes from the previous year’s program that she proposed were focused on increasing the quality of grant applications, particularly to improve the JJAC’s ability, through the University of Connecticut (UConn), to evaluate these school attendance improvement activities.  Professor Ronald Sabatelli from UConn was present to answer any evaluation questions and to make his own suggestions for improvement.  The JJAC accepted a recommendation from Dr. Sabatelli that UConn should provide technical assistance to the school districts as they prepare their applications (not just after the winning proposals have been selected).  The amended School Attendance Program was approved by the JJAC.
Report of the Grant Review Team for the School/Police Just.Start Program (VI)
The Grant Review Team reviewed 13 applications under the School/Police Just.Start Program.  Members of the Team at their meeting on Tuesday, November 30, 2010 were: Shayne Anderson, University of Connecticut; Fran Carino, Division of Criminal Justice; Ann-Marie DeGraffenreidt, Department of Children and Families; Cathy Foley-Geib, Court Support Services; Marilou Giovannucci, Court Operations; Julie Griggs, University of Connecticut; Lara Herscovitch, Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance; Annie Hillman, Connecticut Voices for Children; Dawn Homer-Bouthiette, JJAC Consultant; Margie Hudson, Department of Public Health; Valerie LaMotte, Office of Policy and Management; DeAnna Lia, Department of Children and Families; Scott Newgass, State Department of Education; Liam Pesce, Hartford Police Department; Christine Rapillo, Public Defender Services; and Ronald Sabatelli, University of Connecticut.  The group recommended six of the 13 proposals for funding.  They also recommended using some of the remaining funds identified for this program for individualized technical assistance to selected communities on customizing a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the school and the police in anticipation of applying under this program for 2011/2012.  The JJAC accepted and approved the recommendations of the Grants Review Team and approved the School/Police Just.Start Program for 2011/2012.
Action on the School/Police Just.Start Grant Applications (VII)
Applicant Agency


$ Requested

JJAC Action
Ansonia Public Schools

$20,000

Decision to deny funding
Farmington Police Department
$20,061

Decision to deny funding
Hamden Public Schools

$20,000

Decision to approve funding at $20,000
Middletown Public Schools

$20,000

Decision to deny funding
CSD of New Britain


$20,000

Decision to deny funding
City of Norwalk


$20,000

Decision to approve funding at $20,000

Norwich Public Schools

$19,834

Decision to approve funding at $19,834

Plainfield Public Schools

$20,000

Decision to deny funding
Regional School District 10

$20,000

Decision to approve funding at $20,000

Vernon Public Schools

$19,971

Decision to approve funding at $19,971

Town of Waterford


$20,000

Decision to deny funding
West Hartford Police Department
$19,999

Decision to deny funding
Town of Windsor


$20,000

Decision to approve funding at $20,000
Other Business (VIII)
Members were reminded that the next JJAC Business Meeting is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 3, 2011 at the Department of Transportation in Newington.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
The minutes were prepared by Valerie LaMotte.
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