MINUTES OF THE MEETING

JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, June 4, 2009

Department of Transportation

Newington, Connecticut

Members Present:
Anthony Salius (by written proxy), Glenda Armstrong (by written proxy), Richard Barton (by written proxy), Henry Crawford (by written proxy), Ann-Marie DeGraffenreidt (for Susan Hamilton), Seth Mancini (for John Danaher), Julia O’Leary (for Christine Keller), Peggy Perillie (by written proxy), Christine Rapillo, Norma Schatz
Members Absent:
Albert Barrueco, Donna Cathey, Gregg Cogswell, Eileen Daily, Magdamaris Figueroa, Danielle Forko, Janice Giegler, DebraLee Hovey, Kevin Kane, Gladys Labas, Catherine LeVasseur, Tonya Lewis, Ebony McDaniel, Patrick Mickens, Jeffrey Mueller, George Oleyer, Julie Penry, Bridget Reilly, Amanda Young

Others Present:
Name
Affiliation

Brian Austin
Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division, OPM

Sherry Haller
Justice Education Center

Robert Hindle
Court Support Services Division (Retired)


Valerie LaMotte
Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division, OPM


Gary Lukasewski
Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division, OPM

Linda Pinardi
Court Support Services Division (Retired)


Ron Schack
Justice Education Center

Minutes of the May 7, 2009 Meeting ( I )

The meeting was called to order at 2:55 p.m.  The Minutes of the May 7, 2009 Meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.  

Presentation on the ECHO Program - Empathy Character Hope Opportunity ( II )

Ms. Sherry Haller and Mr. Ron Schack of the Justice Education Center presented information on the ECHO Program, a curriculum developed by the Justice Education Center in 2006 with support from the Connecticut General Assembly.  The ECHO program is designed to re-define coaching and reframe sports as an educational activity that has the potential to develop and express moral virtue, character, community and the self-discovery of potential and purpose.  It is based on 9 ECHO Core Messages including #1. Developing strong, positive relationships with parents, siblings, teachers, friends and other important people in your life, and #4. Acting with integrity throughout your daily life.  The ECHO approach can be applied within an entire community and within schools, after school programs and recreational leagues all reinforcing the core messages.  For FY 2010, over 5000 children and youth will be served by ECHO in the following cities and towns: Hartford, Bridgeport, New Haven, Stratford, South Windsor, Manchester, Norwalk, Hamden and Cheshire.
Updated Allocation Sheets ( III )

Ms. Valerie LaMotte distributed updated allocation sheets showing how the funds administered by the Office of Policy and Management for the JJAC have been spent and allocated.  She briefly mentioned changes from the previous reports.
Update on the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance ( IV )

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance met on the afternoon of May 26, 2009 with staff from the State Department of Education and representatives from three advocacy organizations to discuss the collection of school attendance and truancy data, particularly information on “excused” and “unexcused” absences.  The session was structured for maximum interaction among the participants.  The large turn-out from 21 school districts and feedback after the session established its success.
Update on the Media Campaign to Reduce Underage Drinking ( V )

Ms. LaMotte gave a brief update on the media campaign since the May meeting.  Radio spots continue to run and in June the television and bus and billboard advertisements will begin and continue throughout July.
Election of Vice Chair and Executive Subcommittee Members ( VI )

The JJAC unanimously reelected Vice Chair Richard Barton, and Executive Subcommittee members Glenda Armstrong, Peggy Perillie and Christine Rapillo.
Other Business ( VII )

The JJAC unanimously approved a resolution thanking Gary Lukasewski for his 21 years of service to the JJAC and wishing him well in his retirement from state employment.  

Members were reminded that the next JJAC Business Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. at the Department of Transportation building on the Berlin Turnpike in Newington.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:12 p.m.

The minutes were prepared by Valerie LaMotte.
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