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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Youth Community Policing



Statewide conference



Training on the School Resource Officer Concept



New program to support School Resource Officers

2)
Disproportionate Minority Confinement



Youth Cultural Competency Training

3)
School Suspensions and Expulsions



Symposium on Alternative Education



Collaboration with Legislative Program Review and Investigations



Manual on best practices for alternative education

4)
Children, Youth and the Police



Third Annual Police Training



Revision of manual on police policies and procedures for handling juveniles

WHAT WE ALL NEED TO DO

1)
Involve Families



In all programs
Assist and support them

2)
Provide Positive Alternatives



Work

Recreation

3)
Insure Access to Opportunities



Transportation

Incentives and rewards

4)
Eliminate Punishment Mentality



Care for our children by holding them accountable for their actions

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR 

Youth Community Policing
Over 300 persons attended the JJAC sponsored “Youth Community Policing: A Statewide Conference for School, Police, Court and Community Personnel Who Work with Youth” held September 30, 1998 in Cromwell.  This conference presented youth community policing as a philosophy that promotes safe neighborhoods through the active and coordinated participation of people from a community’s police department, schools, businesses, and public and private agencies.  Mr. Christopher R. Braiden was the keynote speaker.  Mr. Braiden successfully introduced community policing to the City of Edmonton, Canada during his tenure as superintendent of police (6 years) and shared his 29 years of law enforcement and 4 years of consulting experience with a diverse group of police, school, community and state attendees.  Workshops showcased Connecticut youth community policing strategies.

The JJAC planned program funding to support the School Resource Officer concept and a training session for those interested in this funding.  Over 200 police and school representatives from 60 cities and towns attended a daylong training held February 12, 1998.  Presenters from the Center for the Prevention of School Violence in North Carolina discussed the three roles of the School Resource Officer (SRO)—uniformed police officers based in school buildings who are law enforcement officers, law-related counselors and law-related education teachers.

Nine grants under the Support to School Resource Officers Program were approved.

Disproportionate Minority Confinement
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee sponsored two-day training sessions on Youth Cultural Competency in response to its study that has found minority youth greatly overrepresented in Connecticut's juvenile justice system.  The curriculum was specifically designed for juvenile justice practitioners.  It examines cultural differences of children in the system and presents strategies for best serving these clients of diverse backgrounds.

Day One provides relevant cultural information on youth from African American, Jamaican, Puerto Rican, Cambodian and Laotian descent.  Participants gain a better understanding, awareness and perspective of these cultures so that they may more effectively serve their clients.  Day Two is a more dynamic session that builds on the foundation of cultural competency from Day One.  Participants work on case studies of juveniles from various cultures and develop appropriate strategies to better serve these children.

Over 800 persons attended 21 sessions of training with 257 persons completing both days of training.  Evaluation results showed that over 77% of respondents rated the training a 4 or 5 on a 5-point scale with 5 being excellent.  94% said they would recommend the training to others.  Additional sessions and a half-day advanced seminar will be offered in 1998/1999.

School Suspensions and Expulsions
Drugs Don’t Work! and the Safe Schools and Communities Coalition are the leaders of this effort to reduce suspensions and expulsions by widespread dissemination of information and skills to educators, law enforcement personnel, legislators and other policy makers.  250 of these educational leaders participated in a daylong symposium on alternative education held May 20, 1998.  Keynote speakers were Dr. Robert Barr and Dr. William Parrott, national experts in alternative education strategies.

The Alternatives to Suspension and Expulsion Advisory Committee of the Safe Schools and Communities Coalition collaborated with the Connecticut Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee to complete a series of 5 focus groups as part of a statewide study on suspension and expulsion.  These focus groups included superintendents, special education directors, representatives of boards of education, building administrators, and expulsion hearing officers.

Force for Our Future, a manual documenting current research, best practices for alternative education, and a comprehensive listing of over 100 alternative education programs in Connecticut was published and distributed.

Children, Youth and the Police
The JJAC continued its annual police training event, held this year on December 4, 1997, by presenting Dr. Anne Graffam Walker, Forensic Linguist, who spoke on interviewing children.  The title of her presentation was “Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How: Getting More Accurate Answers to These Questions from Children.”  225 mostly police personnel also heard from the new commissioner of children and families, The Honorable Kristine D. Ragaglia.

Children, Youth and the Police: Recommended Policies and Procedures was revised, updated, and presented to police at the police training event.  The revision was distributed in a three-ring binder format to allow more flexibility for insertion of local procedures and for easier updating as laws and practices are changed.

WHAT WE ALL NEED TO DO 

Involve Families
There can be no understatement of the importance of the family to the development of young people in our society today.  All of us who work with children need to involve families in our programs.  This is true whether we work in schools, in community agencies or as state employees, and whether we work in neighborhood youth centers, on delinquency prevention initiatives, or for programs serving juvenile delinquents.

Parents and children should be fully informed about the programs in which they are participating.  They need to understand their roles, have opportunities to contribute and succeed in the program, and be supported as they address family problems.

Provide Positive Alternatives
Young people need positive alternatives to occupy their time.  This includes after school, school vacation and summer recreational and skill building programs.  We also need to help teens get and keep employment.  Without these activities and legitimate ways to earn money, youth are more likely to turn to criminal behavior.

Insure Access to Opportunities
It is not enough to set up programs and expect the kids to show up.  Many children do not have parents or other adults available to sign them up for sports leagues, see that they know the schedule, provide appropriate clothing and footwear, and drive them to games.

We must insure access to activities by providing transportation and incentives and rewards as necessary to attract youth.  We must do much more to be sure that youth at risk and those already in trouble with the law have access to basic recreational opportunities, positive social experiences and the attention of caring adults.

Eliminate Punishment Mentality
If we have only punishment, we will have increasing crime.  There will be no way for young offenders to learn to correct their ways and earn a living.  If we have only leniency, we will also have increasing crime.  Young people will test limits and many need to learn the hard lesson that they are responsible for their actions.  We must care for our children both by holding them accountable and by supporting them and their families as they learn a better way.

Staff:     Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,     Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,     Mary Beth Serdechny  (860) 418-6392,     Fax:  (860) 418-6496
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