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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 1998 through June 30, 1999
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development



New federal Health and Human Services Grant to Connecticut



Planning process for local Title V Delinquency Prevention Grants



Truancy Prevention Demonstration Program

2)
Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants Program



Planning process for new federal program of over $3 million.

3)
Children, Youth and the Police



Fourth Annual Police Training



Mini-Grants and Police-Youth Program



School Resource Officers



Combating Underage Drinking

4)
Disproportionate Minority Confinement



Youth Cultural Competency Training



A Reassessment of Minority Overrepresentation

WHAT WE ALL NEED TO DO

1)
Involve Families



In all programs
Assist and support them

2)
Provide Positive Alternatives



Work

Recreation

3)
Insure Access to Opportunities



Transportation

Incentives and rewards

4)
Eliminate Punishment Mentality



Care for our children by holding them accountable for their actions

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR 

Connecticut for Community Youth Development

The Office of Policy and Management won one of nine youth development state collaboration projects funded nationally by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  This competitive grant will provide $120,000 a year for five years for our project entitled Connecticut for Community Youth Development.  Since March 1999, the JJAC has assisted with the following activities under this project:

1) sponsoring a series of three statewide forums with a total attendance of over 350 people in conjunction with The Waterbury Foundation, the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, the Greater Bridgeport Area Foundation and the Fairfield County Foundation; 2) reaching over 400 teens at statewide youth events with a “Voice Your View” workshop; 3) convening a State Level Steering Committee with the involvement of ten state agencies; 4) training on youth development for over 150 personnel from Title V Delinquency Prevention, Neighborhood Youth Center and Police-Youth Programs; and 5) planning and fiscal support for two major events—a Funders Forum to promote public/private collaborative strategies (September 2, 1999, Westbrook) and a Statewide Conference to recognize and enhance the skills of youth and youth workers (September 29, 1999, Cromwell).

Title V Delinquency Prevention – Through a grant to DRUGS DON’T WORK!, the JJAC provided two days of training and ongoing technical assistance to potential grantees for a second round of Title V projects.  In order to have been eligible to apply for these funds, cities and towns must have developed a local comprehensive three year delinquency prevention plan that described community risk and protective factors and strategies for addressing these factors.  This Delinquency Prevention Plan must have served as the basis for selection of the specific program strategy for funding.  Grant funds will be used to increase knowledge, skills and opportunities for: (1) positive adult connections; (2) prosocial activities outside the school classroom; (3) service to the community; (4) support for academic success; (5) parent involvement; and (6) youth to serve as resources.  Seven grants were made to begin July 1, 1999—East Haven, Griswold, Middletown, Norwalk, Putnam, Stamford, West Haven.

Truancy Prevention Demonstration Program – In response to Public Act 98-183, “An Act Concerning Truancy and Other Family with Service Needs Cases,” a demonstration program to establish three school and community-based truancy prevention initiatives was begun using state monies from the Judicial Branch and federal funds in Danbury, Hartford, and Windham.

Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants Program
The Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants Program federal application for 1998 totaling $3,085,200 was completed and submitted in July 1998.  A 100% waiver of the pass through to local government was approved and a subcommittee of the JJAC was established to plan for state projects.  Four agencies submitted applications for funding—Criminal Justice, Public Defenders, Judicial Branch, and Children and Families.

Children, Youth and the Police

Over 250 police officers attended our Fourth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference held on December 10, 1998 which focused on Responding to Juvenile Violence.  Workshops for this popular conference presented information on Youth Suicide, School Resource Officer Programs, Combating Truancy and Support for Grieving Youth.

Programming in the police area included 9 grants to support school resource officers, 13 mini-grants for youth community policing and a new initiative called the Police-Youth Program which supports efforts to enhance police interactions with youth in positive ways outside of the traditional enforcement role.  Over 80 police, school and youth service personnel attended a half-day training held May 5, 1999 on applying for funds under the Police-Youth Program in the areas of youth development, school resource officers, truancy prevention/intervention and underage drinking.  Eighteen grants will be active next year.

Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws – The Office of Policy and Management receives $360,000 for Underage Drinking initiatives which, along with Robert Wood Johnson funding, supported efforts of the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking.  The state also won a competitive grant for $400,000 to combat underage drinking through seven pre-selected grantees—Central Connecticut State University, Haddam-Killingworth, Manchester, Norwalk, Stamford, Stratford, and Wallingford.  On behalf of the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Wake Forrest University is conducting the national evaluation of the underage drinking program.  Connecticut has been selected as one of six states for an in-depth case study.

Disproportionate Minority Confinement
The JJAC sponsored a Youth Cultural Competency Training Program in response to its study that found minority youth disproportionately represented in the state's juvenile justice system.  The curriculum was specifically designed for juvenile justice practitioners.  Training was provided to police, judges, probation officers, prosecutors, public defenders, detention staff, parole officers, private agency personnel, trainers, school personnel and others who work with youth in the juvenile justice system.  More than 400 individuals participated in the eight Day-I, eight Day-II and five Advanced Seminars held at various locations throughout the state.  Program evaluation results found that 95% of the participants rated the training favorably and that they would recommend it to others.  It is planned to continue the training in the spring of 2000.

A second study of minority overrepresentation in Connecticut’s juvenile justice system was begun by granting funds to Spectrum Associates Market Research Incorporated and working closely with the Judicial Branch and the Department of Children and Families.  Initial results of this research expected by June 2000 with forums for system participant and public input scheduled for fall 2000.

WHAT WE ALL NEED TO DO 

Involve Families
There can be no understatement of the importance of the family to the development of young people in our society today.  All of us who work with children need to involve families in our programs.  This is true whether we work in schools, in community agencies or as state employees, and whether we work in neighborhood youth centers, on delinquency prevention initiatives, or for programs serving juvenile delinquents.

Parents and children should be fully informed about the programs in which they are participating.  They need to understand their roles, have opportunities to contribute and succeed in the program, and be supported as they address family problems.

Provide Positive Alternatives
Young people need positive alternatives to occupy their time.  This includes after school, school vacation and summer recreational and skill building programs.  We also need to help teens get and keep employment.  Without these activities and legitimate ways to earn money, youth are more likely to turn to criminal behavior.

Insure Access to Opportunities
It is not enough to set up programs and expect the kids to show up.  Many children do not have parents or other adults available to sign them up for sports leagues, see that they know the schedule, provide appropriate clothing and footwear, and drive them to games.

We must insure access to activities by providing transportation and incentives and rewards as necessary to attract youth.  We must do much more to be sure that youth at risk and those already in trouble with the law have access to basic recreational opportunities, positive social experiences and the attention of caring adults.

Eliminate Punishment Mentality
If we have only punishment, we will have increasing crime.  There will be no way for young offenders to learn to correct their ways and earn a living.  If we have only leniency, we will also have increasing crime.  Young people will test limits and many need to learn the hard lesson that they are responsible for their actions.  We must care for our children both by holding them accountable and by supporting them and their families as they learn a better way.

Staff:     Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,     Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,     Mary Beth Serdechny  (860) 418-6392,     Fax:  (860) 418-6496
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