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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development



CCYD Funders Group



CCYD: Challenge for Private Funders and Capacity Building Grants



Title V Delinquency Prevention Programs and Evaluation

2)
Improving School Attendance



Three pilot projects and new funding opportunity



Statewide conference planned for September 26, 2000

3)
Children, Youth and the Police



Fifth Annual Police Training



Youth Community Policing Program



Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking

4)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement and Oversight



Addressing minority overrepresentation through research and training



Ombudsman Project at the Office of the Child Advocate



Increased Juvenile Prosecution, Public Defender, and Probation services



Monitoring police lock-ups and public and private detention and correctional facilities

WHAT IS NEEDED

1)
Involve Families



In all programs
Assist and support them

2)
Provide Positive Alternatives



Recreation

Employment

3)
Insure Access to Opportunities



Knowledge of

Transportation

4)
Eliminate Punishment Mentality



Care


Accountability

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR 

Connecticut for Community Youth Development

The Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD) project, funded by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services and the Office of Policy & Management, aims to:

· enhance understanding of developmental milestones for youth ages 12 to 18,

· focus on the positive abilities of Connecticut’s youth,

· build the capacities of youth-serving agencies, associations and funding sources,

· incorporate a youth development framework into public and private policies and practices affecting youth.

The JJAC has assisted the CCYD project the past year by planning and supporting two major events—a Statewide Conference to recognize and enhance the skills of 200 youth and youth workers (September 29, 1999, Cromwell) and a Funders Forum for over 100 public and private funders active in youth programming (September 2, 1999, Westbrook).  The Funders Forum was the first time in Connecticut that public and private youth funders have gathered together.  Since the Forum, a CCYD Funders Group has been established with a core group of 30 funders meeting regularly and working together to develop a set of Minimum Youth Development RFP Components (program and evaluation).

The JJAC took the Minimum Youth Development RFP Components and developed the CCYD: Challenge for Private Funders program, which offered monies to private funders to test the Components as well as to increase support for youth programs.  Awards totaling over $370,000 were made to the Fairfield County Foundation, the Torrington Area Foundation for Public Giving, the Tow Foundation, the United Way of Greater New Haven, the United Way of Westport-Weston and the Waterbury Foundation.

The JJAC also funded the CCYD capacity building program for nonprofit associations that work with youth serving agencies to expand the youth work profession through education, training, technical assistance and networking.  The agencies funded ($20,000 each) were the CT Association for Nonprofits, the CT 4-H Development Fund, the CT Youth Services Association and the Regional Youth Adult Substance Abuse Program (RYASAP).

This first year for JJAC-funded Title V Delinquency Prevention projects in East Haven, Griswold, Middletown, Norwalk, Putnam, Stamford and West Haven included their participation in an evaluation with the University of CT School of Family Studies.  The evaluation found that the majority of communities funded for the Title V projects were successful in implementing key elements of their projects and have shown some positive changes among the youth who participated.  Six of the projects and the evaluation will continue next year.  (Full written report available upon request.)

Improving School Attendance

The three pilot Truancy Prevention Demonstration projects in Danbury, Hartford, and Windham continued for their first full year.  Successes reported by these projects led to the establishment of a new Subcommittee on School Attendance.  This Subcommittee focused on promoting school attendance, rather than on reducing truancy, suspension and expulsion.  Its priority for school attendance efforts in school districts is working with children in the primary grades.  This includes adopting and implementing attendance policies and procedures; having in place a school attendance data collection and analysis capability; employing multiple strategies to increase attendance; working with parents, law enforcement, community-based agencies and appropriate state staff; and monitoring the effectiveness of school attendance initiatives.

A new funding opportunity will be presented at the JJAC sponsored Connecticut Conference on Improving School Attendance to be held on September 26, 2000.

Children, Youth and the Police

Over 180 police officers attended the Fifth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference sponsored by the JJAC held on December 9, 1999 that focused on the Connecticut for Community Youth Development theme—basically police interacting with youth in a positive way outside of the traditional enforcement role.  Workshops for this popular conference presented information on Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System, Grantsmanship for Police, and Children Online: Computer Crimes Against Children.

Programming in the police area included 17 grants under the Police-Youth Program in the areas of youth development, school resource officers, truancy intervention and combating underage drinking.  Over 100 police, school and youth service personnel attended training held April 7, 2000 on applying for funds under two new programs—Youth Community Policing and Comprehensive Approach to Underage Drinking.  Of 19 Youth Community Policing projects funded this year to be operational in 2000/2001, 3 will enhance Juvenile Review Boards, 4 will support Police Explorers, 16 will put police and youth together at organized events/leagues, and 3 will sponsor police academies for youth.

Five new grantees (Bristol, Glastonbury, Griswold, Guilford, Hartford) under the Comprehensive Approach to Underage Drinking program will join 7 continuation grantees (Central Connecticut State University, Haddam-Killingworth, Manchester, Norwalk, Stamford, Stratford, Wallingford) funded with discretionary funds received last year.  These projects will continue to be supported by training and technical assistance from the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking and Connecticut MADD.

Juvenile Justice System Enhancement and Oversight
The JJAC-sponsored Youth Cultural Competency Training Program continued this spring with 8 sessions reaching 126 police, probation officers, prosecutors, public defenders, detention staff, parole officers, private agency and school personnel and others who work with youth.  The curriculum was specifically designed for juvenile justice practitioners.

A second study of minority overrepresentation was conducted by Spectrum Associates Market Research Incorporated working closely with the Judicial Branch and the Department of Children and Families.  Preliminary results of this research will be shared with JJAC members in September 2000 and with system participants and the public at forums scheduled for October 2000.  Publication of the full study with JJAC recommendations will take place at a statewide conference to be held June 5, 2001.

Assistance was made available to the Office of the Child Advocate to develop an ombudsman system.  Funds will also support developing a comprehensive intake form, a database for recording information, and a pamphlet in English and Spanish explaining the services of the Office of the Child Advocate.

Funds from the Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant (JAIBG) Program were used to enhance juvenile prosecution, public defender, and probation services.  Plans through fiscal year 2002 have been developed which will continue these services and expand services to juvenile offenders through the Department of Children and Families.

The Office of Policy and Management continues its annual monitoring and reporting of results to the U.S. Department of Justice on the proper handling of juveniles in secure settings.  Basically this monitoring looks at eliminating the placement of juvenile status and non offenders in locked facilities, removing juveniles from jails and police lock-ups, and separating juvenile and adult offenders in secure correctional facilities.

WHAT IS NEEDED
Involve Families
All who work with children need to involve families in programs.  This is true in school, community and state agencies, and with neighborhood youth centers, delinquency prevention initiatives, and programs serving juvenile delinquents.

Parents and children should be fully informed about the programs in which they are participating.  They need to understand their roles, have opportunities to contribute, succeed and be recognized, and be supported as they address family issues.

Provide Positive Alternatives
Young people need positive alternatives to spark their interest and occupy their time.  This includes after school and summer recreational, skill building and employment programs.  Without these activities and legitimate ways to earn money, youth are more likely to turn to criminal behavior.

Insure Access to Opportunities
It is not enough to set up programs and expect youth to show up.  Many children do not have parents or other adults available to sign them up for activities and provide appropriate clothing and transportation.  Youth at risk and those already in trouble with the law need more.

Eliminate Punishment Mentality
Children must be held accountable for their actions.  However, they and their families need support as they learn a better way.

Staff:    Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,    Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,    Mary Beth Serdechny  (860) 418-6392,    Fax:  (860) 418-6496
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