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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.  The JJAC also provides direction and advice to the Policy Development and Planning Division of the Office of Policy and Management.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Study of Minority Overrepresentation in the Juvenile Justice System


Six forums and a survey to gather practitioner input



Development of JJAC Recommendations for Action

Publication of A Reassessment of Minority Overrepresentation in Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System by Spectrum Associates Market Research Incorporated



Statewide conference with over 300 attendees

2)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD)


CCYD Funders’ Fridays

Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook


Title V Delinquency Prevention Programs and Evaluation—Second Year

3)
Improving School Attendance


Statewide conference with over 300 attendees



Seven new projects funded



Plans for a new “Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance”



Statewide training for school personnel on the juvenile justice system

4)
Children, Youth and the Police


Sixth Annual Police Training

Two new programs funded—Nontraditional Policing with Youth and

Juvenile Review Boards

5) Combating Underage Drinking

Support for state and local programs

Successfully competed for $400,000 in additional federal funds

6) JJAC on the Internet

Developed a comprehensive JJAC write-up for the OPM Website

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR 

Study of Minority Overrepresentation in the Juvenile Justice System

The JJAC released its study A Reassessment of Minority Overrepresentation in Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System on June 5, 2001 at a statewide conference attended by 300 system practitioners.  This document presents the work of Spectrum Associates Market Research Incorporated in conducting a comprehensive and independent study in 1991-1992 and again in 1998-1999.  The results of the studies demonstrate that, although there has been some improvement in the state’s handling of minority juveniles over the past decade, further efforts are needed to achieve equitable treatment across race and ethnicity in Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System.

The JJAC convened six forums across the state to share the results of the study and to elicit practitioner input on the findings.  The JJAC then developed preliminary recommendations based on the study, forum input and member expertise.  A self-administered survey developed by Spectrum Associates and distributed to over 2,500 police, court, and Department of Children and Families practitioners asked how effective they felt each preliminary recommendation would be in achieving equitable treatment of minority and white juveniles in the juvenile justice system.  After reviewing the results of the survey, the JJAC gave final approval to a set of recommendations for action that are organized into accountability, personnel and program sections.  Within the priority accountability recommendations are police, detention and residential services recommendations that address the particular decision points identified by the study as requiring more work to eliminate inequities.  The study is available on the Internet or by request.
Connecticut for Community Youth Development
The Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD) project, funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Office of Policy and Management, aims to:

· enhance understanding of developmental milestones for youth ages 12 to 18,

· focus on the positive abilities of Connecticut’s youth,

· build the capacities of youth-serving agencies, associations and funding sources,

· incorporate a youth development framework into public and private policies and practices affecting youth.

The JJAC has assisted the CCYD project the past year by supporting two major efforts—the CCYD Funders’ Fridays and the development of a handbook on assessing youth outcomes.

The CCYD Funders’ Fridays provided representatives of organizations active in funding programs for youth ages 12 to 18 with three half-day sessions to share ideas, learn about new youth development approaches, and plan for the future of youth development in Connecticut.  Each session combined a training institute with national experts and an opportunity for networking among the funders.

In an effort to focus in a positive way on evaluation of programming for teens, the JJAC supported the development of a “handbook” for measuring positive youth outcomes.  Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook includes an overview of the essential stages that comprise program evaluations, a set of seven outcomes that research has found to be related to positive youth development, and copies of suggested measures.  It was prepared by Ronald M. Sabatelli and Stephen A. Anderson from the University of Connecticut Center for Applied Research with input from Valerie A. LaMotte, staff of the JJAC.  The handbook is available on the Internet or by request.  In the upcoming year, a priority activity for the CCYD project and the JJAC will be the publication of the handbook and the provision of training on its use to both direct service agencies and public and private funders of youth programming.

For the second year the JJAC supported an evaluation by the University of Connecticut School of Family Studies of the JJAC-funded Title V Delinquency Prevention projects in East Haven, Griswold, Middletown, Norwalk, Putnam and Stamford.  Overall the evaluation found that the Title V projects were successful in implementing the objectives stated in their original proposals.  In addition a number of the programs demonstrated significant changes in program participants during year 2 of the evaluation.  The evaluation is available on the Internet or by request.
Improving School Attendance

Over the years the JJAC has supported numerous initiatives to reduce truancy and to encourage school and juvenile justice system collaboration to address this problem.  The JJAC sponsored a statewide conference on September 26, 2000 with over 300 participants and funded seven school districts to improve school attendance, particularly in the primary grades, through a number of strategies such as enhancing district monitoring and analysis of school attendance data; continuing communications from schools to families about the importance of school attendance; enhancing the role of law enforcement e.g. home visits and monitoring areas where non-attending students tend to congregate; and targeting services to families with children who exhibit patterns of absenteeism or truancy.  Including three programs funded with state monies through the Office of Policy and Management, there were 10 districts working on school attendance issues with JJAC support.

The JJAC has decided to try funding a new approach to improving school attendance by allowing a “consortium” of interested school district and state personnel to divide a funding allocation among themselves as they see fit.   The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance will attempt to improve school attendance by a process of exploring attendance data collection strategies, data-driven program selection and best practices; identifying and meeting member technology, program and training needs; and developing a plan to disseminate Consortium findings and program information statewide.

In response to requests from educators for an informational conference on juvenile justice, the JJAC presented When Your Students Are In Trouble With The Law, a statewide conference about Connecticut’s juvenile justice system for a school audience held on March 27, 2001.  This successful conference with 320 in attendance began with presentations from the four top state court and Department of Children and Families officials and included an opportunity for system and school representatives to meet in five regional workshops.

Children, Youth and the Police

Over 200 police officers attended the Sixth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference sponsored by the JJAC on December 7, 2000.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Bruce Benson head of the Department of Police and Public Safety at Michigan State University and afternoon workshops were Connecticut Juvenile Justice 101, State Police Computer Crimes and Electronic Evidence Unit, and Comprehensive Approach to Underage Drinking.

Programming in the police area included 19 grants under the Youth Community Policing Program in the areas of Juvenile Review Boards, Police Explorers, putting police and youth together at organized events/leagues, and police academies for youth.  The JJAC received 54 grant applications under two new programs—Nontraditional Policing with Youth and Juvenile Review Boards—and 21 projects funded in May 2001 will be operational in 2001/2002.

Combating Underage Drinking
The JJAC and the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking seek to reduce underage drinking in Connecticut and encourage the healthy development of youth by 1) increasing the number of communities taking a comprehensive approach to reducing underage drinking; 2) increasing collaboration among state and local initiatives; and 3) involving, sustaining and increasing youth participation and leadership in state and local activities to reduce underage drinking.  For the JJAC and OPM, this means direct financial support of the Coalition, local communities, other state agencies and MADD Connecticut State Organization; and the coordination of the 15 state agencies involved with this issue through the State Group on Combating Underage Drinking.  The JJAC funded four of 17 applications received from towns or college communities under the Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking program, competed for and won $400,000 in federal discretionary funding to support 13 additional communities, and submitted another application for 10 communities that is still pending at the U.S. Department of Justice.

JJAC on the Internet
The JJAC engaged Kelly A. Ouellette, Web Site Consultant, to design and develop web pages for the JJAC.  These pages include information about the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee such as its purpose and membership, accomplishments, events, and publications.  Information on JJAC funding includes funding opportunities, recent awards, and required reports and forms by funding category.  There is also an overview of the juvenile justice system in Connecticut including goals, services and statistics.  The JJAC pages are found on the OPM Website at www.opm.state.ct.us
Staff:     Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,     Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,     Fax:  (860) 418-6496
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