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The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.  The JJAC also provides direction and advice to the Policy Development and Planning Division of the Office of Policy and Management.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD)


CCYD Funders Connection

Training on Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook


Title V Delinquency Prevention Programs and Evaluation—Third Year



Selection of Five New Title V Delinquency Prevention Communities for 2002-2005

2)
Before and After School Activities in Connecticut’s Elementary and Middle Schools



Research Study



Development of JJAC Recommendations

3)
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance


Selection of Nine School Districts



Support for Data Driven Planning at the School Building Level

4)
Children, Youth and the Police


Revision of Policies and Procedures Manual

Seventh Annual Police Training Conference



Schools and Police Working Together: Statewide Conference

Funding for Police Working with Youth Programs

5)
Combating Underage Drinking

Clarification of the Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking

Support, Training and Technical Assistance for State and Local Programs

6)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement


Continuing Support for Juvenile Prosecution, Public Defender, Probation and DCF



Planning for Study of Juvenile Transfers to Adult Court

Staff:     Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,     Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,     Fax:  (860) 418-6496

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Connecticut for Community Youth Development
The Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD) project, funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Office of Policy and Management, aims to improve services for Connecticut youth ages 11 through 17 by promoting a youth development approach that focuses on the positive abilities and assets of our adolescent population.  The JJAC has supported the CCYD project the past year in three major efforts—the CCYD Funders Connection, training on Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook and the CCYD Training Initiative—as well as by incorporating a youth development approach in all its programming.

The CCYD Funders Connection is a voluntary network of public and private agencies active in funding youth programs.  They met eight times over the year to share ideas, learn about new youth development approaches, and plan for the continuation and expansion of the CCYD concept in Connecticut.  JJAC supported speakers, facilities and staffing for these events.

Last year the JJAC helped develop a “handbook” for measuring positive youth outcomes, Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook, which was prepared by Ronald M. Sabatelli and Stephen A. Anderson from the University of Connecticut Center for Applied Research with input from Valerie A. LaMotte, staff of the JJAC.  The handbook is available on the Internet or by request.  In 2001/2002 the handbook was published and five full day training sessions on its use were held for both direct service personnel and public and private funders of youth programming.  Over 300 individuals took advantage of the training.  In the upcoming year two additional full day training sessions are planned as well as more advanced half day sessions on collecting useful process data and strategies for selecting the most appropriate outcomes to assess.

The third and final year of evaluation by the University of Connecticut School of Family Studies of the JJAC-funded Title V Delinquency Prevention projects in East Haven, Griswold, Middletown, Norwalk, Putnam and Stamford was completed.  Overall the evaluation found that the Title V projects were highly successful in carrying out what they initially planned.  The programs offered a broad array of youth-centered programs and activities tailored to the specific needs of their communities as identified in their Local Delinquency Prevention Plans.  Furthermore, they all had success in producing positive outcomes in over one-half of the youth who participated in the programs.  The evaluation is available on the Internet.
The JJAC selected five new communities for Title V Delinquency Prevention grants through a yearlong process that included two full days of training (November and March), separate due dates for the Local Delinquency Prevention Plan and the Project Description (March and May), a site visit to each of 17 applicant communities (May and June) and heavy emphasis on active youth involvement in the community planning process.  The successful communities are Norwich, Stonington, Stratford, Waterbury and Windham.

Before and After School Activities in Connecticut’s Elementary and Middle Schools

There is a growing appreciation that after school programs can provide children with positive and healthy alternatives to drug, alcohol and tobacco use, criminal activity and other high-risk behaviors during the peak crime hours of 3 to 6 p.m.  Because of the importance of before and after school programs in preventing delinquency, the JJAC commissioned Spectrum Associates Market Research to conduct two studies, one in 1990 and a follow-up in 2001.  From the findings in these studies, the JJAC has obtained systematic data on: the scope and accessibility of before and after school activities located in Connecticut’s elementary and middle schools, the change over a ten-year period with respect to elementary schools, and the opportunities for enhancing school-based before and after school programs in the future.  Key findings are:

· Both administrators and parents believe it is important that before and after school activities are available at their schools.

· The percentage of elementary schools that have these programs and the range of activities offered have both increased since results of a similar study were released in 1990.

· Overall the major barriers to operating before and after school activities at elementary and middle schools are insufficient funds, transportation and lack of adequate staff to oversee building use.

The major recommendation of the JJAC in response to the study is that all elementary and middle school aged children and youth should have access to programs that provide developmentally appropriate, enriching, safe and well-supervised activities of interest to students, during after school hours, which are defined as before and after school time, vacations, weekends and summers.  Other recommendations cover the importance of community based planning, the necessity of funders and policymakers working closely with local communities, the importance of consistent ongoing government support, and program recommendations concerning setting, staff and child and youth input in the design and implementation of after school programs in Connecticut.

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

Over the years the JJAC has supported numerous initiatives to reduce truancy and to encourage school and juvenile justice system collaboration to address this problem.  The JJAC’s newest approach to improving school attendance is the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance.  The Consortium is comprised of program and technology representatives of nine school districts and representatives from 10 statewide agencies who are working together on a data-driven school attendance improvement initiative to plan for approximately $240,000 in each of two years that has been set aside for these purposes by the JJAC.  In their initial planning year the Consortium collected attendance data from each of the nine school districts involved (Ansonia, Danbury, Hartford, Killingly, New Britain, Norwich, Stonington, Winchester and Windham) and met six times focusing their efforts on how to improve data collection and reporting, analyze attendance data, and involve teachers and administrators in using attendance data.  For the upcoming year the Consortium school districts will each receive $27,000 to enhance their data-driven planning with an emphasis on activities at the school building level.  In addition two training days for teams of teachers and administrators from each of the Consortium participants will have as their primary objectives:

· Building capacity to analyze and interpret data on student attendance

· Examining strategies for using school attendance analysis to assist school improvement

· Improving local procedures for collecting, interpreting, and presenting data on attendance.

Children, Youth and the Police

Connecticut General Statutes 7-294y requires that each police department establish a written policy regarding handling and processing of juveniles.  To assist police departments in developing such a policy, the JJAC developed recommended policies and procedures for Connecticut police departments in the areas of delinquency, families with service needs, youth in crisis, child abuse and neglect, missing children and working with schools.  These recommended policies and procedures were intended to be a framework that each police agency could modify to fit the needs of its organization and community.  They encompassed relevant Connecticut and federal mandates and were consonant with good police practice.  The first edition of Children, Youth and the Police: Recommended Policies and Procedures was published in1991.  Updates followed in 1995 and 1997 and again in 2002.  The 2002 revision brings the model policies and procedures up to date as of the close of the 2001 legislative session and includes new procedures to reduce minority overrepresentation, details on the proper operation of a Juvenile Review Board and the role of the School Resource Officer, and a section on working with youth to combat underage drinking.  To allow more flexibility for department modifications, this edition is available on the Internet.

Over 210 police officers attended the Seventh Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference sponsored by the JJAC on December 6, 2001.  The keynote speaker was a member of the Task Force Against Hate of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, and afternoon workshops were Raves and Drugs in Connecticut, the Changing Role of Police Officers in the School and Investigating Gang Crime.

In an effort to provide an opportunity for people from education and law enforcement agencies to gather together and address joint issues and concerns, the JJAC sponsored Schools and Police Working Together: Conference for Connecticut School and Police Personnel which attracted 240 attendees to the Rocky Hill Marriott on April 3, 2002.  This conference for Connecticut school and police personnel featured one of the most highly rated speakers that the JJAC has ever brought to Connecticut.  Lt. Col. Dave Grossman on "Lessons from Jonesboro, Littleton and Vietnam: How kids are learning to kill and learning to like it."  Ninety-six percent of respondents rated the conference as excellent or very good and 98% rated Col. Grossman as excellent (91%) or very good.  The conference also covered the school/police collaboration in Hartford, Multi-Hazard Emergency School Planning, and Working with the Media.  It was videotaped by the Connecticut Network.

Programming in the police area included 19 grants under the Nontraditional Policing with Youth Program and 2 grants under the Juvenile Review Board Program.  For 2002/2003 the JJAC reviewed 33 applications under the Police Working with Youth in Nonenforcement Roles Program and selected 14 communities for funding, and the JJAC granted two continuation awards for Juvenile Review Board projects.  

Combating Underage Drinking
The JJAC and the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking seek to reduce underage drinking in Connecticut and encourage the healthy development of youth by 1) increasing the number of communities taking a comprehensive approach to reducing underage drinking; 2) increasing collaboration among state and local initiatives; and 3) involving, sustaining and increasing youth participation and leadership in state and local activities to reduce underage drinking.  The JJAC funded three new projects from 13 applications received from cities, towns and local community agencies under the Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking program.  The JJAC also continued funding for the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking to build capacity and provide technical assistance to local communities in utilizing the comprehensive approach, MADD to sponsor and coordinate Youth Power Camp and the DCP, Liquor Control Division to assist law enforcement agencies involved in undercover operations and special investigations in targeting liquor establishments suspected of selling to minors.

Juvenile Justice System Enhancement
Funds from the Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant (JAIBG) Program were used to continue support for enhanced juvenile prosecution, public defender, and probation services and services to juvenile offenders through the Department of Children and Families.

The JJAC is undertake a research study examining issues related to the transfer of juvenile offenders to the adult criminal court.  Spectrum Associates will be conducting the study and is currently in the design phase of the project.  It is anticipated that the study will include both quantitative and qualitative methodologies and will examine:

· Decisions to retain juveniles in the Juvenile Matters Division of the Court or transfer juveniles to the Adult Criminal Court.

· The impact of transfer decisions on pre-adjudication confinement, conviction and sentencing, including the use of pre and post sentence alternative sanctions and treatment programs.

· The impact of decisions to transfer on recidivism.
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