Office of Policy and Management   450 Capitol Avenue, MS#52CPD, Hartford, CT  06106-1308


[image: image1.wmf] 

 


Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.  The JJAC also provides direction and advice to the Policy Development and Planning Division of the Office of Policy and Management.

The JJAC has made a commitment to incorporating a youth development approach in all its programming.  This approach focuses on the positive abilities and assets of Connecticut’s adolescent population and recognizes youth involvement—active leadership in initial planning and day-to-day operations of programs—as a distinguishing feature of its approach to youth development
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD)


CCYD Conferences and Trainings for Providers, Funders and Advocates

CCYD Research—Case Study and State of Connecticut’s Youth 2003

Application for Competitive Funds for the CCYD: Building Capacity Initiative

Advanced Training on Evaluation and Youth Outcomes
Youth Outcome Evaluation of JJAC Programs

2)
After School Programs


Publication of Study and Recommendations

Match for Application to National Governors Association for Statewide Summit

3)
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance


First Year of Funding to Nine School Districts



Trainings for Consortium Members and School Building Personnel

4)
Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking

Support to Continuing State and New Local Projects

Application for Competitive Funds for Community Trials Program

5)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement


Eighth Annual Police Training Conference

Support to Projects—Juvenile Prosecution, Public Defender, Probation and DCF

Study of Juvenile Transfers to Adult Court

Plan to Research and Implement Minority Overrepresentation Recommendations

Staff:     Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316,     Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320,     Fax:  (860) 418-6496

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Connecticut for Community Youth Development
The Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD) is a statewide capacity-building project working to create an infrastructure of services, supports, and opportunities that promote the positive development of 12- to 18-year-olds.  Between July 1, 2002 and June 30, 2003, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) supported speakers, facilities and staffing for two CCYD conferences—one statewide conference, “Youth Development Through State and Local Action” on September 18, 2002 and one conference exclusively for funders, “2nd Annual Connecticut Youth Funders Conference” on September 5, 2002—and for a total of six additional events for funders.
The JJAC added its support to the CCYD research agenda doubling the funding available for a case study of the project conducted by Joan Wynn, Research Fellow, Chapin Hall Center for Children, University of Chicago and contributing financial support to Connecticut Voices for Children for the creation of a report, “The State of Connecticut’s Youth 2003: Data, Outcomes and Indicators.”

The JJAC supported the concept and process for the CCYD to apply to the Family and Youth Services Bureau of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for an additional five years of funding to expand its efforts.  The four key components of this new Connecticut for Community Youth Development: Building Capacity Initiative will be funder connection, youth development training and technical assistance, youth program evaluation training and technical assistance, and community awareness.
Responsible investment of public money calls for measuring, to the extent possible, the effectiveness of programs.  The JJAC continued its support of evaluation training based on a “handbook” for measuring positive youth outcomes, Assessing Outcomes in Youth Programs: A Practical Handbook, which was prepared by Ronald M. Sabatelli and Stephen A. Anderson from the University of Connecticut with input from Valerie A. LaMotte, staff of the JJAC.  The handbook is available on the Internet or by request.  In 2002/2003 over 200 individuals attended two full day training sessions and six more advanced half day sessions for both direct service personnel and public and private youth funders.

In concurrence with its “handbook” initiative, the JJAC arranged for the evaluation of youth outcomes of its programming—Title V Delinquency Prevention (5 projects), Support to Youth Funder Organizations for Youth Advisory Committees (3 projects), Police Working With Youth in Nonenforcement Roles (14 projects), Juvenile Review Boards (2 projects) and Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking (15 projects).  The Center for Applied Research, an outreach program jointly supported by School of Family Studies and the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources' Cooperative Extension System of the University of Connecticut, was responsible for overseeing the evaluation.  The primary research question asked was whether the direct involvement by youth in youth leadership programs offered benefits over and above those experienced by youth who did not participate in youth leadership programming.  Pre-test and post-test data was collected from youth involved in leadership activities (approximately 20 per project) and a sample of youth who were engaged in other types of youth programs for comparison purposes (approximately 30 per project).  This evaluation will continue in 2003/2004.
After School Programs

Because of the importance of after school programs in preventing delinquency, the JJAC commissioned Spectrum Associates Market Research to conduct two studies, one in 1990 and a follow-up in 2001 to obtain systematic data on the scope and accessibility of after school activities located in Connecticut’s elementary and middle schools, the change over a ten-year period with respect to elementary schools, and the opportunities for enhancing school-based after school programs in the future.  The study, Before and After School Activities in Connecticut’s Elementary and Middle Schools, including a series of recommendations from the JJAC, was published in September 2002.  The study is available on the Internet or by request.

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA), as part of its examination of innovative state practices that expand and enhance extra learning opportunities, solicited proposals from states to build state-level support for after school programs by holding a statewide summit.  The JJAC agreed to support Connecticut’s application to NGA and match dollar for dollar NGA funds.  Connecticut was selected as one of 12 states under this program and the summit is being planned for spring 2004.

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance, a project of the JJAC, is comprised of program and technology representatives of nine school districts (Ansonia, Danbury, Hartford, Killingly, New Britain, Norwich, Stonington, Winchester and Windham) and representatives from 10 statewide agencies who are working together on a data-driven school attendance improvement initiative.  2002/2003 was the first year of full funding ($27,000 each) for the nine districts to enhance their data-driven planning with an emphasis on activities at the school building level.

In addition, the Consortium provided two days of training for teams of teachers and administrators from each of the Consortium participants that were held October 17, 2002 and March 20, 2003.  The Consortium is beginning the documentation of its technology, program and collaborative efforts, which will continue during 2003/2004.

Comprehensive Approach to Combating Underage Drinking
As of June 30, 2003, the JJAC had 20 local communities with active grants to combat underage drinking as well monies going to the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking, Connecticut Mothers Against Drunk Driving and the Department of Consumer Protection Liquor Control Division.

In June 2003, the state had an opportunity to compete for discretionary funds to reduce underage drinking and participate in a community trials national evaluation.  The JJAC endorsed Connecticut’s application and agreed that, if Connecticut is selected for this program, the cities and towns in Connecticut that are selected to serve as the control group for the evaluation will be considered a priority for JJAC funding for combating underage drinking in 2006.

Juvenile Justice System Enhancement
The JJAC sponsored its Eighth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference on November 26, 2002.  Almost 300 law enforcement personnel, juvenile probation officers and juvenile justice advocates attended this daylong session with Lt. Col. Dave Grossman and 96% of evaluation respondents rated his presentation as excellent or very good.  Col. Grossman is the Director of the Killology Research Group 

and an internationally recognized scholar, author, soldier, and speaker who is one of the world’s foremost experts in the field of human aggression and the roots of violence.

Funds from the Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant (JAIBG) Program continued to support enhanced juvenile prosecution, public defender, and probation services and services to juveniles committed as delinquent to the Commissioner of Children and Families.

Spectrum Associates Market Research is conducting JJAC’s research study examining issues related to the transfer of juvenile offenders to adult criminal court.  The study will look at the state’s use of transfer from 1997 through 2003, and at such issues as: 1) How many juveniles are transferred to criminal court each year; 2) What are the demographic and legal profiles of the juveniles transferred (as well as those who are sent back to the juvenile justice system); 3) How are discretionary transfer decisions made (both to the adult system, and back to the juvenile justice system); and 4) What impact does transfer have on sanctions received, treatment provided, and offender recidivism.  Preliminary results from the study are expected in spring of 2004.

In 2001, the JJAC published a reassessment study of minority overrepresentation in Connecticut’s juvenile justice system that contrasted baseline (1991/1992) and follow-up (1998/1999) findings on disparate handling of juveniles.  Based on the research, the JJAC developed a set of recommendations and concluded that attention to accountability issues would be the most effective and least expensive means to eliminate unequal treatment based on race or ethnicity.  As part of the process of implementing its recommendations, the JJAC developed an action plan and proposal requesting additional federal funding to assist in these efforts and enable a research partner to document the state’s efforts between the 2nd study and a proposed 3rd reassessment study to analyze data for 2005 and 2006.
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