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July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for providing direction to, and approval of, federal funding under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve the state’s juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance



Expansion of Consortium Membership



First Consortium Retreat


Funding to 10 School Districts

2)
Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)
Police/Juvenile Task Group
Residential Incident Reporting Task Group
Beginning a Third Assessment Study
3)
Working with Police

11TH Annual Police Training Conference


Funding of Police Grants
4)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement



Study of Juveniles Transferred to Adult Criminal Court

Ongoing Monitoring of Federal Mandates for Secure Handling of Juveniles

5)
Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD)



5TH Annual Connecticut Youth Funders Conference
Evaluation of Youth Outcomes
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MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance (the Consortium) is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by concentrating on improving the collection and use of information on attendance.  School districts involved in the Consortium agree to contribute local data to a Consortium-wide attendance database.  The database is used for data analysis and training purposes.  In addition to analyzing attendance data at the Consortium level, member school districts receive district-specific reports to facilitate comparison of attendance results among member districts and analysis of local attendance data.  During 2005/2006 11 new districts joined 17 continuing districts for a total of 28 Consortium school district members: Ansonia, Bethel, Bristol, Canterbury, Danbury, East Windsor, Fairfield, Hamden, Hartford, Killingly, Middletown, New Britain, New Haven, New Milford, Norwich, Plainfield, Regional School District #10, Regional School District #13, Regional School District #19, Sprague, Stonington, Thompson, Trumbull, Vernon, Waterbury, Waterford, Winchester, and Windham.

Representatives from 22 school district members of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance and from five statewide agencies—a total of 50 participants—gathered together from 2 p.m. on October 26 through 2 p.m. on October 27, 2005 for the first Consortium Retreat.  The agenda included having structured and informal opportunities for both program and technology personnel to get to know and learn from each other.  Everyone who completed an evaluation form rated the retreat as either excellent (61%) or very good and as either useful (79%) or somewhat useful.  As one attendee commented, “I will take all ideas back to the district team as well as Associate Commissioner of Education Fran Rabinowitz’s encouraging words.”

The JJAC provides an allocation for grants to member school districts to implement data-driven plans for improving school attendance.  The planning process prior to submission of application materials includes review of local attendance data provided by the Consortium and other district and school information by a local planning group, including input from students.  The JJAC made 10 awards totaling $403,916 in the school attendance category for fiscal year 2006/2007.  Award amounts ranged from $27,000 to $50,000 and were distributed to support program strategies in the following categories:

A. Making Attendance a Priority – building awareness and commitment to regular school attendance in school buildings, in homes, and in the broader community.

B. Establishing Effective Attendance Policies – ensuring that effective attendance policies are in place and enforced consistently across the district and within school buildings.

C. Implementing Programs – providing best practice prevention and intervention approaches.

Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

In 2001, the JJAC published a reassessment study of minority overrepresentation in Connecticut’s juvenile justice system that contrasted baseline (1991/1992) and follow-up (1998/1999) findings on disparate handling of juveniles.  Based on the research, the JJAC developed a set of recommendations and concluded that attention to accountability issues would be the most effective and least expensive means to eliminate unequal treatment based on race or ethnicity.

As part of the process of implementing its recommendations, the JJAC convened a group of police personnel in April of 2004 to look into issues that would affect police handling of juveniles prior to, or in circumstances that would not result in, a written incident report.  This Police/Juvenile Task Group has developed and piloted a training curriculum for patrol officers on working with youth.  An application to the U.S. Department of Justice for $300,000, if funded, would support a large scale training of the “Effective Police Interactions with Youth” curriculum and an independent evaluation of its effectiveness.  Monies allocated for incentives to police departments to participate in the training and evaluation would increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to work together to benefit their communities.

The JJAC also convened a second work group—Residential Incident Reporting Task Group—which completed the development of a self-monitoring tool for use in residential facilities to allow administrators to review incident data by the race/ethnicity of both juveniles and staff on a regular basis.  A training on using the Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool (sometimes called the DIRT) was held October 28, 2005 for about 30 managers and staff from both public and private residential facilities.  The Tool is a program in Excel that calculates incident report statistics and assessment ratios from facility data.  It does not require changes in facility policies and procedures and its usefulness is in providing understandable data with respect to rates of incident reporting by race/ethnicity to managers who may then choose to look more closely at personnel, training and program data to identify whether corrective action is warranted.  Participants left the training with their own CD containing the tool and the promise of technical assistance as necessary in its installation and operation.

The JJAC is in the process of collecting data to conduct a third study of minority issues in the juvenile justice system.  Court data from calendar year 2006 and police and Department of Children and Families data from 2005/2006 will be collected and analyzed.  Preliminary results will not be available until early 2008.

Working with Police

The JJAC-sponsored the Children, Youth & the Police: 11TH Annual Statewide Conference For All Connecticut Police Agencies.  Over 350 persons from police, court and juvenile corrections agencies attended the November 22, 2005 event at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cromwell.  This year’s conference focused on how the physical and social development of youth affects their thoughts, attitudes, actions, and reactions to police.  Cindy Mason presented on youth gangs—particularly suburban gangs, and Jeff Bostic covered the new brain research and its implications for police work.  The conference concluded with an interactive session on state juvenile justice laws with State Representatives Farr, Hamm, Lawlor and Walker.

The JJAC also continued its program funding involving police agencies.  Ten communities were awarded a total of $96,713 in federal funds for Police and Youth grants to operate July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007.  The goals of the Police and Youth Program are to promote positive youth development and to increase the numbers of police officers who are experienced and comfortable working and interacting with youth.  The funded communities are Bristol, Enfield, Greenwich, Hartford, Marlborough, New Britain, New Fairfield, New Haven, Stamford and Stratford.

Juvenile Justice System Enhancement

The JJAC completed its study and recommendations concerning juveniles transferred to adult criminal court.  A Study of Juvenile Transfers in Connecticut, 1997 to 2002, by Spectrum Associates Market Research Incorporated provides the State of Connecticut with information on:

(1) The frequency with which juveniles were transferred to the adult court, including how many juveniles and what percentage of eligible cases, and how often adult courts have sent transferred juveniles back to juvenile court.

(2) Who was transferred to the adult court (e.g., type of offense, age, gender, race/ethnicity, offense history), and which of these juveniles the adult court sent back to the juvenile court.
(3) What dispositions and sanctions were imposed by the adult court, and how that compares to similar sanctions for juveniles handled by the juvenile court.
(4) How juvenile and adult justice system practitioners make transfer decisions.
The study results were reviewed, and recommendations were developed by the Advisory Committee on the Juvenile Transfer Study, a subcommittee of the JJAC composed of representatives from both the juvenile and adult justice systems in Connecticut and adopted by the JJAC.

Recommendation 1:  The Connecticut General Assembly should modify the juvenile transfer statute to:

A) Allow children accused of B felonies to be handled under the discretionary provisions of the current law rather than as automatic transfers.

B) Extend the time limits for adult prosecutors to file motions to return transferred cases to juvenile court from 10 working days to 45 working days.

Recommendation 2:  The Judicial Branch, the Department of Children and Families and the Department of Correction should insure that the computer-based data systems in place for both adult and juvenile court and corrections information allow for tracking of individuals between systems.

In the JJAC’s annual monitoring, Connecticut was found in compliance with federal mandates to deinstitutionalized status offenders, remove juveniles from police lockups, separate juvenile from adult offenders in secure facilities and address disproportionate minority contact in the juvenile justice system.

Connecticut for Community Youth Development

Connecticut for Community Youth Development (CCYD) is a statewide capacity-building project working to create an infrastructure of services, opportunities and supports (SOS), and to promote the positive development of 12- to 18-year-olds.  The JJAC supported the Youth Development Training and Resource Center to provide training sessions across the state, to the JJAC membership, and to the 12 Neighborhood Youth Centers funded by the Office of Policy and Management.  The JJAC also sponsored the 5TH Annual Connecticut Youth Funders Conference.  This annual statewide event is open only to representatives of public and private youth funding organizations.  Over 50 funders traveled to Water’s Edge Business Center in Westbrook on September 1, 2005 to hear Dr. Mavis Sanders from Johns Hopkins University talk about teens, parents and schools; Dr. Stephen Anderson and Dr. Ronald Sabatelli from the University of Connecticut review six years of their youth outcome evaluation work; Dr. William Graustein, a Connecticut philanthropist, discuss developing young leaders; and State Representative Denise Merrill explain the state legislative budget process and a new legislative Results Based Accountability initiative.
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