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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

1)
Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

Training Curriculum for Patrol Officers Working with Youth
Third Assessment Study

2)
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance



Second Annual Consortium Retreat


Funding to Nine School Districts

3)
Working with Police

12th Annual Police Training Conference



Funding of Four Police Grants
4)
Youth Development


Sixth Annual Connecticut Youth Funders Conference


Funding to Three Municipalities

5)
Combating Underage Drinking

Collaboration with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services

Enhanced Enforcement Efforts
6)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement

Ongoing Monitoring of Federal Mandates for Secure Handling of Juveniles

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

To address DMC at the earliest police contact with youth, the JJAC convened a task group of police volunteers in April 2004.  After considerable deliberation, this group—the Police/Juvenile Task Group—focused its efforts on influencing patrol officer behavior by creating a one-day curriculum entitled “Effective Police Interactions with Youth.”

The curriculum provides officers with information to better understand youth behavior and strategies for interacting with young people in more positive ways.  The training targets patrol officers, not youth officers, and is designed to reduce the likelihood that interactions between patrol officers and young people will result in negative outcomes and/or in police action, particularly for minority youth.

Four teams of two trainers were trained on the curriculum and conducted classes held on 21 dates in March and April 2007.  Each trainer is an experienced youth officer or school resource officer and is certified by the Police Officer Standards and Training Council (POSTC).  Three hundred patrol officers from 33 police departments attended the “Effective Police Interactions with Youth” training.
An independent evaluation of the training is being conducted by the Center for Applied Research at the University of Connecticut.  The evaluation is using pre- and post-testing of the 300 trained officers and a comparison group of 169 officers who have not received the training.  Preliminary results showed the training group had significantly more knowledge of effective strategies for interacting with youth (50% versus 77% correct answers) and had more positive attitudes toward them.
The JJAC is also in the process of collecting data to conduct a third study of minority issues in the juvenile justice system.  Court data from calendar year 2006 and police data from 2005/2006 are being collected and analyzed.  In addition, collection of 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 corrections data from the Department of Children and Families is nearing completion.  Preliminary results will be available in 2008.

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

Representatives from 23 of the 27 school district members of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance, as well as statewide agency people—a total of 63 individuals—participated at the second Consortium retreat, which was held in Westbrook on October 26 and 27, 2006.  The retreat featured guest speaker Jim Lawson, a public school teacher for Bay District Schools in Panama City, Florida (2,100+ students).  Mr. Lawson presented his creative, award-winning and easy-to-implement in-school suspension “model for structure.”  Retreat evaluation results were very high with 98% rating the retreat as excellent or very good and 100% rating it as useful or somewhat useful.  Mr. Lawson was invited to the Waterbury Public Schools to train staff opening a new in-school suspension program there.
The Consortium presented its work to the State Board of Education in February 2007 and received thank you’s and encouragement from Board members.
The Consortium held its meetings in February and May 2007.  Agendas included Consortium-wide attendance data analysis and results; and a special presentation on a site visit to High Tech High, a California high school that provides a comprehensive program of academic and technical study.

As of June 2007, the JJAC had made nine awards to improve school attendance totaling $268,040 for fiscal year 2007/2008.  The JJAC funded school districts to:  1) implement program strategies for improving school attendance with a required evaluation component to assess program impact; and 2) address school district technical assistance needs concerning student attendance.  Applicant districts had to implement a planning process prior to applying for grant funding that included review of local attendance data and other district and school information by a planning group representing school administration, teachers, information technology, counselors, and attendance workers.  Input from a student advisory committee was also required.
Working with Police

The JJAC sponsored the Children, Youth & the Police: 12th Annual Statewide Conference For All Connecticut Police Agencies.  The conference attracted a record crowd of 560 people on November 21, 2006 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cromwell.  The featured speaker, Michael Dorn, is one of the world’s best known, highly respected and most credentialed school safety experts and serves as the Executive Director for Safe Havens International, Inc., a non-profit safety center.  Mr. Dorn began the conference with a demonstration and talk on weapons screening.  He spent much of the day discussing school safety policies and practices and concluded with a moving talk, “Weakfish,” which used a case study of a chronically bullied child to show how patterns of bullying can occur and demonstrate how crucial adults can be in the lives of children.  Ninety-five percent of evaluation respondents rated the conference as excellent or very good and as useful or very useful.
The JJAC also continued program funding to increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to work together to benefit their communites.  The goals of the program are to promote positive youth development and to increase the numbers of police officers who are experienced and comfortable working and interacting with youth.  Local police departments who participated fully in the “Effective Police Interactions with Youth” training and evaluation were the sole eligible applicants for fiscal year 2007/2008 funding.  Four communities were awarded a total of $37,522 in federal funds for Police and Youth grants.  The funded communities are Avon, Bristol, Coventry and Enfield.

Youth Development

The JJAC sponsored the 6th Annual Connecticut Youth Funders Conference.  A group of 34 public and private sector youth funders participated in the conference held on September 7, 2006 at the Waters Edge Conference Center in Westbrook.  The conference was cosponsored by the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services.  A goal of the conference was to gather information and ideas for action from public and private funders for transmission to the new, legislatively-created Youth Futures Committee.  Presenters at this event included Wendy Wheeler, President of the Innovation Center for Youth and Community Development, who spoke about the research on youth engagement; and Robert F. Sherman, Program Director at Surdna Foundation, who spoke on Surdna’s Effective Citizenry Program.
The JJAC awarded program funding to Bloomfield, Killingly and Meriden to implement their local delinquency prevention plans, which were based upon assessments of risk and protective factors associated with the development of delinquent behavior in their communities.  The three grantees were awarded a total of $196,928 in federal funds to operate February 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008.
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement

In the JJAC’s annual monitoring, Connecticut was found in compliance with federal mandates to deinstitutionalize status offenders, remove juveniles from police lockups, separate juvenile from adult offenders in secure facilities and address disproportionate minority contact in the juvenile justice system.

Staff:  Valerie LaMotte  (860) 418-6316, Gary Lukasewski  (860) 418-6320, Linda D. Burns (860) 418-6223   Fax:  (860) 418-6496

PAGE  
3

_920895871.doc
�



�
















