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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2010/2011
1)
Youth Development



Youth development approach in all funding

2)
Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)
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Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training
Funding for Projects Involving Police 
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

Survey of System Practitioners and Updated Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JustStart 

3)
Events
Conference on School/Police Program to Reduce Arrests in Schools

16th Annual Police Training Conference
6th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

Police Compliance Training Session

4)
Juvenile Justice System Enhancement

Updated 2010 Juvenile Justice Data on Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata 
5)
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance



Continuation of Data Collection, Funding and Evaluation Efforts

6)
Combating Underage Drinking
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Continuation of Compliance Check Operations and Set the Rules Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules 
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2010/2011
Youth Development 
Youth development refers to an approach to youth work that seeks to positively influence youth by fostering intellectual, social and emotional competencies.  The JJAC encourages a youth development approach in all its funding and requires youth input and involvement in the planning and implementation of each project, including the grant application process.

WHAT EVERY YOUTH NEEDS
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Actions to Address Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

One of the mandates of the JJDP Act is to address the problem of disproportionate minority contact.  The JJAC has several DMC initiatives underway.

(1)
Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training

EFFECTIVE POLICE INTERACTIONS WITH YOUTH

Tactics that Work for Patrol Officers

This one day training presented by two experienced officers covers the role of police in helping to eliminate the problem of DMC; why adolescents tend to test boundaries and challenge authority; and strategies for communicating more effectively with teenagers.  Over 1,000 officers in Connecticut have been trained, and it has been shared in 12 other states.  Work is underway to institutionalize this training by making it part of local and state police academies.  For more, see www.ct.gov/opm/JJYDtraining. 

(2)
Funding for Projects Involving Police
The Police and Youth Program provides up to $10,000 per project to increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to get to know each other outside of the traditional law enforcement role.  For 2011/2012, the JJAC selected 11 communities to receive funds.  Funding for 2012/2013 will be announced in December 2011 at www.ct.gov/opm/JJYDprograms. 

The Supporting Youth-Led Activities to Build Positive Police-Youth Relations Program provides technical assistance and mini-grants of up to $3,000 for youth-led and youth-designed projects to improve police/youth relations.  Since fall 2009, 28 mini-grants have allowed youth in 13 communities to work with local police.  This program operates through the Youth Development Training and Resource Center (YDTRC) at www.theconsultationcenter.org/ydtrc. 

The School/Police Program encourages the adoption of a model Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the superintendent of schools and the chief of police in a local community.  This model was created to reduce school-based arrests of students and to ensure a consistent response to incidents of student misbehavior.  The MOA is available at www.ct.gov/opm/JJYDprograms.  Click on School Police.  Local communities that adopt the MOA can apply for up to $20,000 in funds for preventive and intervention services under the School/Police Program.  Nine communities participate in this program, which is being evaluated by the University of Connecticut.  
(3)
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting (IDIR) Tool

The IDIR is a management tool for programs serving delinquent youth, which provides understandable data concerning incident reporting by race/ethnicity within residential facilities.  The Department of Children and Families and the Judicial Branch both use this tool in public facilities and the Judicial Branch has trained its contractors in its use as well.  The IDIR is online at www.ct.gov/opm/JustStart. 
(4)
Survey of System Practitioners and Updated Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JustStart 


The JJAC programmed a new Web Site explaining DMC to the general public and offering resources to practitioners.  The JJAC gathered information from state system practitioners (other than police) through an online survey conducted in fall 2010 just prior to the launch of the site.  In addition to gathering information to measure current awareness levels of DMC, information about the site was provided at the end of the survey to inform system practitioners of its availability.  The survey found that while the JJAC has been working hard to address DMC for many years, there is still much work to be done:

· Only about one-half of the respondents were familiar with the term “Disproportionate Minority Contact,” with significant differences across the agencies and between adult vs. juvenile personnel.
· The majority of survey respondents were not aware of any efforts by their agency to address DMC.

The JJAC plans to repeat this survey to capture changes over time in DMC awareness levels.

· Spotlight: A look at a program that is making a difference in Hartford
Events
(1)
Conference on School/Police Program to Reduce Arrests in Schools
The School/Police Program’s mandatory bidders conference was held the morning of Thursday, October 7, 2010 with 117 persons from 40 cities and towns in attendance.  The agenda included an overview of the new program, and presentations from two guest speakers—Judge Brian Huff from Alabama and Judge Steven Teske from Georgia.
(2)
16th Annual Police Training Conference
About 383 persons from police, school, juvenile court and juvenile corrections agencies attended the 16th annual conference on November 23, 2010.  The conference agenda focused on cyber bullying and sexting presented by Mr. Scott Driscoll, and there was an update on Connecticut juvenile law provided by Attorney Fran Carino from the Office of the Chief State’s Attorney.
(3)
6th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

Representatives from 25 of the 29 school district members of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance and state agency staff (a total of 81 people) met on Thursday & Friday, December 2 & 3, 2010 for their annual retreat.  The agenda included an overview of the 2009/2010 school year attendance data collected by the Consortium; a look at the Connecticut Education Data and Research (CEDaR) Web 
Site; and two presentations from the keynote speaker, Monte Selby.  Dr. Selby used input from attendees to create a “song” about school attendance, and he presented a picture of what educators can do in classrooms, offices and hallways to have a positive impact on student attendance.  
(4)
Police Compliance Training
Because of concerns with the reporting of police departments on the deinstitutionalization of status offenders, separation, and jail removal mandates for compliance monitoring; a police compliance training was held the afternoon of March 11, 2011.  Each police department was invited to send one representative and to turn in their 6-month compliance report at the training.  A total of 68 persons from 61 police departments attended.  Many respondents commented that the information was already known, but that the session was a very useful refresher.

Juvenile Justice System Enhancement
The Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice Data completed data collection and analysis and programmed a new Web Site (www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata) called “Facts and Figures on Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System.”  The purpose of the site is to provide an overview of juveniles moving through the juvenile justice system.  The 20 tables and charts provide the most recent data available on: arrest, juvenile court referral, use of detention centers, juvenile court dispositions, and residential placements.  It is expected the data will be updated annually.

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by improving the collection and use of student attendance data.  The 29 school district members are eligible to apply for JJAC School Attendance Program grants, are priority communities for other JJAC funding, are provided with an analysis of attendance data for the Consortium as a whole and by district, and can take part in Consortium meetings and an annual “retreat.”  The 5 districts with School Attendance grants ending June 2011 are awaiting their evaluation results from the University of Connecticut.  Six districts were funded for School Attendance projects to operate during 2011/2012.
Combating Underage Drinking

The JJAC’s public awareness campaign, entitled “SetTheRulesCT,” targets parents and other adults by providing information about Connecticut’s underage drinking laws and the impact of alcohol on teenage brain development at SetTheRulesCT.org or www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules.  Additionally, the State’s campaign materials are available to Connecticut communities, colleges, and prevention organizations at no cost.  The JJAC also supports law enforcement compliance check operations of off-premise and on-premise establishments selling alcohol.

















Relationships with adults in addition to parents





Opportunities to learn and develop skills
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