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A FAIR AND EQUAL JUVENILE JUSTICE
SYSTEM FOR ALL CONNECTICUT’S CHILDREN




Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

Annual Report to the Governor and General Assembly

July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012
The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is the Governor-appointed committee responsible for overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Connecticut.  The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2011/2012
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1)
Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

Legislative Action on DMC Recommendations

First Biennial Report on DMC

Court Order Required to Detain Any Juvenile

Schools & Police Working Together

Development of School Staff Training

Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training
Funding for Projects Involving Police 
Presentations on Two National Webinars on DMC

Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

2)
Improving Juvenile Justice System Operations
17th Annual Police Training Conference
Updated 2011 Juvenile Justice Data on Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata 
Crossover Youth Project
3)
Combating Underage Drinking

Set the Rules Media Campaign Targeting Parents with Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules or
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4)
Attending to School Attendance

Continuation of Data Collection, Funding and Evaluation Efforts

7th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2011/2012
Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

One of the mandates of the JJDP Act is to address the problem of disproportionate minority contact or DMC.  The JJAC had several active DMC initiatives in 2011/2012.
Legislative Action on DMC Recommendations

Public Act 11-154, AN ACT CONCERNING DETENTION OF CHILDREN AND DISPROPORTIONATE MINORTIY CONTACT IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM was signed into law on July 8, 2011.  This law incorporates two recommendations of the JJAC.

First Biennial Report on DMC

Under Public Act 11-154 juvenile justice state agencies are mandated to report biennially to the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) on their plans to address DMC and on steps taken to implement those plans.  OPM must compile the submissions and submit a report to the Governor and the General Assembly.  This task was facilitated in 2011 by the JJAC’s Subcommittee on DMC.  The product was the “Biennial Report on Disproportionate Minority Contact” covering fiscal years 2010 - 2011, which documented efforts to reduce DMC by the JJAC and state juvenile justice agencies—Judicial Branch, Department of Children and Families, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Criminal Justice, and Division of Public Defender Services.  This document is available on the JJAC Web site at www.CTJustStart.org. 
Court Order Required to Detain Any Juvenile

The same new legislation eliminated the option for police to transport juveniles to detention without a court order.  It was effective October 1, 2011.

Schools & Police Working Together

[image: image4.jpg]


The School/Police Task Group of the JJAC seeks to reduce referrals to juvenile court by building partnerships between schools and police.  Their first product was a model Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)—a formal agreement between the superintendent of schools and the chief of police to clarify policies and procedures relating to both agencies.  The School/Police JUST.Start Program funded nine communities to customize and adopt the MOA and use funding to implement prevention or intervention options related to the MOA.  The University of Connecticut is evaluating these projects and their report is expected in fall 2012.
Development of School Staff Training

Another project of the School/Police Task Group of the JJAC is “Effective School Staff Interactions with Students and Police,” a new curriculum with the goal of improving school climate by:

1.  Increasing school staff knowledge of:

· Youth behavior
· Strategies for interacting effectively with misbehaving students
· The role of law enforcement in schools

2. Enhancing school staff awareness of school disciplinary data
3. Improving school staff attitudes toward students exhibiting inappropriate behavior

4. Building partnerships between schools and police to reduce suspensions and referrals to juvenile court.
This curriculum is a modification of a patrol curriculum previously developed by the JJAC.  It will will be taught by a team of one school staff trainer and one police officer trainer.  Sessions of the new curriculum, with an evaluation of the curriculum conducted by the University of Connecticut using an experimental design and a comparison group, will take place in fall 2012.

Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training

This one day training presented by two experienced officers covers the role of police in helping to eliminate the problem of DMC; why adolescents tend to test boundaries and challenge authority; and strategies for communicating more effectively with teenagers.  In 2011/2012 over 375 officers in Connecticut were trained, and the curriculum was shared in The Bahamas, Tulsa and the State of Oklahoma, New Hampshire, West Virginia, Ohio, Missouri, and Monmouth County in New Jersey.  For more about Connecticut training sessions, see www.ct.gov/opm/JJYDtraining. 

Funding for Projects Involving Police 

The Police and Youth Program provides up to $10,000 per project to increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to get to know each other outside of the traditional law enforcement role.  For 2011/2012, 11 communities operated projects under this program and the JJAC selected an additional 11 communities to fund for 2012/2013.
The Reaching for Respect Program provides technical assistance and mini-grants of up to $3,000 for youth-led and youth-designed projects to improve police/youth relations.  This program is operated by the Youth Development Training and Resource Center at www.theconsultationcenter.org/ydtrc. 

Presentations on Two National Webinars on DMC

Ms. Valerie LaMotte, staff to the JJAC, presented information on Connecticut’s DMC initiatives on two national webinars sponsored by the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP)—“Disproportionate Minority Contact: Issues and Trends at the National‚ State and Local Level,” August 3, 2011; and “Promising DMC Delinquency Prevention and Systems Improvement Strategies,” December 5-6, 2011.  These webinars can be viewed at OJJDP’s DMC Virtual Resource Center.
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

The IDIR is a management tool for programs serving delinquent youth, which provides understandable data concerning incident reporting by race/ethnicity within residential facilities.  The IDIR is online at www.CTJustStart.org. 
Improving Juvenile Justice System Operations

17th Annual Police Training Conference
The Seventeenth Annual Children, Youth and the Police Conference was held on November 22, 2011.  This annual event was attended by 344 police, juvenile probation and parole, and school staff.  The focus this year was school safety with presentations from the “I Love U Guys” Foundation.  John-Michael Keyes talked about how the death of his daughter Emily five years ago at the hands of a gunman at Platte Canyon High School in Bailey, Colorado compelled him to work in school safety.  John McDonald, from the Jefferson County Schools in Colorado, gave a debrief of the 2010 Deer Creek Middle School shooting.  Both speakers addressed the reunification of students and parents following an incident at school.

Updated 2011 Juvenile Justice Data on Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata 

The Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice Data updated the Web Site called “Facts and Figures on Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System” with 2011 data.  The 20 tables and charts provide the most recent data available on: arrest, juvenile court referral, use of detention centers, juvenile court dispositions, and residential placements.
Crossover Youth Project

Connecticut currently has no statistically reliable method to identify crossover youth—young persons involved in both the child welfare and juvenile justice systems.  There are four separate automated systems that capture data about crossover youth and these systems do not interface in ways that provide accurate data for this population.  The Crossover Youth Project is a joint effort of the Judicial Branch, the Department of Children and Families and the JJAC to identify Connecticut’s crossover youth population and to analyze data on this population to determine whether crossover youth are at risk of experiencing less favorable outcomes compared to children or youth involved solely in either the child welfare or juvenile justice systems.  
Combating Underage Drinking

Set the Rules Media Campaign Targeting Parents with Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules
The JJAC’s public awareness campaign, entitled “SetTheRulesCT,” targets parents and other adults by providing information about Connecticut’s underage drinking laws and the impact of alcohol on teenage brain development.  The JJAC through its Subcommittee on Combating Underage Drinking worked with the firms of Elkinson & Sloves, Inc. and Diane Alverio & Company in spring 2012 for paid, bonus and earned media on television and radio to alert parents to the information on the SetTheRulesCT Web site.  In addition, marketing kits were distributed locally to partner agencies working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services and collaborations were developed with the Connecticut Food Association and the Connecticut Association of Schools.  
Attending to School Attendance

Continuation of Data Collection, Funding and Evaluation Efforts

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by improving the collection and use of student attendance data.  The 29 school district members are eligible to apply for JJAC School Attendance Program grants, are provided with an analysis of attendance data for the Consortium as a whole and by district, and can take part in Consortium meetings and an annual “retreat.”  The six districts with School Attendance grants ending June 2012 are awaiting evaluation results from the University of Connecticut.  Six districts were funded for School Attendance projects to operate during 2012/2013.
7th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The 7th Annual Fall Retreat was held on December 7 & 8, 2011.  The agenda included an overview of the 2010/2011 school year attendance data collected by the Consortium; and keynote presentations from the 2012 MetLife/NASSP National High School Principal of the Year Michael Foran, Principal of New Britain High School and Anthony J. Limoges, Principal of South San Francisco (CA) High School.  
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