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The Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee (JJAC) is

the Governor-appointed committee responsible for

overseeing the distribution and use of federal funds
under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency

Prevention (JJDP) Act in Connecticut.  The purpose

of the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is to

prevent delinquency and improve Connecticut’s

juvenile justice system.
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2012/2013
1)
Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)
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Documentary on CPTV, “The Color of Justice”
School Staff Curriculum and Training

Right Response CT Web Pages
Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training
Funding for Projects Involving Police
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

2)
Attending to School Attendance

Why Attendance?

Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

Measures of Attendance

3)
Combating Underage Drinking

Set the Rules Media Campaign Targeting Parents with Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules or SetTheRulesCT.org 
4)
Improving Juvenile Justice System Operations
Updated 2012 Juvenile Justice Data on Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata
Monitoring Facilities to Protect Children and Youth

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2012/2013
Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

One of the mandates of the JJDP Act is to address the problem of disproportionate minority contact or DMC.  
Documentary on CPTV, “The Color of Justice”
The JJAC granted funds to Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Inc. under its Connecting Our Communities initiative to produce and air a one-hour documentary on disproportionate minority contact (DMC) with Connecticut’s juvenile justice system.  The Color of Justice was screened for JJAC partners on April 12, 2013 and first shown on CPTV on April 16, 2013.  The documentary presents juvenile justice system data on Connecticut, DMC information from Connecticut and national experts, and strategies and programs developed in Connecticut to help eliminate DMC.
The Color of Justice will be rerun in fall 2013 and community forums will be held across the state to view and discuss the documentary.  The documentary is online and the full length and a 30-minute shortened version are available on DVD.
School Staff Curriculum and Training

“Effective School Staff Interactions with Students and Police” is a new curriculum with the goals of improving school climate and ensuring a consistent response to student misbehavior, particularly with minority students, without changing school policies by:
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1.  Increasing school staff knowledge of:

· Youth behavior
· Strategies for interacting effectively with misbehaving students
· The role of law enforcement in schools

2. Enhancing school staff awareness of school disciplinary data
3. Improving school staff attitudes toward students exhibiting inappropriate behavior

4. Building partnerships between schools and police to reduce suspensions and referrals to juvenile court.
For 2012/2013, 188 persons in 9 sessions were trained and an evaluation of the training was conducted by the University of Connecticut.  Evaluation results are expected in fall 2013.
Right Response CT Web Pages
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The JJAC enhanced its web site at RightResponseCT.org with pages devoted to improving the relationship between schools and police and providing additional information for people who have completed the School Staff training.  

Patrol Officer Curriculum and Training

“Effective Police Interactions with Youth” is a one day training presented by two experienced officers that covers the role of police in helping to eliminate the problem of DMC; why adolescents tend to test boundaries and challenge authority; and strategies for communicating more effectively with teenagers.  In 2012/2013, six sessions were offered in Connecticut and 95 officers were trained.  The curriculum was also shared out of state in Essex County and Ocean County, New Jersey; Plymouth County, Massachusetts; Charlotte, North Carolina; and, along with the School Staff curriculum, at a national conference in Mississippi.  See www.ct.gov/opm/JJYDtraining. 

Funding for Projects Involving Police
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The Police and Youth Program provides up to $10,000 per project to increase or enhance opportunities for youth and police to get to know each other outside of the traditional law enforcement role.  For 2012/2013, 11 communities operated projects under this program and the JJAC selected an additional 13 communities to fund for 2013/2014.
The Reaching for Respect Program provides technical assistance and mini-grants for youth-led and youth-designed projects to improve police/youth relations.  This program was operated by the Youth Development Training and Resource Center.  Between 2010 and 2013, eight rounds of funding were made to 47 projects in 23 urban, suburban, and rural communities.
Identification of Disproportionate Incident Reporting Tool

The IDIR is a management tool for residential programs serving delinquent youth, which provides data concerning incident reporting by race/ethnicity.  The IDIR is online at www.CTJustStart.org. 
Improving School Attendance

Why School Attendance?
The JJAC directs juvenile justice funding to improve school attendance because regular attendance at school:

· Promotes academic and social learning.
· Provides connections with adults, peers, and the community.
· Builds habits of attendance necessary for successful employment.
· Provides supervision and structure to the day, limiting free time and keeping students out of trouble.
Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance

The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance is an association of local school and statewide agency representatives focused on raising school attendance by improving the collection and use of student attendance data.  As of June 2013 school district members of the Consortium are: Ansonia, Bethel, Bloomfield, Canterbury, Danbury, Fairfield, Griswold, Hamden, Hartford, Killingly, Manchester, Middletown, New Britain, New Haven, New Milford, Newtown, Norwalk, Norwich, Plainfield, Regional School District 10, Regional School District 13, Regional School District 19, Rocky Hill, Stamford, Stonington, Thompson, Vernon, Wallingford, Waterbury, Waterford, and Windham.  Districts may join the Consortium at any time with a letter from the superintendent designating a program and technology representative and submitting the required attendance data.

The school district members are eligible to apply for JJAC School Attendance Program grants, are provided with an analysis of attendance data for the Consortium as a whole and by district, and can take part in Consortium meetings and an annual “retreat.”  Six districts had School Attendance grants ending June 2013 and nine districts were funded for projects to operate during 2013/2014.  The 8th Annual Fall Retreat of the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance was held on December 5 & 6, 2012.  The keynote speaker was Debbie Silver, a former teacher, staff development instructor, and university professor who has given presentations around the world (including 49 states, Canada, Mexico, Europe and Asia).  Several attendees characterized this retreat as the best one to date.  Everyone rated the retreat as useful or somewhat useful, and 97% rated it excellent or good.
Measures of Attendance
Since 2001, the Consortium has been reporting two measures of attendance.  


As the chart below shows, average daily attendance in Consortium districts is increasing and chronic non-attending is decreasing.  However for those students attending less than 90% of the time, their attendance has gotten worse.

	
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11
	11/12

	Number of Districts in Data
	28
	28
	26
	28

	Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	93.4%
	93.4%
	93.5%
	93.8%

	Attending Less Than 90%
	18.5%
	18.4%
	16.6%
	16.2%


Combating Underage Drinking

Set the Rules Media Campaign Targeting Parents with Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/SetTheRules or SetTheRulesCT.org 
The JJAC’s public awareness campaign, entitled “SetTheRulesCT,” targets parents and other adults by providing information about Connecticut’s underage drinking laws and the impact of alcohol on teenage brain development.  
Improving Juvenile Justice System Operations

Updated 2012 Juvenile Justice Data on Web Site at www.ct.gov/opm/JJdata 

“Facts and Figures on Connecticut’s Juvenile Justice System” has been updated with 2012 data.  The 20 tables and charts provide the most recent data available on: arrest, juvenile court referral, use of detention centers, juvenile court dispositions, and residential placements.
Monitoring Facilities to Protect Children and Youth

The JJAC identifies all secure facilities in the state and monitors each to ensure that status or non-offending juveniles are not placed there, that juveniles accused of criminal acts are removed from police lockups within six hours, and that juvenile offenders are separated from adult offenders.















Attending Less Than 90% (Chronic Non-Attenders)


Measures the extent of extreme levels of absenteeism (18+ days per year).  A small number of chronic non-attenders may have a significant impact on ADA.





Average Daily Attendance (ADA)


The number of days in attendance for all students divided by the number of days enrolled (possible days in attendance).
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