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May 2010
	Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance: School Attendance Grants
These grants will support selected Consortium member districts in the implementation of data-driven plans for improving school attendance.  The local school district planning process for these grants included review of local attendance data provided by the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance and other district and school information by a district planning group.  Funds under this program category will be used to support program strategies in one of the following categories.
A. Making Attendance a Priority – building awareness and commitment to regular school attendance in school buildings, in homes, and in the broader community.

B. Establishing Effective Attendance Policies – ensuring that effective attendance policies are in place and enforced consistently across the district and within school buildings.

C. Implementing Programs – providing best practice prevention and intervention approaches.
All grants will implement an evaluation design with an appropriate comparison group.


	Ansonia Public Schools

Taking Charge Freshman
Seminar

$20,680
	A group of 25 students at Ansonia High School, out of an estimated freshman class of 220, will be assigned to participate in a Freshman Seminar and mentoring program.  The new course will cover study and organizational skills, interpersonal skill-building, career/goal-setting.

	Hamden Public Schools
Closing the Attendance Gap
$60,405
	This program targets 7th, 8th and 9th graders who are economically disadvantaged and “chronic non-attenders.”  One group of students will receive personal calls to a parent each day a student is absent.  A second group will receive the calls as well as weekly group counseling.

	Plainfield Public Schools

Improving Attendance Through Credit Recovery
$50,000
	Plainfield will continue to provide alternatives for credit recovery that allow students to remain with their class and complete high school in four years.  Additionally, the district-wide team will coordinate activities among schools and guide district decisions.

	Regional School District 10
Heart of Har-Bur Initiative

$10,143

	This school-wide project in Har-Bur Middle School will support and enhance a positive school climate that promotes student engagement and connections, increases attendance and achievement, and reduces disciplinary issues using the Capturing Kids Hearts curriculum.

	Waterbury Public Schools

Afterschool Enlightenment
$34,018
	To address attendance in the alternative education program known as the Enlightenment Program; a high-interest, high-quality, high-impact afterschool program will continue as planned with extensive student input.  Includes entrepreneurial component and community service.


