School Attendance Grant Awards  2005/2006
Active Fiscal Year 05/06
July 2005
	Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance: Improving School Attendance Program
The Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance (CCSA) will attempt to improve school attendance by involving school districts and selected statewide agencies in a process of exploring attendance data collection strategies, data-driven program selection and best practices; identifying and meeting member technology, program and training needs; and developing a plan to disseminate Consortium findings and program information statewide.

These grants will support selected Consortium member districts in the implementation of data-driven plans for improving school attendance.  The local school district planning process for these grants included review of local attendance data provided by the Connecticut Consortium on School Attendance and other district and school information by a district planning group.  Funds under this program category will be used to support program strategies in one of the following categories:

A. Making Attendance a Priority – building awareness and commitment to regular school attendance in school buildings, in homes, and in the broader community.

B. Establishing Effective Attendance Policies – ensuring that effective attendance policies are in place and enforced consistently across the district and within school buildings.

C. Implementing Programs – providing best practice prevention and intervention approaches.


	Ansonia Public Schools

Charging Ahead Program $30,000
	Ansonia will focus on direct intervention for 8th graders with poor attendance records, provide mentors for at risk 9th graders, utilize funds for 2 Attendance Outreach Liaisons and continue its Attendance Review Board.

	Bristol Public Schools

Full Day Attendance Matters

$25,000


	Bristol will hire a part-time Home-Attendance Liaison to support families through home visits, in-school workshops and appropriate referral to community services in an attempt to reduce tardies and early dismissals.

	Danbury Public Schools

School Attendance Project
$30,000


	Danbury will support absenteeism reduction work with approximately 50 9th grade students identified as at risk by attendance committees at each middle school.

	Hamden Public Schools

Middle School Attendance

Support Program

$25,000
	Hamden will expand the resources, services and supports currently available to address the needs of 7th and 8th grade students attending school less than 90% of the time through a part-time Attendance Intervention Specialist.

	Hartford Public Schools

Team Approach to Improving
Student Attendance

$30,000
	Hartford will revamp the Attendance Program, realign attendance workers job responsibilities to a systemic plan and concentrate on new 9th grade student in the 3 high schools at high risk for non-attendance.

	Killingly Public Schools

Our Early Onset Absenteeism

$30,000
	Killingly will make attendance a priority by reviewing attendance data and surveying students on why they think children miss school and how to improve attendance.  Classroom and parent discussions and a community awareness campaign will follow.


	Consolidated School District of New Britain

RAP

$30,000
	New Britain will support RAP, a mentoring program using contracts with students who attempt to improve their attendance, grades, etc.  At monthly meetings student success is acknowledged.  Rewards include token gifts and, for a select few, a computer.

	New Milford Public Schools, Targeting Attendance by Building
Partnerships, $25,000
	New Milford will hire a part-time social worker who will work directly with identified at risk (because of poor attendance) 9th and 10th grade students and their families.  This person will be responsible for acting as a liaison between the student, his/her teachers and the families.

	Norwich Public Schools

Project ASPIRE

$30,000


	Norwich will address unacceptable average daily attendance rates among 7th and 8th grade students, particularly students from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity, through an afterschool program focused on engaging math and science activities coupled with recreation activity.

	Plainfield Public Schools

Project ADOPT

$25,000


	Plainfield will support a 4 week Summer Intervention Program for at risk students entering grade 9, afterschool academic support and intramural programs at Plainfield High School including student transportation and professional development for teachers.

	Sprague School District
Attendance Improvement

Initiative

$23,279
	Sprague will improve student attendance at Sayles School by revising and sharing attendance and data collection policies and procedures, and creating afterschool and Saturday programs to provide academic support and increase socialization opportunities for targeted students.

	Stonington Public Schools

Improving School Attendance

$30,000
	Stonington will address the students attending less than 90% of the time in grades K, 8, 11/12 and in the subgroups of special education and low income students by increasing the social workers’ duties to be primarily responsible for the day-to-day endeavor of attending to attendance.

	Vernon Public Schools

9th Grade Attendance Improvement Project

$25,000
	Vernon will institute a team approach, data-driven mentoring program targeting 9th graders with oversight by the vice principal, a team of 7 teachers, mentorship by each teacher for 10-15 students, meetings for students 1 day a week, and a late bus for transportation.

	Winchester Public Schools

In Your Seat!

$30,000
	Winchester will provide direct service to students using an interactive curriculum with 1st and 6th grade students that requires them to collect and analyze attendance data, have students produce 2 videos on attendance for the public access station and distribute flyers to parents.

	Windham Public Schools

Increasing Daily Attendance $30,000


	Windham will increase daily attendance by reviewing and revising school attendance policies and identifying and targeting at risk 9th grade students and providing social work support to them.


