Child Poverty and Prevention Council Meeting

Friday, November 3, 2006

10:00 – 12:00 noon

Room 2B

Legislative Office Building

Hartford, Connecticut

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Review Statutory Changes

III. Review Child Poverty Progress Report 

IV. Review State Agency Prevention Report

V. Establish Prevention Goals and Recommendations

a. Establish Prevention Goals

b. Identify Baseline Measures

c. Discuss Development of Prevention Recommendations

VI. Identify Examples of Successful Interagency Collaborations to Meet Child Poverty and Prevention Goals

VII. Next Meeting – Thursday, December 14 at 10 a.m.
Minutes

Child Poverty and Prevention Council Meeting

Friday, November 3, 2006
Members Present: Robert Genuario (Chair), Joanna Bogin for Karen Foley-Schain, Rudy Brooks for Darlene Dunbar, Rene Coleman-Mitchell, George Dowaliby for George Coleman, MaryAnn Handley, Patrick Hynes for Mary Marcial, Rene Coleman-Mitchell for Norma Gyle, Dennis King, Thomas Kirk, John McCarthy , John Mengacci, Mary Mushinsky, Peter O’Meara, Raymond Pech, Catherine Sarault, Jack Thompson, Christine Vogel, Patricia Wilson-Coker, Faith VosWinkel, and Elaine Zimmerman.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion/Action

	Welcome and Introductions
	Chair Robert Genuario welcomed members and introductions were made by those in attendance.

	Review Statutory Changes
	New requirements of Public Act 06-179 were reviewed.  The statutory changes require the Council to:
· merge the Child Poverty Council and Prevention Council to create the Child Poverty and Prevention Council;
· add the Chief Court Administrator to the Council.  Judge Barbara Quinn will be the designee;
· establish prevention goals, recommendations and measure prevention service outcomes; and 
· report to the Governor and various legislative committees on the state’s progress in prioritizing expenditures for prevention services.
The statute also requires:

· state agencies with membership on the Council to develop and submit to the Council agency reports on their prevention services.


	Review Child Poverty Progress Report

	Anne Foley gave an overview of the Draft 2007 Child Poverty Progress Report.  The report includes the progress the state has made toward meeting the child poverty reduction goal and a description of actions the state has taken to implement the Council’s recommendations. In summary, the state took 34 actions implementing the council’s recommendations in 2005 and an additional 38 actions in 2006.  

Comments on the Child Poverty Progress Report included:
· Consider putting the child poverty rate in perspective by adding a section to the report that either compares the federal poverty level to the median income for the state or use the self-sufficiency standards to determine the level of  

      financial benefits needed to be self-sufficient.
· Members were asked to review the draft report and submit comments to OPM by the beginning of December.


	Review State Agency Prevention Report
	Eight state agencies submitted information on their prevention programs for inclusion into the Agency Prevention Report.  Each of the eight agencies DCF, SDE, DMHAS, DMR, DPH, DSS, OPM and Children’s Trust Fund gave a brief description of the programs included in the report. 



	Establish Prevention Goals and Recommendations
    Establish Prevention Goals

    Identify Basic Measures

    Discuss Development of Prevention Recommendations


	Discussed potential prevention goals

Comments regarding prevention goals/strategies:
· seek input from youth services agencies (consider as strategy)
· address leadership development in poverty and human services/succession planning
· review DCF’s prevention goals listed in the State Agency Prevention Report as a guide
· review results of the 2005 Survey for Youth Risk Behavior Survey (DPH & SDE)

· review Youth Futures Committee – Positive Youth Development goals

· address positive father involvement 

· address early intervention services (focus on children before birth)

· review the NGA report on collaboration regarding substance abuse among children and youth

Members agreed to use the prevention goals listed in the 2006 public act and add the child poverty reduction goal. Members were asked to submit recommended strategies 
for the goals.  OPM will compile the goals and suggested
strategies for presentation to the Council at the December 14 meeting.


	Identify examples of Successful Interagency Collaboration to Meet Child Poverty and Prevention Goals
	Examples included:

· Family Supportive Housing – collaborative efforts between DSS and DCF to prevent future homelessness among families and to secure and maintain family stability.
· SDE, DCF, DOC, DOL, and DSS developed a joint presentation on early father involvement to present at the national Fatherhood Conference.
Other recommendations:
· Review the NGA report on collaboration regarding substance abuse among children and youth.
· Develop a comprehensive list of agencies that address poverty issues and/or provide prevention services, such as the community action agencies and public safety. Work with these entities to determine the feasibility of including our recommendations/goals in their strategic plans.
· Commissioner Kirk will submit information on the Mental Health Transformation Grant – a collaborative effort between 14 state agencies and the judicial branch to transform the state’s mental health system.


	Other
	Elaine Zimmerman distributed and gave a brief overview on the CLASP publican called “Targeting Poverty” and invited members to the Children of Low-Income Working Families Public Form to be held on November 27. 


	Next Meeting


	The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, December 14, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 2B at the LOB.


