Child Poverty Council Meeting
Public Briefing Forum on Child Poverty

Wednesday, September 22, 2004

Legislative Office Building

Room 2B

8:30 a.m. – 12:30

Opening Remarks






8:30 – 9:15


Thabiti Anyabwile

Nancy Cauthen

Elaine Thomas-Williams

Christopher Bruhl

Discussion on Nature and Causes of Child Poverty
9:15 – 9:45
Discussion on Remedies





9:45 – 10:15
Approached to Alleviate Child Poverty


10:15 – 10:45
Strategies







10:45 – 11:45

Final Thoughts






11:45 – 12:30

Summary

Child Poverty Policy Briefing Forum

22 September 2004

Legislative Office Building, Hartford

Sponsored by the State Child Poverty Council

Framework

· Compile necessary demographic information to understand what is unique about Connecticut children living in poverty in order to plan effectively, i.e. special needs population, homeless population, welfare population, foster children, teen moms, single head of households, non-custodial fathers and other.

· Establish outcomes and measures in order to track success, build on the work of CCAP, Prevention Council and Social Health Index, the Child Health and Development Institute Report, Keeping Children on the Path to Success that documents outcomes and indicators for children in each town.

· Understand Connecticut’s job growth market- loss of high paying jobs and the growth of low paying service sector.

· Understand the need to instill a culture of expectation around careers and life long learning- overcomes the dead end job syndrome.

· Establish short and long term goals; build in early successes to garner political will necessary for sustained support. Impact of targeting most in need geographically.

· Develop appropriate strategies to address the growing immigrant population especially in the poorer urban areas.

· Invest in the early years and prevention, with significant attention to pre-literacy and K-3rd grade reading mastery.

· Define poverty up to 200 % of the poverty level, address poor, working poor and middle income to frame the issue as what all parents need.

· Think in terms of investment similar to economic investment that analyses a return on investment. For example the Tax Incremental Financing program that allows construction projects to finance their development on projected investment earnings. Use similar strategy to pay for college.

· Understand the significance of poor performing K-12 schools as it relates to readiness to enter the job market with necessary skills. Target intensive teacher training, especially in improved teaching in reading. (State Reading Panel recommendation)

Proposed Policy Recommendations

1. Establish an Economic Development Strategy…establish an economic development strategy targeting low income, low skilled workers comparable to the states efforts to meet the needs for high skilled workforce in bio-technology, science and engineering economic clusters. Establish a partnership with Higher Education, Community College System, and local K-12 School Districts as well as the Department of Labor to coordinate and target education, job training linked to specific career paths. Including free tuition and other incentives for ongoing education

2. Strengthen the states Individual Development Account Program …that assists low income earners accumulate assets such as an automobile, education and or other assets necessary to become more economically self sufficient.

3. Strengthen Parenting Skills… focus on helping parents become skilled and competent caregivers; knowledgeable to help their children navigate in society. Programs need to focus on changing lives, and helping families assimilate information that is embedded in daily life.

4. Prevention and Best Practice… assess the current political and policy decisions that are driving budget expenditures, i.e. crisis vs. prevention and realign resources to effective based strategies.

5. Establish an Earned Income Tax Credit…allows low-income earners to receive a rebate of the FICA portion of their withholdings.  Research demonstrates this is the most effective measure to increase actual income dollars to low income families.  Also, increase use of the federal earned income tax through outreach to help more families take advantage of this tax option.

6. Health Care/Medical Home…universal health care for all children, ensure access and utilization of comprehensive health/mental health care services with a consistent physician who has built a relationship with the family and child.  Implement best practice including outreach, care coordination and case management as part of the Medicaid health insurance system of care.  

7. Job Creation…incorporate job training and specific hiring goals for publically funded programs and or projects across all state agencies and in state contracts. Build in education and other supports.

8. Reward innovation and best practice… allow reinvestment of dollars saved back to the same system to ensure sustainability.

9. Community Impact… invest in strategies that have a comprehensive approach to neighborhood and community revitalization. Build on the state Neighborhood Revitalization Act, Public Act 95-240 that provides a local policy vehicle for community planning working with local government.

10. Family Supports… working families need basic needs, including stable, affordable decent housing; quality childcare and after school programs; transportation, healthy food, and access to goods and services. Develop a standard protocol for meeting basic needs in all state agencies that serve families. Provide flexible funding for basic needs in all programs over and above current program allocations in existing programs in order to stabilize the child’s life.

11. At Home Infant Care…establish a At Home Infant Care Program for low income parents of infants offering a choice to got to work and use a child care subsidy or staying home and receiving a monthly stipend. (Minnesota, Montana and Missouri have implemented policies)

12. Housing… Implement CT’s Fair Housing Compact Law that sets minimum thresholds for each town/city for affordable housing.  Implement major recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Housing.

13. Quality Child Care… ensures access to quality, affordable licensed childcare for children birth to five for working families. Ensure parenting supports for kith and kin caregivers receiving public funds. Including distance learning, enrichment activities, linkage with family resource centers and other enhancement activities.

14. Health Care Insurance….  Expand Medicaid coverage for parents not covered by employer insurance up to 185% of the poverty level.  Expand the state MIHIP insurance program to include small businesses. Pursue innovative approaches such as Denver County that partners with a large hospital for direct care.

15.  Tracking and measures…develop an integrated database to inform policy and measure success.

Group Discussion

Health Care  

· Need to address the issues of eligibility and coverage. Access does not always mean utilization

· Promote community health centers, as well as appropriate hours and days for operation that are beneficial to the communities they serve

· Access to health services is crucial, but so is the follow up. People need after-care and coverage

· The state needs to find a way to address the issue of health care coverage and employment. The link between the two is detrimental and needs to be broken. Look to states and countries that made the break, successfully

· Universal access to health care for all kids

· Improve effectiveness of child health services, by strengthening case management, outreach, care coordination to facilitate the effectiveness of care

· Strengthen care for kids with special health care needs; embrace and promote state and federal programs that promote Medical Home

Jobs / Economy 

· Need systematic economic development policies for low-end jobs. (For many years the focus has been on raising skill level.)  Colleges can help. Look at TIF (Tax Increment Financing)

· Increase minimum wage and raise low-wages

· Help workers find employers who provide important services: like good child-care and reimbursement for education

· Develop policies and programs that treat low income families and middle income families the same. Their needs can be met with similar strategies   

· Utilize the community colleges as focal points for integrated development.   

· Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 

· Easy to implement. Rewards work. Effectively raises wages. 

· Consider legislation to prevent predatory lending.

· Raise wages for child-care workers; improve quality and raise low wages. 

· In-home child care subsidy; allows mothers to stay at home with children (Montana)

· Offer mothers education programs in their homes.

· Give Property Tax Rebates to poor people

· Restore funding to Summer Youth Employment programs 

· There are ways for companies to cut costs and stay competitive without lowering wages. 

· Take a second look at Cash Assistance programs. The 21-month limit might be too harsh. 

· Make TANF more supportive of people who need education and training.

· Need to support and promote two parent, two income, and stable homes. 

· Consider Tax Diversion policies.

· Income Contingent Loans. Repayment based on ability to repay. 

Child Care / Education

· Provide Child Care subsidies 

· The system needs to be flexible to allow parents a safe place for their child as well as the ability to work or go to school

· Increase state support for Community Colleges 

· Don’t ignore children with special needs

· Relative care (Kith and Kin) is crucially under-funded

· Beware of universal child care programs that eliminate choices

· Help people go back to school with: lower child-care costs, tuition breaks, EITC, minimum wage increases.  

· Some states offer free or reduced tuition for top high school graduates. (North Carolina, Texas) 

· Don’t forget the role of men and fathers. Fatherhood needs to be an element in anti-poverty programs. As economic opportunities for men are increased, chances of family staying together improve.

· Adopt system that allows graduates of a community college, once they work and pay taxes, to pay a percentage back to the college.

Housing

· Assistance needs to be integrated with other programs.

· Vouchers work better than housing projects. And need to protect vouchers from discrimination.

· Develop home ownership programs 

Issues for Follow-up Action / Research 

· Which states are successfully using housing vouchers

· Explore the “New Hope Program” in Wisconsin

· Kentucky Community College program. Successful, need to get more information. (Lewis) 

· Get information on the states that have adopted a State EITC. What are the  “lessons learned”.

· Current demographic data from UCONN. 

· Great Britain’s program:  gives every child a savings account at birth.

· New book, released last year, which describes ways companies cut costs and stay competitive without lowering wages.  Win – win.

· Philadelphia public jobs program. Successful. Get details.

· Montana and Minnesota,  offer “in home” childcare subsidy. Lessons learned. 

General 

· Implement the “easier and most likely to succeed” programs first; demonstrate success, and then deal with the tougher problems  

· Child poverty cannot be dealt with until adult poverty is dealt with

· Focus on cities where poverty rates are the highest   

· Need to develop programs that will build “ sustainable family routines”

· The programs or policies created have to be sustainable. Families must be able to integrate and “imbed” them in their daily lives, or else they will not work

· Promote stable 2-parent households 
· First: need to determine what is unique about Connecticut 

· It is tempting to focus on the Urban Cores, but poverty is everywhere

· Poverty is now reaching and effecting the urban-periphery (East Hartford, Manchester)

· Low-Income families are very similar to middle-income families

· Need to look more at the linkage between poverty and education.

· Incrementalism is OK.  We don’t have to do everything immediately. Besides, small impacts can accumulate over time.

· Priority should be on interventions at the early stages of a child’s life, where there is less chance of unintended consequences

· Existing services need to be better integrated.  (For example: One website that lists all the free health screening services.)

· Solutions need to be connected

· Solutions/Policies/Programs need to be connected

· Families must have cohesion within their lives

· When budgeting, it’s important to link the investment source for the program, with the savings place, where the impacts are felt.

· Avoid “policy bifurcation” unless absolutely warranted. In terms of mobilizing political will, it’s better to develop policies that target larger group of working poor.  Think of commonalities instead of differences.

· Solutions need to be responsive to needs and constraints of poor people. For example, conduct English language training in the office lunchroom instead of dragging people to night school.

· ESL programs have been found to be extremely beneficial to employees and employers, but is critically under-funded

· We cannot rely too heavily on employers. Need holistic solutions 

