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Governor’s Cabinet on Nonprofit Health and Human Services

Cabinet Meeting Minutes 
April 16, 2013
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
State Capitol – Room 310
Cabinet Members Present:  Deborah Chernoff; Roberta Cook; Robert Dakers; Peter DeBiasi; Terry Edelstein; Patrick J. Johnson, Jr.; Terry Macy; Daniel J. O’Connell; Amy Porter; Maureen Price- Boreland; Patricia Rehmer; Anne Ruwet
Designees:  James Dzurenda Interim Commissioner for DOC; Cindy Butterfield for Commissioner Katz; Katherine Lewis for Commissioner Mullen; Kathleen Brennan for Commissioner Bremby

Cabinet Members Absent: Yvette Bello; Roderick Bremby; Michelle Cook; Marcie Dimenstein; Joette Katz; Stefan Pryor; William Carbone; Jewel Mullen
Invited Guests:  Representative Catherine Abercrombie; Edith Pollock Karsky, CAFCA; Mike Burns, BWB Solutions; Bob Santy, CT Economic Resource Center, Inc.; Brian Renstrom, Blum Shapiro
Work Group Co-Chairs:  Alyssa Goduti

· Call to Order:  Co-Chair Peter DeBiasi called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  He asked for a moment of silence for victims of the Boston Marathon tragedy.  Subsequently, attendees introduced themselves. 

· Approval of Minutes:  Co-Chair Terry Edelstein asked for a motion approving the March 22nd Cabinet meeting minutes.   The motion was seconded by Anne Ruwet.   The motion was approved by a voice vote.

· Presentations:

Human Services Committee:   Edelstein introduced Rep. Catherine Abercrombie, Co-Chair of the Human Services Committee and Vice Chair of the Human Services Sub-Committee of the Appropriations’ Human Services Sub-Committee.   Her comments included that these are difficult economic times but the safety net should not be on the table; that she does not support consolidation of human service funding line items, and that reductions in mental health grant money are not a good idea.
Department of Rehabilitation Services:  DeBiasi introduced Commissioner Porter for an overview of the Department of Rehabilitation Services (DORS), recently formed by combining the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services, the Board of Education and Services for the Blind and the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired.  The Department is committed to provide multiple programs for people with disabilities so they can live and work independently, including programs to help people find, keep and advance in a job.  She highlighted a Walgreen’s initiative that has been very successful in employing people with disabilities.
CT Association of Community Action:  Edith Karsky, Executive Director of CAFCA presented an overview of the Community Action Network - a group of federally and state designated anti- poverty agencies – serving 

all 169 CT towns and using results based accountability to track their results.  She noted that their member agencies have seen a large increase in number of people seeking assistance.   
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Ms. Karsky also provided an overview of the CT Poverty Report and its findings, which include that 21% or more than 720,000 CT residents live below the federal poverty line and of people in CT are living below the poverty line, and 12% of people over 65 are below poverty line.  The report was produced by CAFCA in cooperation with the Dept. of Social Services, the CT Center for Economic Analysis and BWB Solutions.
Mike Burns, of BWB Solutions, highlighted some of the report’s data and recommendations.  The report can be found in its entirety at www.cafca.org. 
CT Institute for the 21st Century:  Bob Santy and Brian Renstrum provided an overview of the Institute’s report on the partnership between the State of CT and nonprofit providers, and highlighted its recommendations.  One of the recommendations is that this Cabinet should play a key role in ensuring that population results are integrated into statewide planning and accountability as it relates to the delivery of health and human services.

· Work Groups:
Contract Procurement and Administration:   Co-Chair Alyssa Goduti reported on the progress of the work group and its three subcommittees.  Key areas of focus are the new bonding pool, review of contract standards and procurement procedures.  She noted that there is a lot of participation from staff of both state agencies and nonprofit organizations.
JOBS:   The work group’s co-chair, DDS Commissioner Terry Macy reported that the group is working with DOL to collect demographics of the nonprofit workforce, and the continuum of training options that across several systems.  Co-Chair Maureen Price Boreland highlighted the difficulty in getting the data they needed.  

· Updates:  Terry Edelstein
Affordable Care ACT:  OPM Secretary Ben Barnes has initiated a strategic planning process relating to the impact of the ACA on private providers focusing on employer and employee issues.  Bob Dakers cited the work the Exchange was doing to guide employers and consumers.
Nonprofit Bond Pool:  The Legislature’s Finance Committee was taking action today on the Governor’s proposal for the $20M in provider bonding in each year of the biennium.
· Upcoming meetings:  May 6 and May 24
· Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m.

Recorder:  Meg Riding
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