Agenda

Tobacco & Health Trust Fund Board
Friday, May 16, 2008

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Room 410

State Capitol


I.

Welcome and Introductions


II.

Approval of January Minutes


III.

Release of RFP by DPH for $800,000


IV.

Enacted Legislation Impacting the Trust Fund – HB 5020


V.

Amount of Funding Available in FY09 for Disbursement


VI.

 Summary of Public Hearing on April 4


VII.
Proposed Process for FY09 Disbursement Recommendations



a.
Identify priority service, populations or locations



b.
Release “RFP”



c.
Review responses and select recommended programs and vendors


VIII.
Remaining 2008 Meetings



a.
Fridays at 10:00 a.m.: July 22, September 12, October 17, 




November 21, and December 12


IX.

Adjourn

Meeting Minutes
Tobacco and Health Trust Fund Board Retreat

Friday, May 16, 2008

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Room 410

State Capitol

Hartford, Connecticut

Members Present:  Anne Foley (Chair), Ken Ferrucci, Ellen Dornelas, Diane Becker, Pat Checko, Cheryl Resha, Peter Rockholz, Andrew Salner, and Norma Gyle
Members Absent:  Nancy Bafundo, Jayne Tedder, Richard Barlow, Barbara Carpenter, Larry Deutsch, Douglas Fishman, Nikki Palmieri, and Robert Zavoski
Others present:  Pam Trotman (OPM), Barbara Walsh Renee Mitchell-Coleman (DPH), and Diane Harnad (DMHAS)
	Item
	Discussion/Action



	Welcome and Introductions
	The meeting was convened at 10:10 a.m.


	Review and Approval of Minutes
	Cheryl Resha’s motion to accept the January 19, 2008 meeting minutes was seconded by Peter Rockholz.  The motion was approved on a voice vote.  



	Release of RFP by DPH 
	On May 15, DPH released a RFP for the provision of tobacco use cessation treatment programs in community health centers and for an independent evaluation of such programs.  A total of $700,000 is available to fund treatment programs and an additional $100,000 for the evaluation of these programs.  Diane Becker, Pat Checko, Ellen Dornelas and Robert Zavoski will serve on the evaluation committee to select contractors.


	Enacted Legislation Impacting the Trust Fund –HB 5020
	The chair updated the members on HB 5020 which allows the board to recommend authorization of disbursements of up to one-half of the annual deposit into the Trust Fund.  This legislation also removes the requirement that the board’s annual report to the legislature of its activities and accomplishments be approved by each trustee.


	Amount of Funding Available in FY 09 for Disbursement
	The chair reviewed the amount of funding projected to be available in fiscal year 2009 for distribution. At least $12 million in the Tobacco Settlement Fund which will be transferred to the Tobacco and Health Trust Fund prior to June 30, 2008.  Approximately $6 million will be available to the board for disbursement for fiscal year 2009.  Board members requested clarification on the amount obligated specified in state legislation. 


	Summary of the Public Hearing on April 4
	The board reviewed the information gathered from the public regarding recommendations for disbursement of funds for fiscal year 2009. Recommended target population included: individuals with low-income, drug or alcohol problems, psychiatric illnesses, or low educational attainment and youth up to 18 years old.  Services recommended included: prevention, Quitline, media campaigns, pharmacotherapy (NRT), counseling, behavioral interventions, smoking cessation groups with facilitators and educational materials and peer mentoring.  Board members stressed the importance of meeting the needs of the people of Spanish origin. 


	Proposed Process for FY09 Disbursement Recommendations
	The chair proposed two methods to disburse FY09 funds. The first included setting basic parameters for services, identifying target populations and requesting bidders to design program/service options.  The second method included the development and dissemination of a Request for Proposal detailing the target population, services/programs as well as specific funding categories.  After discussion, members agreed to the second method.  In preparation for the development of the RFP, several members agreed to research and provide background data on tobacco related services and issues/concerns.


	Remaining 2008 Meetings
	The next meeting will be held in July. The date and location will be determined at a later time.  The remaining meeting dates are: September 12, October 17, November 21 and December 12.



