
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

March7, 2016 

VIA U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL/RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

LEGAL NOTICE: Revocation of Provisional Educator Certificate and Right to 
Demonstrate Compliance and to Request Reconsideration 

Dale Kukucka 
Imnate No.: 400170 
MacDougall-Walker C.I. 
1153 East St., South 
Suffield, CT 06080 

Dale Kukucka 
1826 Boston Post Road Unit I 
Westbrook, CT 06498 

Re: Professional Educator Certificate No.: C052012000025 

V.A. 

Code 030 (Biology, Grades 7-12), Code 229 (Math-Middle School) Expiration Date 
02/28/2017 

Dear Mr. Kukucka: 

·The Commissioner of Education (Commissioner) has been notified that you have been convicted 
of the following offenses: 1'1 Degree Strangulation in violation of Section 53a-64aa of the 
Connecticut General Statutes (CGS), a Class C felony (one count), Sexual Assault in the 3rd 
Degree-Use or Threat of Force in violation of53a-72a(a) of the CGS, a Class D felony (one 
count) and Assault 3rd Degree-Physical Injury in violation of53a-6l(a)(l) of the CGS, a Class A 
Misdemeanor (one count). Records of the Connecticut Department of Education show you as 
the holder of the Professional Educator Certificate (Certificate) described above issued by the 
State Board of Education (State Board). 

Pursuant to CGS Section 1O-l45b (i) (2) (copy enclosed), a conviction of a violation of CGS 
Section 53a-72a results in any certificate issued by the State Board being deemed revoked. On 
behalf of the Commissioner, this letter is to notify you that, as a result of your convictions, and 
the operation of CGS Section 1O-l45b (i) (2), your Certificate has been deemed revoked. 

Opportunity to Show Compliance with all Requirements for Retention of Your Certificate. 
You have the right to show your compliance with all lawful requirements for the retention of 
your Certificate. Your Certificate has been deemed revoked as a result of information that you 
have been convicted of a violation of the statutes set forth in the first paragraph of this letter, i.e 
CGS Sections 53a-72a. Consequently, you may demonstrate compliance by showing that you 
were not convicted under these statutes. If you wish to demonstrate compliance, please send any 
evidence and/or argument in support of your position to me at the Connecficut Department of 
Education, Division of Legal and Govermnental Affairs, P. 0. Box 2219, Hartford, CT 06145 
within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter. If such evidence and/or argument are not 
received within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter, your opportunity to demonstrate 
compliance will be deemed waived. 
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Right to Request Reconsideration of the Revocation of Your Certificate. Even if you do not 
proceed as above to show that you were not convicted of a violation of CGS Section 53a-72a, 
you still have the right to file a request for reinstatement/reconsideration of the revocation of 
your Certificate as set forth in this section. Your request must be filed within fifteen (15) days of 
your receipt of this notification. See Section I0-145d-612a(b) of the Regulations of Connecticut 
State Agencies. Your request should include the following information: your name; a detailed 
explanation of why you believe the State Board should reinstate your Certificate; any 
information you wish to present pertaining to the factors the State Board may consider in 
determining whether to reconsider the revocation of your Certificate (see below); and any other 
information which you think would be useful to the State Board. 

Factors Which May be Considered by the State Board. If you request i:econsideration, the 
State Board will consider the following factors, as appropriate, in determining whether to 
reconsider the revocation and to reinstate your Certificate: the nature of the crime of which you 
have been convicted and its relationship to educating public school students; the relationship of 
the crime to the education profession generally; areas where you have acted in an exemplary 
manner; information pertaining to the degree of your rehabilitation; the time elapsed since your 
conviction or release; the effect of the crime on the public health, safety and welfare; and 
whether, in the opinion of the State Board, reinstatement of your permit impairs the standing of 
other permits issued by the State Board. 

If you file a request for reconsideration, the State Board will make the initial determination of 
whether to uphold or overturn the revocation. The Commissioner of Education will make the 
final determination, per CGS Section I 0-l 45b(i)(2). 

Mailing Address. The State Board's address for any request for reconsideration is as follows: 
Connecticut State Board of Education, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT, 06106. A copy of 
your request for reconsideration should also be filed with the Commissioner of Education at the 
same address. 

Sincerely, 

MEV/mw 
cc: Nancy Pugliese, Chief, Bureau of Educator Standards and Certification 

Kathy Defelice, Education Consultant, Bureau of Educator Standards and Certification 

Enclosure: CGS Section IO- l 45b(i)(2) 

i 
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COMMISSIONER'S STATEMENT 
IN OPPOSITION TO REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF CERTIFICATE 

TO: 

CC: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Background 

State Board of Education 

Dale Kukucka 

Dr. Dianna R. Wentzell, Commissioner of Education 

April 1, 2016 

Request for Reconsideration of Revocation of Educator Certification - Dale 
Kukucka 

State law provides that when a certified individual 1 is convicted of one or more of a specific set 
of criminal offenses enumerated in statute, and the Commissioner is notified of such conviction, 
the individual's certificate is "deemed revoked." Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.) § 10-
145b(i)(2). Thereafter, the Commissioner is required to notify the certificate holder of the 
revocation, upon which notification the certificate holder may request reconsideration pursuant 
to State Board of Education (SBE) regulations. 

I am writing to you today because Dale Kukucka, a formerly certified teacher,2 has requested 
such reconsideration following his conviction of one such offense and his notification that his 
certificate has been deemed revoked pursuant to C.G.S. § 10-145b(i)(2). This statement is being 
submitted pursuant to Connecticut State Agency Regulations§ 10-145d-612a(c), which requires 
the Commissioner to file with the SBE a statement in support of or in opposition to the 
reinstatement. 

Following a jury trial, Mr. Kukucka was convicted of the following offenses: C.G.S. § 53a-64aa, 
Strangulation in the First Degree, a Class C Felony3; C.G.S. § 53a-72a(a)(l), Sexual Assault in 

1 The term "certified individual" is here intended to refer to a person holding a certificate, 
authorization or permit issued by the State Board of Education. 

2 Mr. Kukucka held a Professional Educator certificate endorsed in the following areas: Biology 
(Grades 7-12) and Mathematics (Middle School). 

'C.G.S. § 53a-64aa, Strangulation in the First Degree, is defined in relevant part as follows: "A 
person is guilty of strangulation in the first degree when such person commits strangulation in 
the second degree as provided in section53a-64bb and(!) in the commission of such offense, 
such person (A) uses or attempts to use a dangerous instrument, or {B) causes serious physical 
injury to such other person ... " C.G.S. § 53a-64bb, Strangulation in the Second Degree 
(referenced immediately above), is defined in relevant part as follows: "A person is guilty of 
strangulation in the second degree when such person restrains another person by the neck or 



the Third Degree, a Class D Felony4
; and C.G.S. § 53a-6l(a)(l), Assault in the Third Degree, a 

Class A Misdemeanor.5 According to Senior Assistant State's Attorney Russell Zentner, Mr. 
Kukucka received a total effective prison sentence of 15 years, execution suspended after I 0 
years, followed by 15 years of probation. Mr. Kukucka is further required to register as a sex 
offender for the rest of his life. 

Following his conviction, I notified Mr. Kukucka that his certificate was deemed revoked and of 
his right to request reconsideration pursuant to C.G.S. § 10-145b(i)(2). By letter dated March 14, 
2016, and received by the SDEon March 18, 2016, Mr. Kukucka requested 
reconsideration/reinstatement.7 Within 15 days after receipt of a request for reinstatement, the 
Commissioner is required to file with the SBE a statement in support of or in opposition to the 
reinstatement. Connecticut State Agency Regulations§ 10-145d-612a(c). Thereafter, the State 
Board shall review the request for reinstatement and the Commissioner's statement and, within 
90 days ofreceipt of the Commissioner's statement, make a determination as to whether to 
reinstate the certificate. Conn. State Agency Regs.§ 10-145d-612a(d). In so doing, the SBE 
shall consider the factors enumerated in SBE regulations, as appropriate. 8 

throat with the intent to impede the ability of such other person to breathe or restrict blood 
circulation of such other person and such person impedes the ability of such other person to 
breathe or restricts blood circulation of such other person." C.G.S. § 53a-64bb(a). 

4 C.G.S. § 53a-72a(a)(I), Sexual Assault in the Third Degree, provides in relevant part as 
follows: "A person is guilty of sexual assault in the third degree when such person (I) compels 
another person to submit to sexual contact (A) by the use of force against such other person or· a 
third person, or (B) by the threat of use of force against such other person or against a third 
person, which reasonably causes such other person to fear physical injury to himself or herself or 
a third person ... " Conviction under C.G.S. § 53a-72a is among the provisions listed in C.G.S. § 
10-145b(i)(2) in which revocation occurs by operation oflaw. 

5 C.G.S. § 53a-61(a)(I), Assault in the Third Degree, is defined in relevant part as follows: "A 
person is guilty of assault in the third degree when: (1) With intent to cause physical injury to 
another person, he causes such injury to such person or to a third person ... " 

'Mr. Kukucka was also convicted, on March 30, 2016, of violating C.G.S. § 53a-18l(a)(2), 
Breach of the Peach in the Second Degree. Mr. Kukucka pleaded guilty to this charge in 
connection with an incident that occurred in July 2012. 

7 The reconsideration process set forth in C.G.S. § 10-145b(i)(2) occurs through a process of 
requesting reinstatement of the certificate. This process is described in detail in§ 10-145d-612a 
of the Regulations. 

'These factors are as follows: "the nature of the crime; the exemplary status of a certificate 
holder; the crime and its relationship to the education profession; the effect the crime has on the 
public health, safety and welfare, and whether, in the opinion of the board, reinstatement impairs 
the standing of other certificates issued by the board." Conn. State Agency Regs. § I O-l 45d- · 
612a(d). · 

[2] 



I am writing to oppose Mr. Kukucka's request for reinstatement for the reasons set forth in this 
statement. 9 

The factual circumstances underlying Mr. Kukucka's conviction of violating C.G.S. § 53a-
72a(a)(l) - the offense which gave rise to the deemed revocation of Mr. Kukucka's certificate -
were investigated by the Connecticut State Police and are detailed in the attached arrest warrant 
affidavit. (Attachment A) The following is an excerpt of this document in which the State 
Police Officer who prepared the affidavit recounts the statement of one of the victims 10 in this 
case - a 21-year-old female at the time -regarding an incident that occurred in a restroom on 
October 19, 2013: 

The Female Victim had just finished going to the bathroom and was washing her hands 
when all of a sudden a male grabbed her neck with his right hand and put his left hand 
over her mouth. The Female Victim struggled and moved towards the window, which 
she broke with her left elbow, after which she lost consciousness. The Female Victim did 
not remember what happened after that, and she awoke a short time later, at which time a 
State Trooper [was] there taking pictures. The Female Victim then went by ambulance to 
Middlesex Hospital. The Female Victim said that her clothing was all on, but her bra was 
out of place and had been pulled up. The Female Victim said she sustained injuries to her 
nose, forehead, the back of her neck, and her upper front tooth. 

(Attachment A, at 5) 

The Female Victim and several eyewitnesses told police that it was Mr. Kukucka who had 
perpetrated the above acts against the Female Victim. Mr. Kukucka denied having perpetrated 
this attack. Following ajury trial, Mr. Kukucka was convicted of the criminal offenses outlined 
above. 

In a separate incident, which occurred in July 2012, an 18-year-old female claimed that Mr. 
Kukucka had kissed her against her will and put his hands under her shirt and attempted to touch 
her breasts. State Police investigated this incident and prepared the attached arrest warrant 
affidavit. (Attachment B) Although Mr. Kukucka denied having taken any action against the 

'The SBE is required to review the request for reinstatement and the Commissioner's statement 
and make a determination as to whether to reinstate the certificate. This determination must 
occur within 90 days of receipt of the Commissioner's statement. Connecticut State Agency 
Regs.,§ 10-145d-612a(d). 

10 Mr. Kukucka was also convicted of Assault in the Third Degree for causing a physical injury 
an individual who attempted to intervene to protect the Female Victim from Mr. Kukucka during 
the course of the attack. (Attachment A, at 4) 

[3] 



will of the victim, he pleaded guilty to violating C.G.S. § 53a-181(a)(2), Breach of the Peace in 
the Second Degree, 11 in connection with this incident. 

Argument 

The State Board of Education should deny Mr. Kukucka' s request for reconsideration. In 
connection with two separate occurrences, Mr. Kukucka has been convicted of a number of 
extremely serious crimes, including two felonies and two misdemeanors. While both instances 
are of great concern, the October 2013 incident - in which Mr. Kukucka attacked a woman in a 
restroom and choked her until she lost consciousness - is particularly heinous, revealing a 
serious disregard for human life. A teacher's fundamental responsibility is providing for the 
safety of students and protecting students' emotional and physical wellbeing. Mr. Kukucka's 
conduct, as revealed in the police investigations, is completely incompatible with these goals. 

Mr. Kukucka's conduct also violates many of the provisions of the Code of Professional 
Responsibility for Teachers (the Code). These principles, which are SBE Regulations, set forth 
the "standards to guide conduct and the judicious appraisal of conduct in situations that have 
professional and ethical implications." Conn. State Agency Regs.,§ 10-145d-400a(a). The 
following are a few of the provisions of the Code that Mr. Kukucka has violated: 

• "The professional teacher, in full recognition of his or her obligation to the profession of 
teaching, shall not ... engage in any misconduct which would impair his or her ability to 
teach." Conn. State Agency Regs.§ I0-145d-400a(c)(2)(C). 

• "The professional teacher, in full recognition of the public trust vested in the teaching 
profession, shall not ... be convicted in a court of law of a crime involving moral 
turpitude or of any crime of such nature that violates such public trust." Conn. State 
Agency Regs. § IO-l 45d-400a( d)(2)(B). 

• "The professional teacher, in full recognition of his or her obligation to the profession of 
teaching, shall ... conduct himself or herself as a professional realizing that his or her 
action reflects directly upon the status and substance of the profession." Conn. State 
Agency Regs. § I 0-145d-400a( c )(I )(A). 

Finally, Mr. Kukucka's purported justifications for reinstatement of his certificate are 
unavailing. 12 Mr. Kukucka asserts that he was "challenged by numerous outside the school 

11 C.G.S. § 53a-181(a)(2), Breach of the Peace in the Second Degree, provides in relevant part as 
follows: "A person is guilty of breach of the peace in the second degree when, with intent to 
cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof, such person ... 
assaults or strikes another ... " This offense is a Class B misdemeanor. 

12 Mr. Kukucka also asserts a number of claims about the inadequacy of the criminal process that 
resulted in his conviction, and has indicated that he has filed an appeal from his judgment of 
conviction. Should an appellate court vacate the conviction that gave rise to the revocation of 
Mr. Kukucka's educator certificate, the State Board can revisit the status of his certificate at that 
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distractions," including the death of various family members and pets, job loss, and relationship 
difficulties. (Kukucka statement, 2) He further claims that he resorted to alcohol in his attempt 
to alleviate his "emotional and physical pain." (Kukucka statement, 3) Mr. Kukucka further 
asserts that he believes he had a positive impact on students' lives and that he has served 
successfully as a teacher for a period often years. 

Given the nature of the offenses of which Mr. Kukucka has been convicted, however, the above 
circumstances do not mitigate the seriousness of the conduct at issue. As noted, the offenses that 
resulted in Mr. Kukucka's convictions were of an extremely serious nature; involved physical 
violence; and revealed a serious disregard for human life. It is also notable that because these 
incidents occurred more than a year apart from each other- in July 2012 and October 2013 -the 
conduct cannot be understood as part of a single isolated incident. Under these circumstances, 
Mr. Kukucka is in no position to hold an educator certificate issued by the State Board of 
Education. 

Recommendation 

For the reasons set forth above, the State Board should deny Mr. Kukucka's request to reconsider 
the revocation of his educator certificate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DIANNA R. WENTZELL, COMMISSIONER 

By her attorneys, 

Ma ew'E. enhorst 
Peter M. Haberlandt 
Division of Legal and Governmental Affairs 
P.O. Box 2219 
Hartford, CT 06106 

time. This report will not otherwise address the claims that Mr. Kukucka raises regarding the 
criminal process that resulted in his conviction of the offenses outlined above. 

[5] 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Me~bers, State Board of Education 
c/o Pamela Charland, Assistant to the 
Commissioner and State Board of Education 
165 Capitol Avenue, Room 301 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

May 13, 2016 

Re: Request for Reconsideration of Revocation of Educator Certificate - Dale Kukucka 

Dear Members of the State Board of Education: 

This Jetter is in response to Mr. Kukucka's April 10, 2016, letter in which he takes exception to 
several of the assertions made in the Commissioner's April 1, 2016, Statement in Opposition to 
his Request for Reconsideration of Certificate. 

The material at issue was taken from the arrest warrant supporting Mr. Kukucka's arrest for the 
incident that resulted in his conviction under C.G.S. § 53a-72a. This document details the 
factual and legal bases for Mr. Kukucka's arrest on the charges outlined in that document. As a 
legal matter, in the context of the instant proceeding before the State Board, the content of the 
arrest warrant is immaterial. We are long past the point of arrest. At this point, it is the objective 
and irrefutable fact that a criminal conviction - following a jury trial - has since occurred that 
gives rise to the revocation of Mr. Kukucka's educator certificate. 1 Information from the arrest 
warrant was included in the Commissioner's statement only to provide general context for the 
incidents that ultimately resulted in Mr. Kukucka's criminal convictions. 

Nevertheless, to clarify the record, I am here responding to claims raised in Mr. Kukucka' s filing 
concerning the arrest warrant. First, Mr. Kukucka asserts that he takes issue with the following 
claim: "The female victim and several eyewitnesses told police that it was Mr. Kukucka." It is 
accurate that the arrest warrant materials do not indicate that the Female Victim identified Mr. 
Kukucka as the individual who had perpetrated the attack against her. Rather, as revealed in the 
arrest warrant affidavit detailing the attack that occurred on October 19, 2013, the Female Victim 
identified Mr. Kukucka from a photographic lineup as the individual with whom she had spoken 
at the site of the incident on the night the incident occurred. (Attachment A, ~ 17 of 
Commissioner's April 1, 2016, Report to SBE) Second, it is correct that two separate 
eyewitnesses identified Mr. Kukucka from a photograph as the individual who bad attacked the 

1 The convictions under C.G.S. § 53a-72a and other provisions were based on the testimony and 
other evidence presented during the course of Mr. Kukucka's criminal tiial. While there is likely 
to be significant overlap between the content of the arrest warrant and the evidence presented at 
trial, it is solely the latter upon which the jury relied in reaching guilty verdicts on the criminal 
charges with which they were presented. 
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Members, State Board of Education 
c/o Pamela Charland, Assistant to the 
Commissioner and State Board of Education 
May 13, 2016 
Page2 

Female Victim on the night of October 19, 2013. (Attachment A,~[ 8 and 15 of Commissioner's 
April 1, 2016, Report to SBE) 

The actual underlying facts concerning the crimes at issue can only be found in the trial record, 
which, as noted, caused a jury to convict Mr. Kukucka, resulting in a legally mandatory - and 
automatic - revocation of his educator certificate. 

Thank you for this opportunity to clarify the record regarding this matter. 

1/.t:' . 
M thew e orst, Attorney 
Division of Legal and Governmental Affairs 

MEV/mpw 
cc: Commissioner Dianna R. Wentzell 

Kerry Colson, Assistant Attorney General 
Dale Kukucka 
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