STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Legislation and Bylaws Committee

May 17, 2012
165 Capitol Avenue, Room 305
Hartford, CT

MINUTES APPROVED
JULY 11, 2012

Members Present
Ferdinand Risco, Ellen Camhi and Joshua Friedman.

Terry Jones joined the meeting at 8:49 a.m.

Staff Present

Sarah Hemingway, Pamela Charland, Matthew Venhorst and Janice Dinnall.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Ferdinand Risco at 8:45 a.m.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the April 4, 2012, meeting minutes were unanimously
approved as submitted.

Education Reform Settlement

Sarah Hemingway presented the 6 Principles of the Education Reform Package as originally
presented by Governor Malloy. She discussed how the new legislation addresses each of the
principles below:-

1. Enhances families’ access to high-quality early childhood education opportunities;
2. Authorizes the intensive interventions and enables the supports necessary to turn
around Connecticut’s lowest-performing schools and districts;



3. Expands the availability of high-quality school models, including traditional schools,
magnets, charters and others;

4. Unleashes innovation by removing red tape and other barriers to success, especially in
high-performing schools and districts;

5. Ensures that our schools are home to the very best teachers and principals — working
within a fair system that values skill and effectiveness over seniority and tenure; and

6. Delivers more resources, targeted to districts with the greatest need — provided that
they embrace key reforms that position our students for success.

Legislative Update

Ms. Hemingway discussed a table she presented to the Committee regarding the final status of
2012 State Board of Education minor legislative proposals. She stated that all but three of the
proposals were passed during the legislative session. A copy of this table is attached. Ms.
Hemingway also presented an education bill tracking log and update of the implementation of
the 2011 legislation.

Adjournment

Mr. Risco adjourned the meeting at 9:24 a.m.
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