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Why FAFSA Completion

Immediate College Enrollment Following High School Graduation

By Percentile of District Poverty and FAFSA Completion Status
(HLS Study, Class of 2013)
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F OUR

#FormYourFuture FAFSA Tracker

Through January 10, what percent of your state's

U;URE seniors had completed a FAFSA? What is your
state's change year-over-year?

ChO... %o of Seniors Completing FAFSA
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'20-'21 Completers
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https://formyourfuture.org/fafsa-tracker/
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12th Grade
Enrollment
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https://formyourfuture.org/fafsa-tracker/

Estimated 5,025 Pell Grant eligible high school

graduates did NOT complete FAFSA in Connecticut’s
class of 2018. They left approximately...

S17.6 million

in Pell Grant funding on the table

Source: https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/2018-fafsa-study/
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https://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/2018-fafsa-study/

In Connecticut, FAFSA completion rates in the lowest poverty
districts are 13 percentage points higher than those in the
highest poverty districts.

Connecticut
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Source: NCAN website
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/bill.debaun.national.college.access.network#!/vizhome/FAFSACompletionbyDistrictPovertyLevelAcrosstheUnitedStates/Story1

What is EdSight Secure?

e Secure Online Data Portal
e For Designated LEA Staff
e Access Student-level Data

e View Charts and Tables
e Filter and Disaggregate

e Export
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New in 2019: FAFSA Completion Status Report

OVERVIEW

This report provides authorized users in districts that have executed a data use agreement with secure
access to the FAFSA Completion Status for currently enrolled Grade 12 students.

FAFSA Completion

SchoolProgram

FAFSA Completion Status

THE DATA TAB

Filter = <No interactive filters present>

Filters

SASID Search

Name Search

/

Sample School District

Student Search
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FAFSA Completion Status
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Pledge to Advance Connecticut (PACT)

How to Qualify  Find a College

CONNECTICUT'S PROGRAM FOR
FREE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Connecticut community colleges are making it possible for all

HOW DO | QUALIFY?

Connecticut residents who qualify to achieve a degree or certificate

=» Be a Connecticut High School Graduate

regardless of their ability to pay, and without taking on debt. PACT will GED and home schooled students qualify

launch in early 2020, to support students who are entering the Fall - S
Join our mailing lisf
2020 semester.

» Be attending college for the first time

FIND A COLLEGE -

» Fill out FAFSA and accept all awards

» Attend community college full-time
Apply and register at your college of choice by July 15, 2020 for priority
consideration

Why PACT?

= Once Enrolled, remain in good academic standing

PACT is our Pledge to Advance Connecticut through a unified, consistent
community college system that is accessible, inclusive, and affordable-while
maintaining excellence in education. We invite Connecticut residents to gain a
degree or certificate towards reaching full potential, and creating a future filled
with opportunity and achievement. An investment in education pays off not only
for individuals, but for our state as a whole.

PACT is our pledge to support the state’s advancement - with productive citizens
and skilled workers who can fill the many jobs developed by our innovative
business community. PACT is our pledge to advance the unity of our
communities, working together to ensure Connecticut maintains its competitive
edge; holding high standards and strengthening its entrepreneurial, innovative,
and inventive spirit

Counselor FAQ
Forthcoming
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Examples: Cheshire

A collaborate effort in Cheshire Public Schools to help
students and families understand a student’s financial future

School
Counseling
Curriculum

- Junicr Meetings i3
- Senior Meetings

- Parent Info Nights

- Job Shadows

- Access Applied

- Financial Safety Schools
- Communication

CHS Course

Student
Insight &
Awareness

Community
Partners

- Cheshire School Business Collaborative
- Sophomore Career Day
- Job Shadows
- Financial Reality Fair

- Barnum Financial Group

- Quinnipiac University

- CONNTAC

~Source: Michelle Catucci, Director of School Counseling
¥ Cheshire Public Schools

9 CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




‘ l l INDSOR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
@@E ege

A Pc;::oL i =
trriscner, I CATION

@@mn

K

SENIORS ONLY

Wednesday, October 16"

llege
Start Your Co
Apphcatlons Today!

Naviance to add and

in to
e phcatlon today-

track your ap

Workshops:

» College Planning

» Completing the Common Application
» Starting the FAFSA Application

» Apprenticeships

» Military

» Resume Wrriting

» College Essays

Special Workshops Presented by:
University of Connecticut
CT Department of Labor

Windsor High School
50 Sage Park Road, Windsor, CT 06095

(860) 298-7049 | Learn more at whs.windsorct.org/academics/school-counseling




Community Partnerships

FAFSA Day Connecticut

Need help filling out your 2020-2027 FAFSA?
Find a "FAFSA Day CT" event near you

Flease register at https:/fwww. capfaa.org/fafsa-day/ wWe are looking forward to seeing youl

This is a nationwide volunteer-driven effort to assist students and their families in families in accessing
funding for post-secondary education. Event participants will receive free, hands-on assistance in
completing the 2020-2021 Free Application for Federal Student Aid FAFSA, in a comfortable, local
setting.

The FAFSA is required for consideration of most sources of financial aid assistance. There is a wide
variety of financial aid programs available to help families from all income levels, including many
grants and scholarships.

Algunas de las localizaciones ofrecen ayuda en espafol!

what to bring

=  Your FSA ID and your parents’ FSA ID (if dependent)
e recommend applying for it before the event at
fsaid.ed.gowv

e Social Security NMumber

= Drivers License Number (if applicable)

= 2018 Federal Tax Return

= 2018 W-2 or ¥Year-End Fay Stub

« 2018 Untaxed Income Records

«  Current Bank Statement(s)

=  Current Business and Investment Records

- Permanent Residence Card (if not a U5 Citizen)

o Commecticut Association of Protossional Finascial Ald Administrators (CAPFAA) is an arganizaticn of profossioals within aostsccandary cducaticonal
lilulion s, gover menl agencies, and privale & cormrmunily organicalions corcerned wilb the suppo-l s administralian of sladenl Tinancial aid.
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How to Motivate Parents

e Start the process before 12th grade
o Middle School “Financial Planning Seminars”-

e Communicate consistently and with a variety of touchpoints
o Email, text, social media

e Understand your community.

o Translate printed information into the language(s) spoken by
local parents. Schedule events during the evening and on the
weekends. Provide transportation or vouchers. Offer child care
and food.

Rename your events:

e “Financial Aid Workshop” to “CA$H Labs”
e “Scholarship Night” to “Pizza for Dollar$”
e Workshops that focus on “Credit and Debt Management for

Parents- early on
Source: Dr. Chaka Felder-McEntire
Supervisor of Counseling (Windsor Public Schools)



Other Approaches to Improving FAFSA Completion

* Proven strategies
— Intensive 1:1 consultation for families
— Small group strategies

* FAFSA Challenge
* Louisiana: Required for high school graduation
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