
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO: Sponsors of School Child Nutrition Programs 

 

FROM: John Frassinelli, Chief  

 Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education 

 

DATE: April 21, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Operational Memorandum #25-14 

School Food Authorities (SFAs) Purchasing Produce from U.S. Department of 

Defense (DoD) Vendors Using Section 4 and 11 or Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 

Program (FFVP) Funds 

 

This memorandum clarifies how SFAs may use funds provided under Sections 4 and 11 or 19 of 

the National School Lunch Act (NSLA), 42 U.S.C. 1751, to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables 

from DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (DoD Fresh) vendors.  As a background, State 

Distributing Agencies (SDAs) may permit SFAs to allocate some or all of their United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) Foods planned assistance level, funded under Section 6 of 

the NSLA, to be used by the USDA to purchase produce through DoD Fresh.  Some SFAs use 

funds from their nonprofit food service account (i.e., Section 4 and 11 funds) or funds provided 

through the FFVP (i.e., Section 19 funds) to purchase additional products directly from DoD 

Fresh vendors.  SFAs should be aware that all direct purchases using Section 4 and 11 or 19 

funds, including those procured informally, are subject to the federal procurement regulations at 

7 CFR 3016.36.  

 

Accordingly, SFAs may not contract with individual vendors noncompetitively to purchase 

products using Section 4 and 11 or FFVP funds, even if the same vendors already provide the 

SFA with product through DoD Fresh using Section 6 funds.  Rather, SFAs must meet the 

competition requirements in 7 CFR 3016.36(c).  These regulations require SFAs to conduct 

either an informal or formal procurement, depending on whether the estimated value of the 

purchase is above or below the most restrictive applicable small purchase threshold (Federal, 

State, or local).  In conducting the procurement, it is permissible for SFAs to include vendors 

that provide services through DoD Fresh when soliciting bids.  After evaluating all bids, if the 

SFA determines that the DoD Fresh vendor’s bid is the winning submission, the SFA must 

directly contract with the vendor, as they would with any other commercial procurement.  It is 

not permissible for SFAs to place orders through DoD’s Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Order 

Receipt System (FFAVORS) for any purchases, either formally or informally, to be paid for with 

Section 4 and 11 or FFVP funds.  SFAs that are currently using FFAVORS for purchases paid 

for with Section 4 and 11 or FFVP funds will no longer be able to do so beginning in School 

Year 2014-15. 
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Questions may be directed to: 

 

COUNTY ASSIGNMENTS CONSULTANT E-MAIL AND PHONE 

Fairfield County Fionnuala Brown 
fionnuala.brown@ct.gov 

860-807-2129 

Hartford County (towns/cities beginning with A-R) Teri Dandeneau 
teri.dandeneau@ct.gov 

860-807-2079 

Hartford County (towns/cities beginning with S-W) 

Windham County 
Susan Alston 

susan.alston@ct.gov 

860-807-2081 

Litchfield County Allison Calhoun-White 
allison.calhoun-white@ct.gov 

860-807-2008 

Middlesex County 

Tolland County 
Andy Paul 

andrew.paul@ct.gov 

860-807-2048 

New Haven County  Jackie Schipke 
jackie.schipke@ct.gov 

860-807-2123 

New London County Monica Pacheco 
monica.pacheco@ct.gov 

860-807-2073 
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