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This memorandum provides guidance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

regarding state agency responsibilities to establish limitations on the frequency of specially 

exempted fundraisers in schools.  Section 10 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 USC 1779, 

as amended by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA), requires that all food sold 

outside of the school meal programs on the school campus and at any time during the school day 

must meet the nutrition standards set forth in the interim final rule, “National School Lunch 

Program (NLSP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP):  Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold 

in School as required by the HHFKA of 2010.”  This interim final rule, also known as the “Smart 

Snacks” rule, was published on June 28, 2013, and is effective July 1, 2014. 

 

The nutrition standards included in the interim final rule apply to all foods and beverages sold to 

students on the school campus during the school day.  However, in recognition of the tradition of 

school fundraisers, the HHFKA provides flexibility for special exemptions for the purpose of 

conducting infrequent school-sponsored fundraisers during which foods that do not meet the 

Smart Snacks nutrition standards may be sold.  Section 210.11(b)(4) of the interim final rule 

specifies that such specially exempted fundraisers must not take place more often than the 

frequency specified by the state agency.   

 

As outlined in the interim final rule, if a state agency does not specify the exemption frequency, 

the state agency is electing to establish a policy that no fundraiser exemptions may be granted.  

As noted in the preamble to both the proposed and interim final rules, it is expected that state 

agencies will ensure that the frequency of such exempt fundraisers on school grounds during the 

school day does not reach a level which would impair the effectiveness of the Smart Snacks 

requirements.  
 

  

This information applies only to schools and institutions that do not participate in 

Healthy Food Certification (HFC) under Section 10-215f of the Connecticut 

General Statutes.  Public schools that participate in HFC must follow the 

fundraiser requirements outlined in the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) handout, Requirements for Food and Beverage Fundraisers 

(HFC Schools). 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-06-28/pdf/2013-15249.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-06-28/pdf/2013-15249.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-06-28/pdf/2013-15249.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_169.htm#sec_10-215f
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=322416
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=322416
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The law requires that the state agency must set an upper limit on the number of fundraisers that 

would be allowed.  If the state agency decides not to establish an upper limit, the state agency is 

electing to prohibit any exempt fundraisers from being held in schools.  The state agency may 

not delegate the authority to specify exempt fundraiser frequency to local educational agencies 

(LEAs) or to school food authorities (SFAs).   

 

The state agency (CSDE) does not allow any exemptions for fundraisers under the Smart 

Snacks rule.  Therefore, all fundraisers sold during the school day must meet the 

competitive foods standards of the interim final rule.  For a summary of the USDA Smart 

Snacks standards, see the CSDE’s handout, Summary of USDA Nutrition Standards for 

Competitive Foods.  For more information on the fundraiser requirements under Smart Snacks, 

see the CSDE’s handout, Requirements for Food and Beverage Fundraisers (Non-HFC Schools, 

Private Schools and Residential Child Care Institutions). 

 

For more information on the USDA Smart Snacks standards, see the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s (CSDE) Competitive Foods Web page and the USDA Smart Snacks 

in School Web page. 
 

Questions may be directed to: 

 

COUNTY ASSIGNMENTS CONSULTANT E-MAIL AND PHONE 

Fairfield County Fionnuala Brown 
fionnuala.brown@ct.gov 

860-807-2129 

Hartford County (towns/cities beginning with A-R) Teri Dandeneau 
teri.dandeneau@ct.gov 

860-807-2079 

Hartford County (towns/cities beginning with S-W) 

Windham County 
Susan Alston 

susan.alston@ct.gov 

860-807-2081 

Litchfield County Allison Calhoun-White 
allison.calhoun-white@ct.gov 

860-807-2008 

Middlesex County 

Tolland County 
Andy Paul 

andrew.paul@ct.gov 

860-807-2048 

New Haven County  Jackie Schipke 
jackie.schipke@ct.gov 

860-807-2123 

New London County Monica Pacheco 
monica.pacheco@ct.gov 

860-807-2073 

 

JF:sff 

 

Attachment 

 

 

 

 
This is a numbered Operational Memorandum that contains important program information.  Please read carefully and retain in a 

binder for future reference.  Operational Memoranda are posted on the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Child 

Nutrition Web site. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=322422
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=322422
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/nutrition/cf/Fundnonhfc.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/nutrition/cf/Fundnonhfc.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=333772
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/legislation/allfoods.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/legislation/allfoods.htm
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