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Agenda

• Focused Interim Assessment Blocks

• AI Scoring

• AIRWays Updates

• Digital Library

• MetaMetrics is here!

• Parent Resources



FOCUSED
INTERIM 
ASSESSMENT 
BLOCKS



Three Types of Smarter Balanced 
Interim Assessments

Interim 
Comprehensive 

Assessment
(ICA)

Interim Assessment 
Blocks
(IAB)

Focused Interim 
Assessment Blocks



Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Blocks for 
Mathematics

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Operations and Algebraic
Thinking

Operations and Algebraic
Thinking

Operations and Algebraic
Thinking

Number and Operations –
Fractions (F)

Number and Operations –
Fractions

Number and Operations –
Fractions

Measurement and Data Measurement and Data Measurement and Data

Number and Operations in 
Base Ten (F)

Number and Operations in 
Base Ten

Number and Operations in 
Base Ten

Geometry (F) Geometry (F) Geometry (F)

Properties of Multiplication 
and Division (F)

Four Operations: Interpret, 
Represent, and Solve (F)

Numerical Expressions (F)

Multiplication and Division:
Interpret, Represent, and 

Solve (F)

Fraction Equivalence and 
Ordering (F)

Operations with Whole 
Numbers and Decimals (F)

Multiply and Divide within 
100 (F)

Fractions and Decimal 
Notation (F)

Add and Subtract with 
Equivalent Fractions (F)

Mathematics Performance
Task

Mathematics Performance
Task

Mathematics Performance
Task



Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Blocks for 
Mathematics

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
Ratio and Proportional 

Relationships (F)
Ratio and Proportional 

Relationships (F)
Functions (F)

The Number System The Number System The Number System (F)

Expressions and 
Equations 

Expressions and 
Equations 

Expressions and Equations 
I

Geometry (F) Geometry Geometry

Statistics and Probability 
(F)

Statistics and Probability 
(F)

Expressions and Equations 
II

Divide Fractions by 
Fractions (F)

Equivalent Expressions 
(F)

Proportional Relationships,
Lines, and Linear Equations 

(F)

One-Variable Expressions 
and Equations (F)

Algebraic Expressions 
and Equations (F)

Analyze and Solve Linear 
Equations (F)

Dependent and 
Independent Variables (F)

Geometric Figures (F) Congruence and Similarity 
(F)

Mathematics Performance
Task

Mathematics Performance
Task

Mathematics Performance
Task



Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Blocks for 
English Language Arts

Grades 3-7

Read Literary Texts

Read Informational Texts 

Brief Writes 

Revision

Language and Vocabulary Use (F)

Editing (F)

Listen/Interpret (F)

Research

Research: Analyze Information (F)

Research: Interpret and Integrate Information (F)

Write and Revise Narratives (F)

Performance Task 



Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Blocks for 
English Language Arts

Grade 8

Read Literary Texts

Read Informational Texts 

Brief Writes 

Revision

Edit/Revise

Listen/Interpret (F)

Research

Research: Analyze Information (F)

Research: Interpret and Integrate Information (F)

Write and Revise Narratives (F)

Performance Task 



AI SCORING



All items in the ELA Interim Assessment 
Blocks AI scored.  

Math Performance Task items that are item 
dependent require hand scoring. 







AIRWAYS UPDATES



- Dashboard
- Filter out specific content

- Sort by Assessment Name 







DL and the portal systems will be connected 
with one password/username

By the end of October 2019

All users with a TIDE password have access

Toggle between systems







Aids in interpreting student results

 Support teachers as they plan activities aligned 
to grade-level claims and targets

Demonstrates how Smarter Balanced assesses 
academic standards

Allows users to explore the range of knowledge 
and skills for college and career readiness; 

Provides access to resources like blueprints and 
scoring rubrics





https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Find-Information-
about-Smarter-Balanced



A Quantile is a measure of both math 
readiness and math complexity, on the same 
scale.

Quantile Skills and Concepts (QSCs): 
When applied to mathematical skills and 
concepts, Quantile measures indicate the 
task difficulty associated with a skill or 
concept relative to other mathematical skills 
and concepts. 



MEASURE

A Lexile reader measure provides a measure 
of  student’s reading skills 

A Lexile text measure provides the 
readability level of a book



http://fab.lexile.com



http://www.quantiles.com

QUANTILES ON THE ISR



https://lexile.com/educators/tools-to-support-reading-at-school/tools-to-
help-teach-a-book/



hub.lexile.com



Find a Book

 Lexile Analyzer

Wordlists

Career Database

Measures Manager





Math Skills Database

Teacher Assistant

Math@home

Career database

Find your lesson

Quantile resource center







Lexile measures do not consider all the 
aspects relevant to text complexity. 

CCS Appendix A discusses the three-part 
model for determining text complexity.

Resources are on the CSDE Smarter Balanced 
Related Resources page 





Metametrics for parents

The Hub is free, but they need to register

Lexile.com and Quantile has sections for 
Parents and Students

New page: Parent Resources for Connecticut 
Summative Assessments





Connecticut State Department of Education 
Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal
https://ct.portal.airast.org/

 Student Assessment Newsletter 
www.sde.ct.gov/sde/SAN



Connecticut State Department of Education Parent 
Resources for Connecticut Summative Assessments 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Main-Assessment/Parent-
Resources/Documents

 Student Assessment Newsletter 
www.sde.ct.gov/sde/SAN



 Interim Assessment Information: 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-
Interim-Assessments

 Summative Assessment Information 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Find-
Information-about-Smarter-Balanced



 Lexile and Quantile Information: 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Main-Assessment/Lexiles-and-
Quantiles

 Smarter Balanced Resources and Text Complexity 
Information https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-
Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Find-
Information-about-Smarter-Balanced/Related-
Resources



Dr. Cristi Alberino, ELA
Education Consultant
Performance Office

Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
860-713-6862

Further Information 
Connecticut Help Desk

1-844-202-7583
cthelpdesk@air.org

CSDE Comprehensive Program Portal
http://CT.portal.airast.org


