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Topic: What was it like to work tobacco? 
Activity 3 

Students will read Elissa Papirno’s “Migrants’ Dissatisfaction Growing toward ‘Tough’ Tobacco Camps,” Hartford 
Courant,  Aug. 13, 1973. While they read, they should list the complaints of workers (that is, what there dissatisfactions 
are) and who are their allies and enemies?  

  

Worker Dissatisfaction Growers’ Answer 

Dissatisfactions:   

  

  

  

Allies: 

  

  

  

  

Enemies: 

  

  

  

  

  

Their charts might include: 

Migrants’ Dissatisfaction Growing Toward “Tough” 
Tobacco Camps, Aug. 13, 1973  

Growers’ Answer 

Dissatisfactions:   

Wages in Puerto Rico  

Work hard  

Food bad  

Poor health care -No Spanish speakers in health facility; 
Dirty, crowded  

Living quarter squished - 4 men to a room, open 
bathrooms  
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Migrants’ Dissatisfaction Growing Toward “Tough” 
Tobacco Camps, Aug. 13, 1973  

Growers’ Answer 

Nothing to do in free time but sleep or drink  

No freedom  

Trouble caused by younger workers  

Workers arrested for drinking, disorderly conduct, 
political activity - thrown out of camps  

Want worker representation in yearly negotiation of the 
contract between the growers and the Puerto Rican 
labor department  

Allies: 

Springfield based New England Farmworkers council, 
funded by US Office of Economic Opportunity and the 
Department of Health,  

Education, and Welfare  

META - Ecumenical Ministry for Puerto Rican 
Farmworkers - church-funded group with specific goal of 
unionizing the workers.   

  

Enemies: 

Shade Growers Agricultural Association - barred  

META organizers from Camp Windsor  

Workers afraid they will get fired  

Puerto Rican Department of Labor supposed to be 
overseeing the camps  

  

  

Have a discussion with the following questions:  

• Do you think the workers are telling the truth?   

• Is this article believable?   

• This is an article that has been read by an editor. What would the editor require of Papirno, the writer?  

• How does this information fit with what you thought in looking at the headlines in Activity 1?  
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Topic: What was it like to work tobacco? 
Activity 4  

Students will read “The Truth about Shade Tobacco Workers.” This 1973, full-page ad was written by the Shade 
Growers Association to answer the dissatisfaction of the tobacco workers. The organization was made up of the 
owners of the three biggest tobacco companies and several smaller ones in the Tobacco Valley. Everyone should read 
the introduction.  Then split the 9 sections among the class, take notes, and share your information.  

  

Section  Key Points Addressing Dissatisfaction   

1. Intro    

2. Living Quarters and 
Campus  

  

3. Puerto Rican 
Seasonal Workers  

  

4. Wage is One of 
Highest in Agriculture  

  

5. Recreation, 
Education, Religious 
Services  

  

6. Food    

7. Workers Enjoy 
Complete Freedom of 
Association  

  

8. Outside Efforts 
Resented by Workers  

  

9. Health Program is 
Nation’s Finest  

  

10. The Association's 
Commitment  
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After students have filled in the chart, they should go back to the first chart they filled out and share the information 
to see how the growers addressed each issue.   

Class Discussion:  

• After reading both pieces, what is believable in each?  

• What do you not believe and why?  

• What else might you do to find out what these camps and this work was like?  

• Would you want to be a tobacco worker in the 1970s?  Why or why not?  Would you like to be a grower in the 
1970s?  Why or why not? 
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Below you will find a collection of articles about the tobacco workers and growers.  The first two articles are included in the lesson.  The others will give context 
and more information on the situation in the camps.  Look at the dates of the articles to put them in chronological order. 
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/ 
August 26, 1973
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