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Topic: Thompsonville Carpet Weavers Strike, 1834 
Activity 1 

C. Read Diana McCain's "Enfield weavers loom large in history," an 11-paragraph secondary source. 

From the title, we find out that the carpet weavers had an impact on our history. As you read the article, it is 
your job to figure out what the significance is of these weavers. 

Now read the article and answer the questions as you go through it. 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE-LaborAndWorkingClassHistory


Connecticut Labor and Working Class History  Lesson Plans, Resources, and Materials for Teachers 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE-LaborAndWorkingClassHistory   Page 2 of 5 

1. What did the Scottish weavers want from the Thompsonville Carpet Manufacturing Company? Use paragraph 1. 

 

2. What did these weavers do to get what they wanted? Use paragraph 1. 

 

3. What were two reasons the Scottish weavers migrated to Enfield? Use paragraph 2. 

 

4. How did the Thompsonville Carpet Manufacturing Co. figure out how much to pay the weavers? Use 
paragraph 3. 

 

5. What specifically did the weavers ask for when they got together on July 23, 1833, and what were the 2 
reasons why they asked for it? Use paragraph 3. 
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6. Did the company give the raise and what was the reason? Use paragraph 4. 

 

7. How did the weavers respond to this decision? And what did the company do in return? Use paragraph 4. 

 

8. How did the company threaten the workers? Use paragraph 5 and paragraph 6. 

 

9. What 2 other actions did the company take to hurt the weavers who went on strike? Use paragraph 7. 

 

10. The weavers fought back! What did they do? Use paragraph 8. 

 

Raise? YES   NO  (Circle one) 

Reason:  

Weavers’ Response: 

 

Company Response to Weavers: 

Threat 1: 

 

Threat 2:  
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11. Why did the company have so much power to get the weavers back to work? Use paragraph 8. 

 

12. Why would the author say that the weavers won, even though they were forced to go back to work with no 
raise in wages? Use paragraph 9. 

 

13. Historians say that this strike was important for organized labor - often called unions. What did the carpet 
weavers do that is similar to modern day unions? Use paragraph 10. 

 

14. What is the significance of this strike to workers today? 

 

15. What is this story about in relationship to the Market Revolution? 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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16. Which piece of information is most important to understand in this story? Look back at the answers you gave 
and tell which box helped you understand this issue the best and why. 
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