
April 4, 2005 -1- Final Decision and Order 05-050 

 
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 
 
 
Student v. Colchester Board of Education 
 
Appearing on behalf of the Parents:  Father, pro se  
 
Appearing on behalf of Board:  Attorney Anne H. Littlefield 
     Shipman & Goodwin LLP 
     One Constitution Plaza 
     Hartford, CT  06103-1919 
 
Appearing before:    Attorney Patricia M. Strong 

Hearing Officer 
 
 

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER 
 
 
PROCEDURAL HISTORY  
 
The Father filed a hearing request and a mediation request on March 3, 2005.  This 
Hearing Officer was assigned to the due process case on March 4.  A prehearing 
conference was scheduled on March 11.  On Saturday, March 5, the Father faxed the 
Hearing Officer a letter and asked to postpone the prehearing conference until he 
obtained counsel.  The request was denied by letter dated March 7.  On March 8, Atty. 
Littlefield filed an appearance for the Board.  On that date, a second letter was faxed from 
the Father stating that the Parents were unable to retain counsel prior to March 11 and, 
therefore, wished to withdraw the hearing request.  On March 9, the Hearing Officer 
wrote to the parties and advised them that the prehearing conference would be canceled 
and that the case would be dismissed without prejudice.   The Father was advised that he 
should contact the State Department of Education directly regarding the scheduled March 
21 mediation date. 
 
FINAL DECISION AND ORDER 
 
It is ordered that this case is dismissed without prejudice. 
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