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Introduction

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) conducted a brief web-based survey of K-12
educators to gather information regarding the statewide implementation of Connecticut’s Scientific
Research-Based Interventions (SRBI) framework since 2008 when the framework was adopted. SRBI
emphasizes research based effective instruction for all students through the systematic implementation
of high-quality core general education practices, as well as targeted small group or individualized
interventions for students experiencing learning, social-emotional and/or behavioral challenges.

This survey is part of the CSDE’s ongoing efforts to communicate with and support educators in the
collective work of improving student outcomes.

SRBI is a framework involving instruction and interventions in general education at the onset of concern
about student performance. This multi-tiered approach systematically matches the needs of a student
to effective interventions. The critical features of the framework include (a) school-wide commitment
to success of all students, (b) overt use of data for decision-making (e.g., screening, progress monitoring,
summative), and (d) consistent application of research based interventions to support student needs.
Effective implementation of the SRBI framework ensures that research-based educational practices and
access to the core curriculum occurs in an effective and efficient manner.

The 19 item survey examined the following areas:

= Student access

= Leadership and organizational structures

= |mplementation of SRBI systems, structures, and supports
= Collaboration and parent engagement

= Needs for additional support, training, and guidance

Some questions required participants to “check all that apply” while others asked participants to rate a
exploring,” or “not

” ou n u

series of items within each area as “full implementation,” “partial implementation,
in place.” Another set of questions required participants to rank items in need of support. A “1”

indicated greatest need, while a “5” indicated least need.

This report analyzes data from the 700 respondents, 588 of whom completed the entire survey in the
period from November 2014 to January 2015. Survey outcomes will be used to inform changes in
statewide implementation and guide stakeholders in providing technical assistance and supports.
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Key Take-aways
According to the survey responses:

e SRBl implementation efforts were predominately a shared responsibility among staff. Reference
Q5

e District level SRBI coordination is varied, with the majority of respondents stating that they do
not know who or how SRBI is coordinated at the district level. Reference Q6

e Targeted (Tier 2) and intensive (Tier 3) writing interventions were identified as an area of
particular need. Reference Q8, Q10

¢ Collecting, monitoring, and using data effectively surfaced as an implementation challenge for
survey respondents. Reference Q9 - Q12

¢ Consistently monitoring SRBI implementation fidelity is an area of need. Reference Q9-12

¢ Implementing a menu of research-based interventions was problematic in the areas of writing,
mathematics, and behavior. Reference Q10 - Q1

Results

General Information

Q1: What is your job title/function? Check all that apply.

Paraprofessional
Program Coordinator or Facilitator

Other

Special Area Teacher (e.g., art, music, physical education,...

Special Education Teacher

Support Staff (e.g., school psychologist, social worker,...

School Level Administrator
Intervention Teacher (e.g., reading teacher, literacy...

District Level Administrator

General Education Teacher 184
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Q2: Within which grade band do you serve? Check all that apply.

300
250
200 -
150 A
100 A
50 A

0 -

Pre K-2 Pre K-12 (whole
district)

Q3: Choose which description most closely matches your school district’s location and population.
Check all that apply.

500

400 -

350 -

300 -

250 -

200 A 185

150 -

50 A

Suburban Urban Rural
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SRBI Student Access

Q4: Which students have access to SRBI supports and interventions in your organization? Check all

that apply.

Students who are Home-Schooled

| do not know

Students needing enrichment

Students with disabilities

Students acquiring English/English Learners
Students with a 504 Plan

Students with social-emotional/behavioral needs

Students who are experiencing academic difficulties
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SRBI Leadership
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Q5. Who is leading SRBI implementation in your district? Check one.

40%
Unified effort

35%

General Education

Q6. Who coordinates SRBI implementation in your district? Check all that apply.
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200
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100
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140
131
109 107 106
I I I -
| do not know Other Director of Director of Assistant SRBI Superintendent
Curriculum and Special Superintendent  Coordinator
Instruction Education
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Q7. Which types of team structures exists in your organization? Check all that apply.

600
509 495
>00 436
400
329
303
300
200
100
28 10
0 T T T T T _ T 1
Grade level, School-level Instructional  School-level or School or | do not know Other
Content Area, or Intervention Data Teams District-level District
Interdisciplinary Planning Teams (Grade levelor Data Teams Leadership
Teams (e.g., Early Department) Teams
Intervention
Process,
Student
Assistance
Teams)

Implementation of SRBI Systems, Structures, and Supports

Q8. Check the intervention target area at each tier where schedules and staffing are in place to
provide the instruction/ interventions and supports that students need.

2000

1800

1600 -

1400 -

1200 W Behavior

1000 - ® Mathematics

Writing

800 -
Reading

410
600 +——— - 256

202

400 -

20 4——— 49 00 - S0 200 00on© 13

0 T T 1
Tier 1 (Core Instruction) Tier 2 (Targeted Intervention) Tier 3 (Intensive Intervention)
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M Tier 1 (Core Instruction)

M Tier 2 (Targeted Intervention)

Tier 3 (Intensive Intervention)

Reading Writing Mathematics Behavior

Q9 - Q12. Check the box that best reflects the implementation level of each component of SRBI
implementation.

Q9. Reading

W Full Implementation M Partial Implementation Exploring Not in place

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

A combination of standard protocols and individualized
intervention planning are used to accelerate student...

A continuum of differentiated instruction and research-
based interventions are available to all studentsin all...

Collaborative meetings with teachers and interventionists
are held to discuss student progress

Core curriculum, based on CT Common Core ELA
Standards, outlines essential content, concepts, and...

Decision rules and procedures are in place to
appropriately match intervention to student need

Software is used to manage data and monitor progress
efficiently

Triangulated data are used to guide instructional decisions

Universal screening measures are administered to all
students at least three times peryear

Various assessment tools are used to monitor student
performance and progress
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Q10. Writing
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A guaranteed and viable core curriculum isin place

A menu of research-based interventionsis available

Ateam problem-solving approach is used

Assessment measures are used to monitor progress

Collaborative meetings are held to discuss student
progress

Common screening assessment(s) used for all students

Data is used to guide dedisions

Decision rules and procedures are in place to
appropriately match intervention to student need

Software is used to monitor progress and manage data

| Full Implementation W Partial Implementation Exploring Not in place

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

| |
11% 10%

Q11. Mathematics

A guaranteed and viable core curriculum is in place
A menu of research-based interventionsis available
Assessment measures are used to monitor progress
Collaborative meetings are held to discuss student
progress

Common screening assessment(s) used for all students
Data is used to guide decisions

Decision rules and procedures are in place to

appropriately match intervention to student need

Software is used to monitor progress and manage data

B Full Implementation ™ Partial Implementation Exploring Not in place

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q12. Behavior

A menu of research-based interventionsis available

Behavioral measures or indicator(s) are used for screening

Behavioral measures/indicators are used to monitor

Collaborative meetings are held to discuss student

D

appropriately match intervention to student need

Explicit instruction in behavior expectations occurs

Software is used to monitor progress and manage data

B Full Implementation M Partial Implementation Exploring Not in place

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Ateam problem-solving approach is used

progress

progress
Data is used to guide decisions

ecision rules and procedures are in place to

routinely

Collaboration and Parent Engagement

Q13 - Q17. Check the box that best reflects the implementation level of each component of the SRBI

system.
| Full Implementation ™ Partial Implementation Exploring Not in place
100% = A%
90% g ————— 12% 4% 15%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% T
Educator Teams meet at Parents are notified and Educator Teams Parents of children who  All parents are given
a sufficient frequency to their participation in the collectively analyze data receive interventionsat  information regarding
collaborate effectively  SRBI process is solicited to guide decisions about  any tier are provided SRBI, types of available
around student support when their child begins a instruction and reports on their child’s  interventions, and ways
and intervention Tier 2orTier 3 interventions. interventions, goalsand  they can support their
intervention. progress. child at home.
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Needs for Additional Support, Training, Guidance

Q18. Consider your current need for additional support, training, guidance, and technical assistance in
the following areas. Rank from 1-5 (1 = greatest need, 5 = least need).

A. General SRBI Systems

1 2 3 4 5
Selecting and budgeting for resources to support research-
. . 108 83 85 56 82
based interventions
Ensuring clear, high quality core curricula (Tier 1) is taught
uring 'gh quality urricula (Tier 1) s taug 73 57 104 59 82
across grade levels for all students
Establishing an SRBI vision and a system to support high
) . 68 43 75 82 121
levels of academic/ behavioral success for all students
Ongoing commitment to training, professional learning and
. . - 63 124 74 95 30
supports to implement interventions
Creating school-wide schedules support multiple levels of
62 76 74 99 54

high quality instruction and intervention

B. Data Driven Instructional Decision Making in an SRBI System

Selecting measures/ indicators for screening and progress

monitoring in academic and behavioral areas 117 72 >4 >9 62

Deepening skills to evaluate fidelity of interventions and

make decisions about when to adjust instruction or refer for 110 86 64 63 66
Planning and Placement Team meeting

Consistent team process for reviewing progress-monitoring

data and gauge whether students are making adequate 54 94 108 77 32
progress in response to their interventions

Establishing a team process to review data and make

decisions about adjustments to core instruction and 46 74 60 95 81
matching interventions to students’ needs.

Ensuring team members consider culture and language of

students when making decisions about appropriate supports 21 48 105 85 111
and interventions for students
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C. Fidelity of Implementation in an SRBI System

Collective understanding / ownership of the RTI framework
and the school or district SRBI system to ensure 107 59 66 44 82
sustainability

Establishing decision rules and criteria for both general

education intervention and referral to Special Education 101 67 68 >4 80
Ensuring core instruction and supplemental interventions = 69 102 28 39
are delivered as scheduled and intended

Establishing routine instructional cycles for delivering

. . L 43 90 65 78 58
interventions and reviewing progress

Establishing appropriate documentation and communication

with parents/guardians about of intervention and progress 32 63 71 94 84

monitoring

D. Family and Community Engagement in an SRBI System

Engaging parent groups, school boards and community
members in learning about the RTI framework and the SRBI 105 59 57 63 79
system being implemented

Sharing data (screening and progress monitoring) and

. 82 60 81 74 74
student work with parents

Developing engaging and culturally responsive programs for
parents/guardians to supportall children in attaining higher 66 68 102 63 49
levels of academic/ behavioral success

Using a collaborative approach to engage parents/

. . ) . 50 109 79 75 31
guardians of students receiving supplemental interventions
Linking the required Title | school-family compact activities

to student learning and SRBI systems 39 >8 26 83 106
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Q19. Which agencies do you typically turn to for SRBI training/ technical assistance? Check all that
apply.

300

279

250 -

200 -

150 -

100 - 93

50 A

30

In-District Expertise SERC RESC | Do Not Know Other
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