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March 14, 2016
To All Town Clerks:

Re: Ballots for April 26, 2016 Presidential Preference Primaries

1.  PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY BALLOTS

Final ballot layout for the Presidential Preference Primaries will be determined on March 22, 2016 when, under Section 9-470 of the General Statutes (CGS) this office determines the order of the presidential candidates by lot in a public ceremony.  The names of the presidential candidates will be listed vertically, in one column, on the ballot (portrait orientation) in the order determined in the Secretary of the State's lottery.  The last choice, under the names of the candidates, will be "Uncommitted".  Due to the short lead time from determination of ballot layout and the date to begin issuing absentee ballots, April 5, 2016, it will be necessary for each town to begin preparations to order their ballots, both for absentee as well as polling place use, from the printer of their choice.  Both printers will be provided with complete ballot layout.
Except for the five towns that have two congressional districts; Glastonbury, Middletown, Shelton, Torrington and Waterbury, polling place and absentee ballots do not have to be coded or counted by district.  However, in accordance with CGS Section 9-438, polling places may not be combined, except as provided for in CGS 9-168 et seq., and must be the same as will be used for the November 8, 2016 election.

2.  ACTIVE AND INACTIVE ENROLLMENT LIST
If you receive an application for an absentee ballot from an elector on the inactive enrollment list (and such person is not an elector residing outside the United States, or a serviceman, spouse or dependent), we advise that you send the applicant the enclosed Notice to Absentee Ballot Applicant (ED-660) prescribed by this office under Sec. 9-140(c), and a Voter Registration Application Form for Restoration of the Elector to Official Check List.  If such person is an elector residing outside the United States, or a serviceman, spouse or dependent, see the letter which we sent you concerning the Official Blank Absentee Ballot.  


3.  ABSENTEE BALLOT AFFIDAVIT
Under Sec. 9-135b(c), immediately upon receiving the printed absentee ballots, the municipal clerk must file with this office a printed absentee ballot for the municipality; or where there are different absentee ballots printed for different political subdivisions, an absentee ballot for each such political subdivision, and an affidavit as to the number of ballots printed.  A copy of the affidavit (ED-629) is enclosed; you can make additional copies as necessary.  If following such filing, any correction or other alteration is made on an absentee ballot, Section 9-135b(c) requires you to file with this office the corrected or altered ballot as soon as available, together with an affidavit as to the number of corrected ballots printed.
We hope that the foregoing instructions will help you in discharging your absentee ballot duties in upcoming presidential preference primaries.   Please do not hesitate to call us at (860) 509-6100 if you have any questions. 









Sincerely,






Denise Merrill

Secretary of the State


By






Theodore E. Bromley   

 
Staff Attorney
Enclosures (ED-629, ED-660)
cc:  Registrars of Voters (letter only)
Republican and Democratic State Central Committees (letter only)
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